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POSITION STATEMENT :

Reproductive health care and family planning services must continue to be made
available to all low income women in the State of California through the State Office of Family
Planning, Federal Title X, and Medicaid funds. CCLDMCAH is opposed to any policies
imposed on these funding sources which will exclude undocumented women from receiving
reproductive health care. Furthermore, clinics in California receiving Title X funding must, by
law:

. “Provide services in a manner which protects the dignity and confidentiality of
- the individual.
. Provide services without regard to religion, race, color, national origin,
handicapping condition, age, sex, number of pregnancies, or marital status.
. Provide services without the imposition of any durational residency requirement.”

Family Planning is a basic preventive health service which is a key contributor to healthy
families and healthy babies. The National Commission to Prevent Infant Mortality estimates that
infant mortality could be reduced by 10 percent and the incidence of low birth weight babies
could be reduced by 12 percent if all pregnancies were planned. Therefore, restricting access to
reproductive services according to residency status will serve only to increase the number of
unintended pregnancies and consequent rates of morbidity and mortality. According to the
American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, for every $1.00 that is spent on family planning
services, $11.20 is saved on health, welfare, and social services.

Family planning clinics serve as the entry point to the health care system and may be the
sole health care providers for many poor women and teens who are uninsured or receiving
Medicaid. Communicable disease testing, cervical cancer and breast cancer screening are among
the services provided to women in family planning clinics, and often result in the timely
detection of potentially costly and disabling medical conditions. Denying undocumented women
these cost effective and preventive reproductive health services would undermine California’s
long term fiscal and physical health. Today’s health - and planned - babies are tomorrow’s
citizens, leaders, and California’s future.
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