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HP 2010HP 2010

Goal 1: Increase Quality and Years of Healthy Goal 1: Increase Quality and Years of Healthy 
LifeLife
The first goal of Healthy People 2010 is to help The first goal of Healthy People 2010 is to help 
individuals of all ages increase life expectancy individuals of all ages increase life expectancy andand
improve their quality of life.improve their quality of life.

Goal 2: Goal 2: EliminateEliminate Health DisparitiesHealth Disparities
The second goal of Healthy People 2010 is to eliminate The second goal of Healthy People 2010 is to eliminate 
health disparities among segments of the population, health disparities among segments of the population, 
including differences that occur by gender, race or including differences that occur by gender, race or 
ethnicity, education or income, disability, geographic ethnicity, education or income, disability, geographic 
location, or sexual orientationlocation, or sexual orientation..













Hough 64.0

Lyndhurst 88.5





Life Expectancy by Poverty Group 2000Life Expectancy by Poverty Group 2000--20032003
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Alameda County
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San Francisco County
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Contra Costa County
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Tract Poverty vs. Life Expectancy



BARHII Life Expectancy and Poverty by Tract
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Bay Area Poverty vs. Life Expectancy



Cost of Poverty in San Francisco Cost of Poverty in San Francisco 
Bay AreaBay Area

Every additional $12,500 in Every additional $12,500 in 
household income buys one year household income buys one year 
of life expectancyof life expectancy

(Benefit appears to plateau at household (Benefit appears to plateau at household 
incomes above $150,000)incomes above $150,000)
Similar gradients in Baltimore, NYC, Similar gradients in Baltimore, NYC, 
Philadelphia, Hennepin County (MinneapolisPhiladelphia, Hennepin County (Minneapolis--
St. Paul), Colorado, California, St. Paul), Colorado, California, ANDAND
Cuyahoga County ($6304/year of life)Cuyahoga County ($6304/year of life)





Social Gradients Various Social Gradients Various 
JurisdictionsJurisdictions
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Insured vs. Whole PopulationInsured vs. Whole Population
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Kaiser Permanente Enrollees in Alameda County

% of AC 
pop’n 32.3% 29.9% 26.0% 22.0%



A documentary series & public impact campaignA documentary series & public impact campaign
www.unnaturalcauses.orgwww.unnaturalcauses.org

Produced by California Newsreel with Vital PicturesProduced by California Newsreel with Vital Pictures
Presented on PBS  by the National Minority Consortia of Public TPresented on PBS  by the National Minority Consortia of Public Televisionelevision

Impact Campaign in association with the Joint Center Health PoliImpact Campaign in association with the Joint Center Health Policy Institutecy Institute

http://www.unnaturalcauses.org/




Bohan and Kleffman won the Poe Award for their four-part entitled, 
"Shortened Lives: Where You Live Matters.“

"In the midst of the national health care debate, these exceptionally well-reported 
stories offer unique and valuable lessons for public health policy," said the Poe award 
judges said. 

"Through extensive use of county health records, Bohan and Kleffman stand 
conventional wisdom on its head, providing powerful evidence that variations in 
disease rates and life expectancies between neighborhoods in Alameda County, Calif., 
are not--as widely assumed--the result of poor people making bad choices about diet 
and exercise. Rather the discrepancies stem from multiple forces that deny those living 
in poor communities access to the basic resources necessary to engage in a healthy 
lifestyle, however great their desire to do so. These powerful and poignant stories 
provide an important new lens that snaps the health care debate into sharp focus. 
While looking closely at these issues at the county level, the stories in this series have 
profound national and regional implications, providing strong evidence that blaming 
the victims is not a substitute for dealing seriously with the underlying causes of the 
health care crisis.“ - WHCA press release 4-13-2010



"Average life expectancy is one of the most fundamental 
measures of the health of a population and community,” 
…"To identify continuing wide gaps between wealthy and 
less wealthy communities and between different ethnic 
groups is sobering and disconcerting…Why should an 
unincorporated community in South LA (Westmont) have an 
average life expectancy that is 10 years lower than a city 
(Culver City) only 10 miles away?” – Jonathan Fielding, M.D.
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Contact InformationContact Information

Tony Tony ItonIton, MD, JD, MPH, MD, JD, MPH
Senior Vice PresidentSenior Vice President
The California EndowmentThe California Endowment

aiton@calendow.orgaiton@calendow.org
510 271510 271--43104310

mailto:aiton@calendow.org


Social Gradients Together Social Gradients Together –– All All 
RacesRaces
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Social Gradients Together Social Gradients Together –– 
Hispanic/LatinoHispanic/Latino
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Social Gradients Together Social Gradients Together –– 
WhiteWhite
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Social Gradients Together Social Gradients Together –– 
African AmericanAfrican American
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Social Gradients Together Social Gradients Together –– 
AsianAsian
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Life ExpectancyLife Expectancy

US WhiteUS White 78 years78 years
ChileChile 78 years78 years

Costa RicaCosta Rica 78 years78 years

CubaCuba 78 years78 years

SloveniaSlovenia 78 years78 years

KuwaitKuwait 78 years78 years

US WhitesUS Whites

WHO Statistical Information System



US Whites Living Shorter Lives US Whites Living Shorter Lives 
Than:Than:

WHO Statistical Information System

79 years79 years: Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Malta, : Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Malta, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, U.K., KoreaPortugal, Spain, Sweden, U.K., Korea
80 years80 years: Austria, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, : Austria, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, 
Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand, 
SingaporeSingapore
81 years81 years: Canada, France, Iceland, Israel, Italy: Canada, France, Iceland, Israel, Italy
82 years82 years: Switzerland, Australia: Switzerland, Australia
83 years83 years: Japan: Japan

26 countries26 countries
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