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PRIMARY HEALTH SERVICES FOR UNDOCUMENTED CHILDREN
AND
CITIZEN CHILDREN WHOSE PARENTS ARE UNDOCUMENTED*

POSITION STATEMENT

Current social forces would deny all publicly funded medical services, except emergency
services, to undocumented children and to children of undocumented parents (those who are not
here legally) who reside in the United States.

1. Immunizations have been demonstrated to be extremely cost effective. Access to
immunizations should continue to be available for these children. In addition,
collaboration with the health system in Mexico should occur in order to assure children
who travel back and forth across the border receive their immunizations.

2. Well Child Care should also be available because this care is also cost effective. This is
because medical conditions which are identified and treated at an early stage can be
treated less expensively and more effectively. Otherwise the conditions may become
more serious and result in more expensive services and some permanent disabilities.

3. Primary Care Services also need to be available. It is far less expensive to help
asthmatics, or seizure patients avert emergency room services (which tax dollars and/or
hospitals would continue to have to subsidize) by treating their medical conditions in a
primary care setting before they become complicated. Continuity of care for children
with these health problems is an important cost saving measure that should be
maintained.

The Pan American Health Organization and the International Border Commission are agencies
that need to be involved in addressing these issues. These agencies and other interested people
across the state and in Mexico need to work together to assure all the children in California have
access to primary preventive health services.

* Citizen children whose parents are undocumented will not have access to entitled primary preventive services
because their undocumented parents may avoid interfacing with the proposed system except in emergency
situations.
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