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TITLE 22 PROPOSED PUBLIC POOL REGULATIONS

The California Department of Health Services (CDHS) is working with the
California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health to revise the
existing public swimming pool regulations. These new regulations will require
the public pools in California to meet current health and safety practices,
standards, and operational requirements. Inquires about these draft
regulations should be directed to the Environmental Health Services Section,

P.O. Box 997413, MS 7404, Sacramento, CA 95899-7413, Attention Dave
Quinton.
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CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS
TITLE 22
CHAPTER 20. PUBLIC POOLS
65501. Definitions.

(a) “Clean pool water” means pool water that is free of dirt, oils, scum, algae,

floating materials, or other visible organic and inorganic materials.

(d b) "Enforcing Agent" means the Health Officer or Director of Environmental

Health or their his or her designated registered-sanitarianrepresentative

Reqistered Environmental Health Specialists or Environmental Health Specialist

Trainees.

(c) “Interactive Water Fountain/Feature Pool” means a special purpose pool that

has no ponding of water in the splash zone and consists of an underground

reservoir with a recirculation system from which water is directed through sprays,

jets or other means for contact with pool users.

(d) “Lifeqguard” means a qualified person who is responsible for providing

lifequard service.
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(e) “Lifequard Service” means the attendance at a public pool, during periods of

use, of one or more lifequards, who have no other duties to perform other than to

supervise the safety of pool users in water-contact activities.

(f) “Pool Operator” means a person who is fully capable of, and shall assume

responsibility for, compliance with all requirements relating to pool operation,

maintenance and safety of pool users.

(g) “Pool User’ means a person using a pool and adjoining deck areas for the

purpose of water activity such as swimming, wading, diving or other water related

activities.
(& h) "Swimming Public Pool" or "Pool" means an wholly artificial basin, chamber

or tank constructed or prefabricated with impervious bottoms or sides that is

used, or intended to be used, for publie recreational swimming, diving, or
reereative bathing, but does not include baths where the main purpose is the

cleaning of the body, rer individual therapeutic tubs, or pools intended for non-

commercial use by not more than three owner families and their guests.

(i) “ppm” means parts per million.

(g]) "Spa Pool" means a pooli-hetused-undermedical-supervision;-thatcontains
water-of-elevated-temperatureand-incorporates that is constructed to

incorporate a water jet system, an aeration system or a combination of the two
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systems_used in conjunction with water heated not higher than 104 degrees

Farhrenheit.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 24100 116025 through 24109 116068, Health and Safety

Code.
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65503. Scope.

(a) The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all public pools. as-defired-in
Section-65501-ncluding-but-notlimited-te: Examples of public pools include the

following:

(1) Commercial pools.
(2) Realestate Health club pools.

(3) Community building or area pools.

(4) Hotel pools.
(5) Motel pools.
(6) Resort pools.

(7) Auto-andtrailerpark Recreational vehicle or mobile home park pools.

(8) Awute-ceurt Water Park pools.
(9) Apartment house pools.

(20) Club pools.

(11) Public or private school pools.
(12) Gymnasium Swim school pools.
(13) Health establishment pools.
(14) Townhouse pools.

(15) Condominium pools.

(16) Meobile-hemepark Medical facility pools.

(17) Campground pools.

(18) Homeowner association pools.

(19) Bed and breakfast inn pools.
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(20) Licensed day care facility pools.

(e b) The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all auxiliary structures and
equipment provided and maintained in connection with public pools, including but
not limited to:

(1) Locker rooms.

(2) Shower rooms.

(3) Dressing rooms.

(4) Toilet facilities.

(5)—Filtration-equipment. Recirculation equipment.
5 . .
5 (6) Piping.

{8) (7) Disinfecting equipment.

9 (8) Safety equipment.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 24100 116025, Health and Safety Code.
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and

Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241011 116038, Health and Safety Code.
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 241062 116050, Health and

Safety Code.

Reference: Section 243011 116038, Health and Safety Code.
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 241062 116050, Health and

Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241011 116038, Health and Safety Code.
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65511. Inspection.

(&) The swimming pool ewneroperator, or his designated agent, shall notify the
enferecement-enforcing agent at least two working days before applying gunite or
constructing the pool shell to allow inspection and approval by the enforcing
agent. Following pool construction, the enforcing agent shall again be notified at
least two days in advance of placing the pool in operation to allow for final
inspection and approval.

(b) No pool shall be placed in use without the written approval of the enforcing
agent.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241011 116038 and 24104 116055, Health and Safety

Code.

10
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65521 Pool Supervision Respensibility-and Operation.

