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Position Paper in Support of
Healthy Families and the CHDP Program

The California Conference of Local Directors of Maternal, Child, Adolescent Health
(CCLDMCAH) is a statewide organization of public heaith professionals committed to
improving the health and well-being of women and children in the State of California. In
keeping with its mission, the organization has taken a position to support the mission
and roles that have been proposed by the Future of CHDP Planning Group.

Mission of a Prevention-focused Child Health Program

To promote children’s health and well-being by attending to children’s physical
health, economic well-being, safety and survival, emotional and social support and
work force readiness through preventive programs linking information, resources,
and referral.

Roles of a Local Child Health Program

< Promoting, ensuring, and advocating for children’s access to comprehensive,
age-appropriate, family-centered, quality health care in a medical home in their
community.

» Collecting, analyzing, and utilizing population based data to improve the health
care delivery systems for children

*  Designing innovative, multi-disciplinary interventions focused on child health and
prevention.

e Promoting and participating in community collaboration and partnerships
reflective of educational and cultural diversity and committed to quality health
care and living standards for children and families.

The CHDP Program has a long history of experience with the population that is identified
for services by Healthy Families. In addition, local efforts by county CHDP programs
have contributed to the establishment of a working relationship with community agencies
and with a network of providers who have the ability to deliver high quality preventive
health services.

The MCAH Directors endorse the expansion of comprehensive heaith services to the
populations of children who have been served by the CHDP Program and encourages
the development of formal linkages between the CHDP Program and Healthy Families at
both the State and local levels. It is our hope that these linkages will acknowledge the
complementary roles that each program plays in serving the identified populations. We
urge the implementation of uniform standards in both programs for provider certification
and for the delivery of clinical preventive services, thus ensuring a continuum of quality
health care for eligible children that move from one system to the other.



[image: image2.png]We are mindful of the emerging importance of the CHDP Program as a possible point of
entry into Healthy Families and as a "safety net” for delivering traditional CHDP
preventive services to children who, for whatever reason, are not enrolled in Healthy
Families. These services should continue to include any needed case management to
assure follow-up evaluation of any abnormal screening exam findings. Therefore, we
encourage an active and ongoing dialogue between the CHDP and Healthy Families that
further can refine and clarify their respective places in the modeling of a seamiess
system of preventive and curative health care for low income infants, children,
adolescents, and young adults who reside in Califomia.
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