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The {ollowing reflects he findings of the
~Catifornia Depsrimend of Public Health during the i
vestiostion of an entily reporled incident : |

condurted on 83110 to WEND
i
| For Entily Repotied Incident CANG233608
| regarding Quality of Care, g State doficiency was
| identified {ses Californis Code of Reguiations, .
| Title 22, Section YU213{8) and Californis Haalth
. And Sately Code, Seation 128040

- inspection was limited to the speaific entily
| feparted incident investigated and does nat
j ! represent the findings of a full inspection of the

i hospital,

} Representing the Califormia Department of Public %
Hesalth: gafth Facilities Evaluator

© NUTSS, CALFCORNIA DERARTMERT

f OF PUBLIC HEA(TH

| HBC 1280.1{c) For purposes of this section BEC 16 260

"Immediate Jeopardy* means a situation in which b 2510

: ihe ficansae’s nancompliancs with bne or more

| requirements of ligansurs has caused, or js ke to L &0&‘: DIVISION
cause, serious injury or death to the natient. SAN JOSE

DEFICIENCY CONSTITUTING IMMEDIATE
JEOPARDY

i
€ 284 T22 DIVE CH1 ARTS.70213{a} Nursing Service | £264
Policies and Proosdures,

{a} Written policies ond procedures for patierd
' care shall be developed, maintained and
, implemented by the nursing service.

This Statute is not met s evidenced by
Based on documendation, 3 nurse failed fo
impiement the hospials polity on removing
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i

: sutures anchoring a patient’s tracheostomy tube

" {m device that aflows a person to breathe without

: use of thelr nose or mouth). The nurge was not
qualifiad (o do the procedure. Removal of the
sutunss alibwed the tube to become diskedged

- pausing a hypoxic (deprived of adaquate oxygen)

apisode resulting in brair injury.

: Findings:

' The hospital policy regarding the removal of

. staples and sutures, under Standardized

Procedures stated, “ihs standardizad procadure
18 1o allow tha nurss practitonsy o physician

| assistant, aftar training and damonstration of

| competency, 1o safely remove surgical stapies

| ated sutures.”

| Patient 2 was admitied o the hospita - ©
" treatment of & Typo B acrtic dissection {lear in

. the heart]. A slent (& device plessd intp & bleod

. vessel to ald in blpod flow) was surgically placed
in the patient ool © 20 e was wansferred

| to the surglead Intensive care unit 0U Ry

i further care, Burdng his stay inthe KU he bagan
! to decompansate with respiralory fallure

o itating the insertion of a rscheosiony lube
fon i

r:n-ia at 12 noon, Nurse A provided care io
| Patient 2's acheosiomy tubse. na lsller o the
. hospiial dated September 1, 2014, Nurse Awcls
 there were large amournts of secrations around
. the racheoaiomy lube, When the palient
! poughed secrelions were 280 coming Gul around
- the tube. She further wiote she cut the
. tracheoslomy Sulures in arder o Compielely
| clean arund tho site and anply ¢ ragh dressing
| igsuze cover). She sialed she oul the sulures
s withost Hrst oblaining a shysiolan's Order and did

E 264
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£ m; Continued From page 2 E 264 wihe lnvnluved stald member was re

2 st docyment what she had done fcu! the
E suhures) in e medical record.

| OorlR: G 5t 10:4C 8.m., the patient went intg

| rgspiratory arrest {(slopped breathing) and a code

| {medical amergency) was calied. Although

. Payient 2 was revived, he expired & .

| Tha physician's pos! arrest note documented the
rachaostamy ke had apparently disiodged. The

| physician did not cbserve the ¢riging! sulures

i were in place to appropriately sscurg the frach
tube. He further wrote it was unclesr why the
sutures from the trach were removed and this
iikaly explained why the trach exited the airway,

According o the hospital autopsy repod, ihe
" patient's respiratory problems weare a post
- uperative result of pneumenia requining &
tfracheostomy and ventiiator support, Thereafier,
: he suffered a hypoxic episode from disconnaction
i of the tracheostomny resulting in anoxic brain
injury.

Nurse A was not a8 nurse practitoner nor a

physician‘s assistant. She wse prohibited by both

the Nurse Practice Act and hospital policy from

! acting indepandently 1o remove frachepstomy

sutures. There was no evidence that Nurse A

' demoneirated any qualifications thigugh trairing
or competencies (o safely remove trachesostomy

. sutures. Nurse A violated the Nurse Praclice Aot

. and hospiial policy Dy removing the rachecsiomy

; sutures without physician authorization, by failing

. to report her conduct i the supervising nuse o

" physician, and by falfing to document her removal

. of the sutures in the patient's chant By falling to

* timedy report her conduct, Nurse A causad

' inexcusagbie delay in patient matment, Thess

; actions caused or are ikely 10 have caussed,

| serious Injury or death for the patient and

H

pducated about che policy which states
byt
awvgisian ondey prier o carrying out oan
infervension relaved oo the ramoval of
ryach nies. Compliersd August 31, 2010
wiractmosteny Uape Polidy was reviged o
bacliods the following languags:
Tracheoslony Lies shauld BT he changed
i Rin vhi £lest §opost operanive days
Biver surgery. T8 chaogiog 18

HUSERATY, Tegquest
i 27 .

vhers 1 8 requirengnt. to obtain a

the physizian fo do
& physivisn order iz reguirsad fer
yonoval of the oriyinal post-op tradh
few ami sulurss.

nobity the physicianfservice wiho
serforemi the tracheotomy i1 the srach
prew or sulurss are oo loose, trach
bubs ig noo scable or IF che crach tiss
pye Loo vianl and esuning akin
irritaticgfulderation under nedk plate.
Lompleved Sepvember 32, 2010

PAYT BNg in NHTOU wers gducared during

ktafbf mesting regarding this patient

prent and safecy measurszz when caring
For patiesis with a trachesstcmy.
bompleced July 390, 2810

WAIL ANg Ln WIOU wers educared ragarding
Ehe abanges in rhe Tracheoscomy Care
Foliay, Cotpiletad October 29, 2510
wlraoh Bloan, fosting Presh Trach
addelinas, will be posved above tha
hutad of the bed for all fresh brachs.
fmplemented Movembar 1, 2010.

wine hucdred percent of all patients in
FICU with a tracheostomy requiring
Futures will be asudited for compliance
with policy through first quarter 2011
Cotspletss April 3. 2011.
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' therefore constituting an mediate jeopardy g
 within the meaning of Health and Safely Code,
. Section 1280.1
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