(&) Every pool shall be under the supervision of a persen-whe-isfully-capable

(b)

& Routine (e.g. daily and weekly) operating procedures shall be
permanently posted in a location accessible to and frequented by the pool
operator.

) (c) Manufacturers' instructions for operation and maintenance of
mechanical and electrical equipment shall be kept available for the pool
operator.

(d) Pool users in a public pool shall not exceed one person for each 20 square

feet of pool surface area, except that pool users in a spa pool shall not exceed

one person for each 10 square feet of pool surface area.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 241012 116040 and 241013 116043, Health and Safety

Code.

11
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65523. Operation Records.

(&) Except as provided in Health and Safety Code Section 243015 116048, the

operator of each every pool open for use shall keep-a-dailyrecord-ofinrformation

used— manually test the chemical levels of the pool and spa water and spa water

temperature a minimum of once a day. A daily record of test results and

operational or maintenance procedures shall be kept at the pool site.

(b) If cyanuric acid by itself or in a combined form with the a disinfectant is

added to a pool, the cyanuric acid concentration shall be measured a minimum of

once per month and the results shall be recordsed shall-bekeptoftheresults-of
sueh-testing and kept at the pool site.

(c) If afecal accident occurs in a pool, the operator shall record the occurrence,

which pool (if there is more than one on the premise), and time of occurrence.

This record shall be kept at the pool site.

{e) (d) Data collected pursuant to subsections (a), ard (b) and (c) shall be
maintained at least one year for inspection by the enforcing agent, or shall be
submitted to the enforcing agent upon the agent's request.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275, 241011 116038 and 24102 116050,
Health and Safety Code.

Reference: Sections 241042 116040, 2410143 116043 and 241015 116048,

Health and Safety Code.

12
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65525. Recirculation and Purification Disinfection System Operation.

(a) The pumps, filters, disinfectant, and chemical feeders, flow indicators,

gauges and all related parts of the pool water purification recirculation and

disinfection systems shall be kept in operation whenrever at all times the pool is
available for use, and-at such additional times and-periods as+ray-be necessary

to maintain the water of the pool in a clear and disinfected condition.

(b) The variation in flow rate during-a-filtration-eyele of an operating recirculation

system shall be such as to not reduce the flow below 65 percent of the rate

required in Section 2-9632 3124B of the California Building Code, Title 24,

California Administrative-Code of Requlations.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 243062 116050, Health and
Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 241013 116043 and 24102 116050, Health and Safety

Code.

13
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65527 .-Clarity-ef-Water Clarity.

The recirculation and purification disinfection systems shall be operated and
maintained so as to keep the pool water clean and clear. Ynderre
cireumstaneces-shall £(a)The pool shall not be used if the main drain(s) is not

clearly visible from the deck. Such a pool shall be closed for use and shall not be

reopened until the water is clean and clear, and upon specific written approval of
the enforcing agent. If the pool drain is still not visible 48 hours following
inspection and closure by the enforcing agent, the enforcing agent may order the
pool drained as-a-safety-precaution.

(b) Any manmade lake or swimming lagoon with a sand beach or sand bottom
shall be exempt from the state water quality standard in subsection (a) if
approved by the local health officer.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Sections 241043 116043, 24102 116050, and 241064-116055,

Health and Safety Code.

14
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65529. Disinfection..pH-Contreland-Cyanuric-Acid

(@) Pools, when open or in use, shall be disinfected continuously by a chemical

which imparts a measurable residual effect. and-shall-be-maintained-inr-an

(b) The minimum and maximum levels of disinfectant residuals shall be:

Free Chlorine Bromine Residual
Residual

Minimum Maximum | Minimum Maximum

Pools* 2.0 ppm 10.0 ppm | 4.5 ppm 22.0 ppm

Spa & Wading Pools | 3.0 ppm 10.0 ppm | 6.5 ppm 22.0 ppm

* |nteractive water fountain/feature pools shall maintain a minimum Free Chlorine

Residual of 3.0ppm

15
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(c) The enforcing agent may shall accept other disinfecting materials or methods
after they have been demonstrated to provide a readily measurable disinfectant

residual in the pool. Such materials or methods shall be at least as effective as

the required chlorine concentration and must shall not be dangerous to public

health or create objectionable physiological effects.

(d) A test kit shall be maintained for measuring the concentration of disinfectant,

pH, total alkalinity, and cyanuric acid and shall be provided on site and made

available to the pool operator and the enforcing agent at all times the pool is in

operation. The test kit shall be the DPD (Diethyl-P-Phenylene Diamine) type or

otherwise be capable of testing for free halogen residual.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety Code

16
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65530. Chemical Levels in Pool Water.

