PRETEEN VACCINE WEEK 2013 TEMPLATE MATTE ARTICLE

For Local Health Departments, Coalitions and other Immunization Stakeholders 

This template matte article is designed for local health departments, coalitions and other immunization stakeholders for use in their educational efforts during Preteen Vaccine, February 10-16, 2013. Partners may use it in parent newsletters, to help draft web content, or for other communications. 
Protect Their Health for the Years Ahead. Immunize your Preteen Today!

Did you know that as they get older, girls and boys are at increased risk for some infections? Also, the protection provided by some childhood vaccines begins to wear off. 

Immunizations can help protect your kids, as well as their friends, community, and other family members around them like babies or grandparents.

Preteens need to have their immunization records checked to see if they are missing important shots that will protect them from dangerous diseases. 
TO DO:

· Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis)
This shot is required for 7th grade entry.


· Meningococcal
Preteens need one shot now and a booster at age 16. 


· Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
Boys and girls need 3 shots for full protection.

· Flu 
Flu vaccine is needed every year!


· Chickenpox and other catch-up vaccines
Preteens may have missed doses of childhood vaccines. Check with your doctor. 
Use any office visit, like an appointment for camp or sports physicals, to ask your doctor, nurse, pharmacist, or clinic about the shots your kids need. It could save their life!
Questions? Please visit [your website], www.GetImmunizedCA.org and www.ShotsforSchool.org. 

February 10-16, 2013 is Preteen Vaccine Week -- Protect Their Health for the Years Ahead. Immunize your Preteen Today!
