Preteen Vaccine Week Press Release TEMPLATE____________

Keep your Kids Safe Through the End of the School Year and Beyond.

Public Health Officials Urge Vaccinations for Preteens.

[city/county]– As kids and teachers start planning end of the school year celebrations, the [your local health department name] Health Director, [your local health officer], reminds parents to ensure their 11-and 12-year old children have been immunized against whooping cough and other dangerous diseases. 

“Completing immunizations before the end of the school year is one of most important and easiest things that we as parents can do to protect our children’s future,” said Dr. [your local health officer]. “Immunizations help foster a healthy life throughout their adolescent years and beyond.”

Dr. [your local health officer] is promoting Preteen Vaccine Week, February 10-16, 2013 as a statewide effort to remind families of preteens about recommended and required immunizations for 11-and 12-year olds.
This coming fall, all incoming 7th graders must provide proof of having immunization against whooping cough (‘Tdap’) before starting school. In light of whooping cough (also known as pertussis) epidemics happening nationwide, there is no reason to wait for the new school year. Health professionals urge parents to have their children vaccinated with the whooping cough booster shot, Tdap, now in order to protect them against whooping cough and to meet the school requirement. 
Immunity received from childhood vaccines can fade overtime, exposing a child to serious diseases that could easily spread, leading to missed weeks of school or worse. Besides the Tdap shot, there are other immunizations that are recommended for all preteens, including the meningococcal vaccine, and the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine 3-shot series.  This visit is a great opportunity to get caught up on other recommended immunizations, including a second chickenpox shot (if they never had chickenpox disease). Everyone older than 6 months old is also recommended to receive an annual flu vaccine. 

If a child does not have health insurance or is on Medi-Cal, your child is eligible for the Vaccines for Children Program.  Talk to your doctor or your local health department about where your child can get recommended immunizations. 

For more information, please visit www.shotsforschool.org or www.GetImmunizedCA.org. [add Local Health Department contact info if applicable]