Chemical levels shall be maintained within the following ranges:

Minimum | Maximum
pH 7.2 7.8
Total Alkalinity 80 ppm 180 ppm
Cyanuric Acid 0.0 ppm 100 ppm
Combined 0.0 ppm 0.5 ppm
Chlorine
ORP 650 mV 900 mV

NOTE: If ORP (oxidation-reduction potential) readings are used in conjunction

with chlorine and bromine they shall be maintained at values no less than 650

millivolts nor greater than 900 millivolts.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 100275 and 116050, Health and Safety Code.

Reference: Section 116043, Health and Safety Code.

17
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65531 Bactericlogicaland-Chemical-Quality-of Pool\Water Microbiological

Water Quality Standards.

&) Bacteriological quality of water in the pool shall-be-such-thatnet-mere-than
two-consecutive-samples.taken-when-the-peohisinuseshall comply with the

following:

(a) Standard Plate Count (Heterotrophic plate):

The number of Colony Forming Units (CFU) shall not exceed 200 colonies per

milliliter.
(b) Chemical quality of water in the pool shall not cause irritation of eyes or skin
of the bathers, or have other objectionable physiological effects on bathers.

(c) Total Coliform:

(1) If the multiple-tube fermentation method is used the most probable number

(MPN) shall be less than 2.2 per 100 milliliters.

(2) If the membrane filtration technigue is used, the number of coliform

organisms shall be less than one colony per 100 milliliters.

(3) If a quantitative method such as ldexx Colilert - 18 is used, a MPN shall be

less than or equal to one per 100 milliliters.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and

Safety Code.

18
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Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety Code.

19
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65533. Cleanliness of Pool.

(a) Floating scum, sputum or debris shall not be allowed to accumulate in the
pool. Skimmers, where provided, and water levels shall be maintained and
operated to continuously remove such material eentirueusty.

(b) The bottom and sides of the pool shall be cleaned as often as necessary to
be kept in a clean condition. The sides and bottom of pools, decks and other
surfaces shall be kept free of slime and algae.

) Animals-shal I ttod int I | |

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety Code.

20
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65534. Anhimals

Animals shall not be permitted in the pool. Animals shall not be permitted in the

pool area except as provided by California Civil Code, Sections 54-55.5.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 100275 and 116050, Health and Safety Code.

Reference: Section 116043, Health and Safety Code.

21
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65535. Cleaning and Maintenance.

(@) All parts of the pool, and-related-pooltfacilities-and_pool equipment, adjoining

pool areas and ancillary facilities shall be maintained in good repair. Fleers-shal

area and ancillary facilities shall be kept clean, sanitary and free of litter and

vermin.

(c) Toilets, urinals, showers, wash-basins lavatories, and other plumbing
fixtures shall be maintained in a clean condition and in good repair.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety Code.

22
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65537. Bathing Swim Suits, Caps and Towels.

Bathing Swim suits, caps, and towels furnished by the manragement pool
owner/operator shall be laundered and-elean,-and-caps-shal-be-sanitized after

each-usage use.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 243062 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety Code.
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65539. LifesavingFirst-Aid and Control of Bathers Pool Users.
(a) Lifeguard services shall be provided in accordance with Sections 2416061

116028, and 241614 116045 of the Health and Safety Code. Written proof of

compliance with Section 116028 of the Health and Safety Code shall be available

for inspection by the enforcing agent for each lifequard at the pool.

(b) Where lifeguard service is provided, the number of lifeguards shall be

adequate to maintain continuous surveillance over the-bathers pool users.

resuscitators-are-applied. Lifequards on duty shall only provide lifequard

services.

24
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this-paragraph-if-so-approved-by-the-enforcing-agent. Lifequards shall wear

distinquishing apparel which clearly identifies them to pool users.

(e) When, in the opinion of the enforcing agent, any pool is of such size that
unaided swimming by lifeguards may not offer sufficient protection to swimmers,
one or more square-sterned boats equipped with oars, oarlocks, and life rings, or

paddle boats, as the enforcing agent shall order, shall be provided.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and

Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 241012 116040, 241013 116043, and 24102 116050,

Health and Safety Code.

25
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65540. Safety and First Aid Equipment.

(a) The following safety and first aid equipment shall be provided and

maintained, readily visible and available for use in the pool area at all times:

(1) A 17 inch minimum exterior diameter life ring with attached throw rope of

3/16 inch minimum diameter. The throw rope shall be a non-kinking type line, of

sufficient length to span the maximum width of the pool.

