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Thank you for all your hard work in
making sure children are protected
against childhood diseases.
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By getting children vaccinated and by getting
immunized yourself, you're protecting your
family and community.

Immunization Staff Appreciation Day

ﬂ National Infant Immunization Week, April 19-26, 2008
Toddler Immunization Month, May 2008





National Infant Immunization Week Toddler Immunization Month

Campaign Kit
2008
Immunize: Stay on Track for a Lifetime of Good Health!

National Infant Immunization Week, April 19-26, 2008

Toddler Immunization Month, May, 2008

National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM) have been celebrated since 1993. They are annual observances that highlight the need to fully immunize children age 2 and younger against 14 vaccine-preventable diseases. This year’s campaign, themed “Immunizations: Stay on track for a lifetime of good health”, encourages a lifetime of good health with timely vaccinations.  

Coalitions, health departments and stakeholders are encouraged to use NIIW/TIM as a springboard to promote childhood immunizations with local activities and recognition ceremonies.

The campaign materials and resources in this kit are created for you to plan, promote and conduct successful NIIW/TIM activities. You will find everything you need, including tools, templates, and ideas.  All the documents are formatted in Microsoft Word, allowing you to tailor the materials to your needs. Text in [red] is for you to tailor with information specific to your organization or event. 

If you have any questions regarding NIIW/TIM or would like more information regarding the contents of the kit, feel free to contact:

Edgar Ednacot, MPH

California Department of Public Health

Immunization Branch
510.620.3724

edgar.ednacot@cdph.ca.gov
Have fun and happy planning 2008 NIIW/TIM events! 

Special thanks to the NIIW/TIM Planning Committee:  Suzi Bouveron, Catherine Martin, Edgar Ednacot, Justin McNiff, Mildred Flores, Lynne Foster, Miguel Reza, Nidhi Nakra, Catheryn Salibay, Lizz Romo and Deborah Dunn
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Talking Points for National Infant Immunization Week 

 Immunization Basics and Schedules
· Are your children up-to-date with their immunizations?  This week (April 19-26) marks National Infant Immunization Week, a perfect time to check your children’s immunization records to see if they are on track with their immunizations.  

· Climb aboard with baby’s first shots and stay on track for a lifetime of protection from dangerous diseases.

· Did you know babies need shots at birth, 2, 4, 6, 12, 15, and 18 months of age? Ask your doctor or clinic to make sure your baby’s on track with immunizations.

· Vaccination is one of the best things you can do to protect your children. Check with your doctor or nurse to be sure your children are on track with their immunizations. Immunize – it’s for life!

Immunizations Are Not Just for Kids

· As a parent you have a responsibility for the health of your child and for your own. Keep yourself and your baby healthy with immunizations. You gave them life. Protect it.

· We know that babies need shots to be protected against diseases.  But shots aren’t just for babies. Parents, babysitters, older siblings and grandparents also need to be up-to-date! Check with your health care provider to see how your family can stay healthy.

· Did you know if you are not up-to-date with your vaccines, you could pass on dangerous diseases that could harm your baby? Protect your family and community by being up-to-date on your immunizations!

Disease Specific Information

· The month of May also represents Hepatitis Awareness Month. Use TIM and Hepatitis Awareness Month in conjunction to promote the Hep B birth dose for all newborns. 

· Hepatitis B is a serious disease that can be transmitted from mother to baby during birth or from other people at home, but babies can be protected by a safe and effective vaccine.

· We know that babies need shots to be protected against diseases. But shots aren’t just for babies. Parents, babysitters, older siblings and grandparents also need to be up-to-date against diseases like influenza and pertussis.

· Adults over 60 should ask their provider about the new shingles vaccine. 

Safety of Immunizations

· Because immunizations are given to millions of children every year, they have to meet a higher level of safety than most medications. Safety and research studies are continually in progress to insure today’s vaccines are the safest ever!

· Immunizations are safe and effective in preventing serious diseases. Many side effects are minor and temporary, such as a sore arm or mild fever. Children are more likely to be harmed by serious infectious diseases than by immunizations.

· Vaccines are just as safe and effective when given together as they are when given separately. Multiple vaccinations do NOT increase the risk of harmful side effects.

· Vaccines are safe and effective for most individuals with a mild illness. In most cases, it’s safe for a child with a mild illness such as a low fever or cold to get immunized.

Immunization Resources

· Your doctor or clinic can help you understand when shots are needed for your family and yourself. If you have questions or concerns about immunizations, talk to your health care provider.

· Infants, toddlers and adults can receive immunizations in a range of settings including county clinics, community health centers, and private doctor’s offices.
· Vaccinations for children are usually free or low-cost, when families can’t afford them. Talk to your health care professional to find out how you can access free or low-cost immunizations.
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Suggested Activities for NIIW 2008

Consider these suggested activities to be a starting point for discussions with your Coalition members.  You may not be able to plan an activity for each day, however we hope you will try and coordinate as many as your time and resources allow. Many of these activities are simple to implement and can yield a high return in terms of visibility and impact in your community. 

