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Dear Stakeholders:

| am pleased to announce that Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger designated the California Department
of Public Health (CDPH) as the single state agency authorized to apply for and administer funds for the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources Services Administration, Affordable
Care Act, Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program.

CDPH designated the Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Division as the appropriate
program to comply with grant application requirements and plan to administer the program once it is
approved. MCAH is working on the grant application collaboratively with California Department of Social
Services, California Department of Education, California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs, and
many other partners at the state and local levels.

The first of three Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) was released by the Health Resources
Services Administration (HRSA) and Agency for Children and Families (ACF) on June 10, 2010. On July
9, 2010, MCAH submitted a plan for conducting the required needs assessments that included
California’s plan to comply with the requirements of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA).

As of this date, release of the second FOA is pending. The State response to this FOA is due September
1, 2010. Therefore, capacity assessment survey responses from local health jurisdictions are due no
later than August 10, 2010. MCAH requests that you treat all inquiries that you receive related to the
Home Visiting Program grant as your top priority.

Please contact your local MCAH Director for any survey-related questions or concerns. Local MCAH
directors are taking the lead in collaborating with partners and stakeholders at the local level for collection
of information to be included on the needs and capacity assessments.

Thank you for your continued partnership. Together, we can create a strong and effective program that
will help meet the needs of eligible at-risk communities in California.

With best regards, L m

‘ Shabbir Ahmad, DVM, MS, PhD
Acting MCAH Division Chief

Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Division, MS 8306, P.O. Box 997420, Sacramento, CA 95899
Internet Address: http://cdph.ca.qov/iCA-MCAH-HomeVisitation




Home Visiting Program Grant Update
August 6, 2010

On June 10, 2010, the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
and the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) released the initial
Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) regarding implementation of the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting
Program.

The language of the announcement can be downloaded from the following
website:

https://grants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/DisplayAttachment.asp?|D=BE1C8B53-A857-4B48-ADC9-
1D7C2F03A875

On July 1, 2010, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger designated the California

Department of Public Health as the single state entity authorized to apply for and
administer funds for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, HRSA,

ACA, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program.

The Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Division is working on the

grant application collaboratively with California Department of Social Services,

California Department of Education, California Department of Alcohol and Drug
Programs, and many other partners at the state and local levels.

MCAH is receiving many inquiries about the process that California will use to
select HV models for implementation. The purposes of this communication are
to try to clarify this process, and to provide stakeholders with some important
definitions and timelines.

Home Visiting Definition

On July 1, 2010, HRSA defined HV as an evidence-based program,
implemented in response to findings from a needs assessment, and that
includes HV as a primary service strategy. This definition would exclude
programs that provide HV infrequently or as a supplement to other primary
services. Eligible HV programs will be offered on a voluntary basis to
pregnant women or children birth to age 5. The following outcomes are
the central focus:

improved maternal and child health

prevention of childhood injuries

prevention of child abuse or maltreatment

reductions in the number of emergency department visits
improvements in school readiness and achievement
reductions in crime or domestic violence




e improvements in family economic self-sufficiency, and
e improvements in the coordination and referrals to other
community resources and supports

Criteria for Selection of Model(s)

MCAH is moving forward in its evaluation of different HV models. MCAH wili
consider HV models that meet the HRSA evidence-based criteria, only.

The legislation requires that models chosen for implementation meet several
criteria. On July 23, 2010, HRSA published proposed evidence-related criteria
for public comment through the Federal Register. Mathematica Policy Research,
Inc. is reviewing HV models and rating them according to specific criteria. The
results of the analysis are intended to assist States in identifying which evidence-
based HV models are eligible to provide services.

The invitation for public comment from the Federal Register is found at the
following link: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-18013.pdf

MCAH encourages everyone interested in making comments about this
document to respond electronically by August 17, 2010. Please see the
document for the email address.

Process for the Selection of Model(s)

MCAH has received many inquiries and comments via the HV program e-
mailbox. In the near future, MCAH will be developing comprehensive strategy for
model(s) selection, following the federal guidelines, and additional mechanisms
for stakeholder communications (e.g., SharePoint).

MCAH will be analyzing the data from the upcoming needs and capacity
assessments and, with stakeholder input, matching models that address
community needs to eligible at-risk communities. Stakeholder feedback is vital in
assisting MCAH to determine which models will specifically meet the needs of
eligible at-risk communities.

MCAH has not selected any specific models for state-based implementation at
this time. MCAH has scheduled meetings with representatives from evidence-
based and promising models, to be held throughout this month. State partners
and MCAH directors who implement specific programs locally are invited to
attend. MCAMH is also waiting for further federal guidance prior to any final
selection of models.

MCAH receives ongoing feedback from a small, collaborative workgroup
consisting of MCAH Directors and representatives from involved State and local




partners including the California Department of Social Services, California
Department of Education, California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs,
First 5 California, and the First 5 Association of California. In addition, all
comments related to HV models and the specific needs of communities are
welcome. Please submit your comments to the HV e-mailbox below.

Second FOA

As of this date, release of the second FOA is pending. The State response to
this FOA is due September 1, 2010. Therefore, capacity assessment survey
responses from local health jurisdictions are due no later than August 10,
2010. MCAH requests that you treat all inquiries that you receive related to the
Home Visiting Program grant as your top priority. Please contact your local
MCAH Director for any survey-related questions or concerns. Contact
information for local MCAH programs can be found at the following website:

hitp://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/mcah/Pages/MCAHDirectorsandl ocalTollFreeNumbers.aspx i

Third FOA

HRSA plans to release the third FOA in August 2010, which will provide
instructions for submitting an Updated State Plan for responding to the results of
the needs assessment. This FOA will specify requirements for reporting on the
State’s strategy for addressing gaps in services that are identified on the needs
assessment and criteria for evidence of the effectiveness of home visiting models
that qualify for funding under the grant.

New Website and Email Addresses

For a summary of the law pertaining to home visiting, please visit the new Home
Visiting website: http:/cdph.ca.gov/CA-MCAH-HomeVisiting

The new program email address is: CA-MCAH-HomeVisiting@cdph.ca.gov

Summary

CDPH/MCAH is the lead agency for the HV Program. MCAH submitted the
statement of intent and other required documents in response to the first federal
FOA. MCAH is completing the required needs assessment, in collaboration with
State and local partners, and in cooperation with many key stakeholders.
Selection of model(s) is pending.

The response deadlines for the grant application process are tighter than first
anticipated. MCAH is sensitive to the fact that these response times can create
stress on programs that have muitiple priorities. However, for California to
compete successfully for a home visiting program, MCAH continues to request




your cooperation and assistance by collaborating locally, and responding to
surveys related to the HV Program in accordance with deadlines.

Thank you for your continued partnership.
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