(2) A 12 foot minimum fixed length rescue pole with a permanently attached

body hook.

(b) For pools with lifequard personnel on duty, each pool area shall have the

following additional safety equipment:

(1) A Red Cross 10 Person Industrial First Aid Kit.

(2) An operating telephone.

(3) A backboard and head immobilizer

(c) Pools that exceed 75 feet in length or 50 feet in width shall provide a rescue

pole and life ring on at least two opposing sides of the pool at centralized

locations.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 100275 and 116050, Health and Safety Code.

Reference: Section 116043, Health and Safety Code.

26
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65541. Health of Employees and Patrens Pool Users.
(&) No person having a communicable disease shall be-employed-ata work

while infectious in any capacity involving contact with the pool users, the pool

water, and the operation of the pool equipment or sanitary facilities at a public

pool unless swimming consent is provided by a licensed physician as prescribed
in subsection (e-b).

(b) Allpatrens No pool users khown-to-be—orsuspected-by-the-enforcing-agent
orthe-management-of-being-afthcted-with-an-infectious-disease; having a
communicable disease while in an infectious state, suffering from a cough, cold
oF sores, erwearing-bands-erbandages nasal or ear discharges, or wearing
bandages, shall be allowed to exeluded-from-all-public-bathing-places enter the
pool water at all public pool facilities unless atleastone-ofthe-following
conditionsis-met{l) Fthe patron employee or pool user submits a current

written statement to the pool operator, signed by a licensed physician, confirming

that the patren employee or pool user does not present a health hazard to other

pool users.
2 | I . ! v i corci .

(c) Persons having active or recent (within the previous 10 days) diarrhea shall

not be allowed to enter the pool water at public pool facilities. Signs stating this

prohibition shall be posted at the entrance area at all public pool facilities so that

they are legible and language to all pool users.

27
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(d) If two or more lifequards at a public pool report to the pool operator or

manager of their having diarrhea within 5 days of each other, the pool operator or

manager shall report this to the enforcing agent or to the local health department.

(e) If three or more pool users at a public pool report to the pool operator or

manager of their having diarrhea soon after using the pool, the pool operator or

manager shall report this to the enforcing agent or to the local health department.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 2410612 116040, 2410613 116043, and 241062 116050,

Health and Safety Code.

28
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 243062 116050, Health and

Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety Code.

29
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65545. Pool Closure.

a—H-inthe-opinion-of-the-enforcing-agent; a A pool that is maintained or

operated in a manner which creates an unhealthful; or unsafe,—erunsanitary

condition such as fecal contamination, failure to meet water clarity requirements,

disinfection, proper pH, safety or microbiological standards, or missing or broken

suction grates, the pool may be closed for use by the enforcing agent agency.

Such a pool shall not be reopened until eerrectionis-made the unhealthful or

unsafe condition has been rectified, and upon specific written approval of the

enforcing agent.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 243062 116050, Health and

Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 241012 116040241013 116043, 24104 116055, Health

and Safety Code.

30
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65547. Compressed Gas Chlorine Gas Safety Requirements.

& When compressed chlorine gas is employed, the pool operator shall comply

with Section 6720, Division 6, Title 3, California Code of Requlations. -the
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 2410612 116040, 2410613 116043, and 241062 116050,

Health and Safety Code.

33
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65549. Replacement of Equipment or Appurtenances.
When fixed or installed equipment or appurtenances are changed or replaced,
the change or replacement units shall meet applicable requirements of this

Chapter and California Code of Requlations, Title 24, Part 2, 2001 California

Building Code, Chapter 31B.subjectto-the-provisions-of-Section24102-116050-of

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 241062 116050, Health and

Safety Code.
Reference: Sections 241042 116038, 241043 116043, and 24102 116050,

Health and Safety Code.

34
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65551. Shower, Toilet and Dressing Facilities.
(&) For shower, toilet, and dressing facilities, the walls, partitions, doors,
lockers, and similar surfaces which require periodic cleaning shall be maintained

smooth and finished so as to facilitate cleaning. All employee and/or public

restrooms and all fixtures shall be maintained in operating condition and in a

clean and sanitary condition when available to pool users.

(b) Showers shall be provided with soap in soap dispensers or containers.
(c) For toilet facilities, handwashing detergent or soap, sanitary towels or hot air
blowers, and toilet tissues shall be provided in permanently installed dispensing

devices. Duckboards and footbaths are prohibited.

(d) A minimum of one waste receptacle shall be provided and maintained in a

clean and sanitary condition.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 208 100275 and 24102 116050, Health and
Safety Code.

Reference: Section 241013 116043, Health and Safety
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