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The California Conference of Local Directors of Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health
(CCLDMCAH) is a statewide organization of public health professionals committed to
improving the health and well being of women and children in the State of California. In
keeping with its mission, the organization concludes that providing adequate health care,
especially prenatal care, to all women residing in California is commitment to cost effective,
preventive health care.

Current California law allows for pregnancy related services to be provided to income
eligible immigrants through Medi-Cal. Prenatal services are proven to be cost effective and
primary to the prevention of poor birth outcomes of prematurity, infant mortality, morbidity, and
birth defects. These catastrophic events have no regard for age, race, religion, or immigration
status; they will strike women and babies in California without discrimination.

Discontinuing prenatal care for low income women based on their immigration status
could cost California more than $120 million a year. Every dollar spent on prenatal care saves at
a minimum, three dollars in the first year of life by reducing the need for expensive
hospitalization and remedial care.

Federal and State laws prohibit physicians and hospitals from turning away any woman in
labor, regardless of her immigration status. Eliminating Medi-Cal coverage for prenatal care for
undocumented women would shift and raise the financial burden to local hospitals and public
facilities. The increase in human suffering would be immeasurable, as babies born without
prenatal care could require extended care in Neonatal Intensive Care Units, require special
education programs and be dependent on public welfare programs for a lifetime. Costs
associated with a lifetime of care for these seriously disabled children could reach billions
annually.

As public health professionals and directors of maternal and child health programs, this

organization stands united in opposition to the elimination of pregnancy and emergency related
services for any undocumented immigrant women in California.
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