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INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY STATEMENT OVERVIEW
Health and Safety Code Section 131200 authorizes the California Department of Public Health (Department) to promulgate regulations for the execution of its duties.  The Genetic Disease Screening Program (GDSP) is administered by the Department to serve the people of California by reducing the emotional and financial burden of disability and death caused by genetic and congenital disorders.  Health and Safety Code Section 124980 requires the Department to establish regulations and standards for licensing master level genetic counselors and doctoral level medical geneticists as genetic counselors.  GDSP is responsible for administering this new genetic counselor licensure program.  
Section 124981 establishes the qualifications for original and renewal licenses and prohibits the use of the title “genetic counselor” unless the person has applied for and obtained a license from the Department.  Section 124982 establishes the qualifications for temporary genetic counselor licenses.  This emergency regulatory action expands the scope of the requirements for genetic counselor and temporary genetic counselor licensure and the application process; renewal of genetic counselor licenses; continuing education requirements; time period of licenses; reasons and procedures for denial or revocation of genetic counselor and temporary genetic counselor licenses; and license fees.

The Department has adopted Articles 1 through 3, Sections 6300.1 through 6303.3, in Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Division 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter 9, Group 1, Licensing of Genetic Counselors.  

The purpose of the regulations is to establish appropriate criteria and standards for licensing genetic counselors.  The requirements for a genetic counselor license include certification with the American Board of Genetic Counseling (ABGC) or the American Board of Medical Genetics (ABMG).  The requirements for a temporary genetic counselor license include the applicant being accepted as an active candidate for the ABGC certification examination, or providing a statement of intent to apply to the ABGC for active candidate status.  Individuals with a temporary genetic counselor license are required to work under the general supervision of a licensed genetic counselor or licensed physician.
Genetic counselor licenses are valid for three years unless at any time they are revoked.  Temporary genetic counselor licenses are valid for two years unless at any time they are revoked.  To renew a genetic counselor license, the licensee is required to have completed 45 contact hours of continuing education (30 contact hours from the National Society of Genetic Counselors [NSGC] Category 1 continuing education unit [CEU] programs with the remaining 15 contact hours from either NSGC Category 1 or Category 2 CEU programs).  
Health and Safety Code Sections 124977 and 124996 require that GDSP activities be “fully supported from fees collected.”  The Department will charge fees to applicants applying for and renewing licenses in order to cover the cost of administering and maintaining the licensure program.

The benefits anticipated by the adoption of these regulations are the protection of public health and safety by implementing professional standards of education and experience for genetic counselors, and restricting the practice of genetic counseling to individuals meeting these standards.  Genetic counseling is the practice of helping individuals and families understand the medical, psychological, social and reproductive implications of inherited and congenital conditions.  Elements of the practice include:  assessment of the chance for recurrence or occurrence of an inherited condition; education about inheritance, testing options, medical management, prevention, social support and research; and counseling to help clients adapt to the choices and to the psychological, familial and social issues that stem from the risk or condition in the family.  

Two forms, California Genetic Counselor License Application, CDPH 4486 (03/12), and California Genetic Counselor License Payment, CDPH 4487 (03/12), are incorporated by reference.

Currently, there are no existing federal regulations or statutes applicable to the regulations.  The Department does not consider the regulations inconsistent or incompatible with existing state regulations.
This emergency regulatory action adopts Sections 6300.1, 6300.3, 6300.5, 6300.7, 6300.9, 6300.11, 6300.13, 6300.15, 6300.17, 6300.19, 6300.21, 6300.23, 6301.1, 6301.3, 6301.5, 6301.7, 6301.9, 6303.1, and 6303.3.
AUTHORITY: Sections 124977, 124980, 124981, 124982, 131052 and 131200, Health and Safety Code.
REFERENCE: Sections 124980, 124981, 124982, 124996, 131071, Health and Safety Code; Section 17520, Family Code; Section 494.5, Business and Professions Code; and Section 11522, Government Code.
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