Minutes
ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

August 17, 2007
Richmond Campus and Metropolitan Water District (LA)

10 am to 3 pm

1. Welcome and Introduction  





Rufus/ Ken

ELTAC Members present in Richmond: Ken Osborn, Scott Hoatson, Tony Pirondini, Dave Sandusky, Gerry Guibert
ELTAC Members present via video conference; Betsy Shepherd
ELTAC members present via phone:  Terry Powers, Marc Banuelos
DPH members present Rufus Howell, Jane Jensen, Fred Choskey,  Katherine Ewing (attorney), Gary Yamamoto, Steve Book.

Guests:  Bill Ray (in Richmond), David Kimbrough, Dan Trembley, Linda Geddes (for Andy Eaton), all video conf MWD.


Not present Miriam Cardenas, Allen Verstuyft, Andy Eaton, Robert Bolton, Steve Meyer, 

Rufus Howell – Chief of DW and Environmental Management.  Effective July 1st.  ELAP in this division now.  Seeks to work with the lab community.  Is trying to start from square one and move forward and bring regulations to closure.  Goal is consensus, understands that everyone won’t get everything they want.   Rufus 

2. Minutes of the last ELTAC Meeting  




Ken 

Approved with slight amendment.

3. Announcements, Current Vacancies, and ELTAC Committee by-laws 
Rufus/ELAP

Vacancies are the same that have been in the program as before.  Waiting on the signing of the budgets.  Unknown when that will be.
4. Health and Human Resources Agency Reorganization – ELAP considerations  ELAP.   Intent is to provide more visibility of the Department, improve accessibility of the programs to the agency, .  Mark Horton – New Director of public health.  Center for Environmental Health – Director – Dr. Kevin Reily.  Center for Communicable Disease Control, Center for Chronic Disease.  Department of Laboratory sciences was dissolved and distributed to other centers.  DPH – 3200 staff.
DW branches – Nor Cal, So Cal, and technical branches;  Emergency response, Sanitation and Radiation Laboratory, ELAP is Separate Division under DW .  George Kulasingham reports to Gary Yamamoto.  

See attached organizational chart.

5. NELAC updates  




               Rufus,  Andy, Scott 

NEMC and TNI meeting is next week.  Scott will try and provide information for group.
6. PT updates  







ELAP Staff 

EPA is working to phase out their PT criteria document which is antiquated.  EPA is hoping to adopt  NELAC PT requirements and eliminate the document, simpler than modifying existing document.
7. Draft regulations (non-fee) 




          Rufus/DPH/ELAP
Betsy asked if ELAP can work from modification of version 3 rather than version 4.   At this point we are looking at version 5 as our basis.  Version 4 is off the table.  Tony wanted to know what the issues were with version 3.   Rufus does not have the background on the problems with version 3 and first became involved with version 4.  Rufus stated that they want to move forward and not dwell in the past.  They are open to adding in language from version 3 if it is applicable.  David Kimbrough restated the history of version 3 where Dr. Bonta committed to work with the lab committee and draft back in 2004 and appointed Alexis Milea and there has been buy-in from the majority of the community.  He feels strongly about using the version 3 document as it is and making edits for updates and using it as pieces.

Kathy Ewing has stated that version 5 was developed from the existing statutes and geared towards meeting the requirements of the statutes.  Version 3 had never been passed through legal.   There are many regulations other than AB1317 that cover ELAP that need to be considered.   
Ken requested that ELAP provides ELTAC with major concerns of version 3, maybe not all but at least the major points.  ELTAC is committed to reviewing version 5 vs. version 3.  

Scott requested that DPH chair another committee where the lab community can be involved in the process as it progresses from hear on.  Rufus and Gary agreed that this can happen and will appoint a chairperson.  Gary and Rufus will identify a chair some time next week and pass on to Ken.  Ken will send an email looking for members of committee.
The group went through several examples of areas in version 5 that need work.  
More to come.
8. ELAP Budget Issues  






DPH. 
No State Budget at this point.  Emergency Fee Regs still moving.  DPH is responding to legal and finance issues. 
9. Method Specific Check lists - Drafts  




David/Richard.

Checklists no longer on website, however, they should be.  David inquired as to when the checklists might be implemented.   Gary stated that the department would look into it as they (DPH) didn’t know about their existence.    

10. Other

New website will not have all of the outdated information that is currently on the ELAP site.
11. Next meeting
December 7th, 2007
.


[image: image1.wmf]CA DPH Org Chart.mdi


_1249190474/CA DPH Org Chart.mdi

