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GROCER ALERT 2001-05

TO: ALL WIC GROCERS
SUBJECT: ENTERING OF PURCHASE PRICE ON FOOD INSTRUMENTS
Purpose | am writing to notify you of an upcoming policy change regarding to

the proper procedure for entering the purchase price on Food

Instruments (FIs).

Background The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently released new
Federal regulations (7CFR Section 246.12 (h)(3)(v)) requiring that
the purchase price be entered on the face of the FlI prior to the
participant signing the FI. Currently, the purchase price is entered
onto the FI by the grocer sometime during the transaction between

the grocer and the WIC participant.

Action Needed Although the regulations allow the option of either the grocer or the
participant entering the purchase price, effective February 27, 2002,
the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Supplemental Nutrition

Branch policy is that the grocer must enter the purchase price on the
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Action Needed face of the FI prior to the participant per alternate signing the FI.
Continued
The participant or alternate must sign the Fl in the presence of the
grocer. If a participant presents a presigned Fl, the cashier should:
1. Accept the check;
2. Write in the purchase price;
3. Have the participant or alternate resign the Fl in their presence
directly above the first signature (Enclosure A); and
4. Match the new signature with their signature on the WIC
Authorization Folder. If the new signature is not on the WIC
Authorization Folder, the cashier should explain to the presenting

WIC Shopper that they can only accept Fls that contain matching

signatures on the WIC Authorization Folder.

Questions If you have any questions, please contact your Grocer Consultant at

(916) 928-8705.

David Markell, Chief
Food Management and Integrity Section
WIC Supplemental Nutrition Branch

Enclosure
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If a WIC participant or alternate pre signs the WIC Food Instrument (FIs), have the WIC
Shopper resign the Fl in the presence of the cashier directly above the first signature.
Then, match the new signature with that on the WIC Authorization Folder. If the new
signature is not on the WIC Authorization Folder, do not accept the FIs.



