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BACKGROUND / OBJECTIVE 

The FACE Program is a research program designed to  
Identify and study fatal occupational injuries.  The objective  
of the program is to prevent occupational fatalities by: 
 
•  Identifying high-risk work situations 
•   Developing prevention strategies 
•   Informing those who can intervene in the workplace 
     
California is one of 9 states with cooperative agreements from NIOSH to study workplace fatalities 
 
California FACE focuses on Los Angeles County—where 24% of California’s workplace fatalities 
have occurred since 1992  
     

The FACE Program uses multiple sources of notification for 
the rapid identification of fatal occupational injuries: 
 
• Los Angeles County Coroner Reports 
• Death Certificates 
• Newspaper Reports 
• Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) Documents 
• Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) 
 

Multi-Source Surveillance 

External Cause of Death Rates  
1992-2005 * N=1747 
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Fatality Notification 

• Fatality Investigation Reports 
• FACE Fact Sheets 
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Rate of Fatal Work Injury by Ethnicity 
1992-2005 * N=1747 

Foreign Born vs. Native Born 
Fatal Work Injuries Involving Hispanics 
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Hispanic Workers in Los Angeles County: 
 

• 45% of labor force 
• 56% of construction work force 
• 44% of fatal work injuries 
• 41% higher fatality rate than non-Hispanic 
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•  Deaths of Hispanic workers may be undercounted 
 
•  There is potential for misclassification of ethnicity 
 
•  Data do not adequately address potential contributors associated with cultural  
    and social issues, or marginal economic status 
 
•  In calculating rates, numerator includes self-employed and military; denominator  
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External Cause of Death 

1992-2005 * N=396 

•   Contributors to higher numbers of work-related injury deaths among Hispanic  
    workers include: 

• Language and literacy barriers 
• Inadequate training and supervision 
• Performing tasks outside scope of work 
• Cultural differences, economic status, discriminatory practices 
 

•   Falls to a lower level is the most frequent cause of death for  
    construction workers  
 
•   Significant risk factors are identified through recommendations for  
    prevention   
 
•   Continue to refine message based on additional evaluation 
 

External Cause of Death 
Fatal Work Injuries Involving Hispanics 

1992-2005 * N=772 
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Investigation Goals 
• Identify risk factors 
 
• Develop and disseminate recommendations 

aimed at reducing the risk of fatal traumatic  
   Injuries 
 
• Develop intervention strategies 
 
• Set priorities for research efforts 

Forklifts 
•  Ensure unstable loads are secured to forklifts 
•    Have seatbelts installed on all forklifts with ROPS and  
     require employees wear them 
•  Manufacturers should make forklifts with automatic parking  
     breaks so they engage whenever no one is in the seat 

 
Backing Vehicles 

•  Require drivers to get out and check behind  
      their trucks before backing 
•    Use a second person as a spotter when backing heavy  
     Equipment 
•    Use additional safety devices to warn workers of a backing  
     vehicle  
    

Wood Chippers 
•  Stand to the side of the chipper when feeding in material 
•    Use a long branch or stick to push in small branches 
•    Have at least two workers for each chipper 
 

Falling Vehicles 
•  Support vehicles adequately.  Use ASME- 
         approved jack stands, wood, blocks, or  
         other rigid, stable support 
•   Prevent vehicle movement.  Work on level 
         surfaces and adequately chock the  
         vehicle’s wheels 

Trench Collapse 
•  Trenches deeper than 5 feet should be shored,  
     shielded, sloped, or benched before any workers  
     enter 
•   Dirt should be placed at least two feet away from  
     trench edges 
•   Workers should receive safety training and their safety  
     knowledge should be evaluated before starting  

METHODS 

RESULTS:  LOS ANGELES COUNTY 1992-2005 LIMITATIONS 

CONCLUSIONS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Surveillance Case Classification 


