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Healthy People 2020
Making a Difference:
• Science-based, 10-year national objectives for promoting 

health and preventing disease. 
• Since 1979, Healthy People has set and monitored 

national health objectives to:
– meet a broad range of health needs, 
– encourage collaborations across sectors, 
– guide individuals toward making informed health decisions, and
– measure the impact of our prevention activity. 

• Currently, Healthy People 2010 is leading the way to 
achieve increased quality and years of healthy life and 
the elimination of health disparities. 



Healthy People 2020
The Process:
• Inclusive:  Its strength is tied directly to collaboration. 

• Strives to maximize transparency, public input and stakeholder 
dialogue to ensure that Healthy People 2020 is relevant to diverse 
public health needs and seizes opportunities to achieve its goals. 

• Broad-based, public engagement initiative with thousands of citizens 
helping to shape it at every step; depends on expertise from 

– Secretary's Advisory Committee on National Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Objectives for 2020 

– Public and professioanl input

• Healthy People 2020 will provide a framework to address risk factors 
and determinants of health and the diseases and disorders that 
affect our communities.



Healthy People 2020

Released in two phases:
• The framework (vision, mission, goals, focus 

areas, and objective selection and prioritizing 
criteria) will be released late 2008 - early 2009.

• Healthy People 2020 objectives will be 
released a year later in January 2010.



Community Health Indicators

• Indices and Indicators
– America’s Health Rankings

– Healthiest State Report Card 

– Community Level Health Indicator Project

– Wisconsin County Health Rankings

• National Initiatives
– The State of the USA 

– Healthiest Nation Alliance

– New IRS Requirements



America’s Health Rankings



America’s Health Rankings
• California ranks 25th overall

• Funded by United Health Foundation for 18 years 

• Health Components:

• http://www.unitedhealthfoundation.org/ahr.html

http://www.unitedhealthfoundation.org/ahr.html


America’s Health Rankings
Ranking Methodology: 
• Reflects evolving expectations and ability to measure various aspects of 

health.

• Component tables contain three columns: rank, data and score. They are 
calculated as follows:

– The data is the raw data as obtained from the stated sources and adjusted for 
age, race and/or population as appropriate.

– The score for each state is based on the following formula. The score is stated 
as a percentage. 

– This calculation results in a score of 0.0 for a state with the same value as the 
national average. States that have a higher value than the national average will 
have a positive score while those with lower values will have a negative score. 



Healthiest State Report Card



Healthiest State Report Card
• California ranks 20th overall

• Produced and funded by the Washington Health Foundation

• Health Systems – Healthy Living:

• http://www.whf.org/spotlights/Healthiest-State-Report-Card-2008.aspx

http://www.whf.org/spotlights/Healthiest-State-Report-Card-2008.aspx


Healthiest State Report Card
Methodology: 



Community Level Health Indicator Project



Community Level Health Indicator Project

• The CHSI report contains over 200 measures for each of the 
3,141 counties in the United States. 

• Produced by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(including NCHS and ATSDR) and the National Institutes of 
Health/National Library of Medicine in collaboration with:

• Health Resources Services Administration
• Public Health Foundation
• Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)
• National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)
• National Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH), and 
• Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health. 

• Meets Healthy People 2010 objective 23-2. 

• http://communityhealth.hhs.gov

http://communityhealth.hhs.gov/


Community Level Health Indicator Project

About the Data 
• The data were obtained from a variety of federal agencies

• CHSI data are reported at the county-level.  The estimates presented in 
the report rely on various data sources, methods, and calculations. They 
are consistent across the CHSI reports, but the calculations may not 
correlate with other established methods for analyses of the same data.

• As there often are more than one method for calculating rates or 
percentages, methods described in the documentation are choices made 
for this project to ensure that health measures for communities are 
consistent and not based on differing definitions or methodologies.

• Detailed information on data sources and methodology by topic is 
available in data details at the bottom of each web page and in a printable 
form.



Wisconsin County Health Rankings



Wisconsin County Health Rankings
• Produced by the University of Wisconsin.  

• Broad perspective on factors that influence health, including: health care, 
health behaviors, socio-economic factors and environment.

• http://www.pophealth.wisc.edu/uwphi/research/rankings_2007/rankings_2007.pdf

http://www.pophealth.wisc.edu/uwphi/research/rankings_2007/rankings_2007.pdf


Wisconsin County Health Rankings



The State of the USA 
• The State of the USA, Inc. (SUSA), a new nonprofit, will offer a website—as a 

public service—where every American can get the best available facts drawn from 
the country’s most respected sources.

• This site (http://www.stateoftheusa.org/ ) is being developed with broad input across 
many sectors. 

• SUSA is currently receiving financial support from the William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the F.B. Heron 
Foundation. 

• Data Sources:
– Official federal statistical systems will be the initial sources of indicator data for SUSA’s 

website.
– Eventually, information from nongovernmental and commercial sources will be added. 

http://www.stateoftheusa.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/Default.htm
http://www.hewlett.org/Default.htm
http://www.rockfound.org/
http://www.macfound.org/site/c.lkLXJ8MQKrH/b.855229/
http://www.macfound.org/site/c.lkLXJ8MQKrH/b.855229/
http://www.carnegie.org/
http://www.fbheron.org/
http://www.fbheron.org/


The State of the USA 



The State of the USA

Methods and Sources
• Notes about the sources, reliability and appropriate uses of the data will 

be provided

• In addition, SUSA will offer links to enable assessment of conditions in 
the United States based on comparable information from other nations, 
as well as global data.

• SUSA will develop its set of topics and key national indicators through 
rigorous and open review with input from hundreds of stakeholders

– business, the private sector, education, government, nonprofit groups, 
advocacy groups and the general public

– experts in data collection, management and dissemination.
– the scientific and statistical communities and 
– representatives of diverse constituencies. 



Healthiest Nation Alliance



Healthiest Nation Alliance



Healthiest Nation Alliance

• Spearheaded by multiple national organizations (ASTHO, 

NACCHO, CDC) and broad base of members.

• Aims to form a coalition that crosses between health, businesses 

and communities to join forces in creating the healthiest nation.

• Change national focus from “healthcare” to “Health”

• Track measures of Health rather than disease

• Engage all in creating healthiest homes, communities, etc. 



New IRS Requirements  
• Beginning January 1, 2009 Non-profit hospitals will have to 

complete the IRS Form 990 Schedule H which asks about 
assessing community health needs. 

• More information being provided to hospitals can be found at: 
http://www.assesstoolkit.org

http://www.assesstoolkit.org/


Summary 

National efforts to measure and improve Health
– Healthy People 2020
– Healthiest Nation Alliance

– The State of the USA 

Different methods to assess Health – Indices and Indicators
– America’s Health Rankings

– Healthiest State Report Card 

– Wisconsin County Health Rankings

– Community Level Health Indicator Project



Topics for Discussion

• Indices or Indicators?

• What types of indicators?

• How would the use of indicators 
help improve health?

• How can we leverage these 
national efforts for a Healthy California?
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