Faith Community Day 
· Send the Letter to the Faith Community along with the Pulpit Announcement to local churches, synagogues, mosques, or other faith-based gathering places.
· Pulpit announcements are messages or notices to the community that church leaders make at some point during or at the end of a religious service.  Announcements coming from a religious leader can have a strong impact on the behavior of some parents and care providers.  

· Include the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet for use in their child care centers and nurseries.
· Send sample immunization posters that can be posted on bulletin boards.

WIC Partner Day
· Show your appreciation to local WIC clinic staff for their work in promoting immunizations to their clients by distributing certificates of appreciation or other incentive items (if available through your program).

· If WIC staff are using the immunization registry, work with your local registry staff to acknowledge their contribution to the registry.

· Offer to present a brief immunization update to WIC staff and if you can obtain a sponsor, provide a special dessert or luncheon. 

· Schedule a WIC participant discussion on infant and toddler immunizations.

· Ask WIC to copy and distribute the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet.
· Provide WIC offices with immunization promotional materials – brochures for clients and posters for their waiting rooms and offices. 

Coalition Day 
· Schedule a local pediatrician to speak to coalition members about the importance of being up-to-date on immunizations for both children and parents or caregivers.

· Send thank you letters to media partners who covered immunization events during the year.

· Host a media event at a community center or preschool and distribute immunization materials. 
· Announce county and/or city proclamations [see Proclamation by the Board of Supervisors Template]
· Coordinate distribution of immunization education-related materials to provider offices to be redistributed to parents.  
· Ask coalition members to post the NIIW/TIM website announcement on their coalition, member organization or County website.  
Preschool and Child Care Centers 
· Send NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet, along with handwashing signs and other materials, to preschools, child care centers, and schools with Head-Start and Pre-Kindergarten programs. 

· Distribute the “If you take care of children…” poster promoting Tdap and influenza vaccination (IMM-874 (7/07)) for child care providers. 

· Partner with coalition members to coordinate media event promoting vaccination of child care workers to protect against pertussis and influenza – “Protect Yourself – Protect Our Children”.
· Distribute immunization education-related materials to administrators of child care centers.

Provider and Clinic Staff Appreciation Day 
· Present the NIIW/TIM Certificate of Appreciation to community clinics and health department staff.
· Send Letter from local Health Officer to Health Care Providers along with list of immunization promotion materials/resources available through your local health department.

· Send thank you letters to VFC providers.

· Encourage providers to use the Immunization Registry and other immunization materials.
· Hold Provider Appreciation /Recognition [luncheon] for providers participating in registry.

· Contact health plans, physician groups and medical societies to promote NIIW/TIM through distribution lists and newsletters. 

Hospital Day 

· Send Letter from Local Health Officer to directors of hospitals that provide maternity services in the community.

· Utilize this opportunity to highlight the availability of the immunization registry in their community.  If they are already using the system – thank them for their leadership in this effort. If not, send them registry contact information. 

· Re-supply Hallmarks cards to hospitals with maternity services.

· Contact nurse or health educators responsible for coordinating prenatal classes at hospitals or birthing centers. Encourage them to use this opportunity to inform parents about the Hepatitis B birth dose and discuss the importance of on time immunizations throughout their child’s life. 

Community Action Day 

· Distribute the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet and materials to infant and toddler focused organizations or stores for distribution.

· Send announcements about NIIW/TIM to service groups such as the Kiwanis, Rotary Club and Shriners.

· Hold a community health fair and invite other health organizations and community members to join.

Thank your community partners!

· Last but not least, acknowledge your community partners, coalition members, WIC agencies, clergy, child care centers, parents, and hospital staff for their efforts in your campaign. Praise and appreciation are especially important when working with others who volunteer their time and keeps the momentum going for next year’s campaign.

Letter to the Faith Community Template
[insert date]

Dear [insert religious title]:

On-time, up-to-date immunizations are one of the best ways to keep California’s children safe and healthy. We ask for your help to remind the parents and grandparents in your congregations to keep their children on track with immunizations.  April 19-26, 2008 is National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), a time when the nation highlights the importance of childhood immunizations. 
Faith Community Day on April 20th, kicks off this week-long observance in California. We request your help in raising the awareness of your religious members on the importance of timely childhood immunizations during National Infant Immunization Week and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM) in May. 

We recommend the following methods to reinforce the messages:

· Print the enclosed Pulpit Announcement in your bulletin and/or newsletter.

· Copy the NIIW/TIM Coloring Sheet to hand out to parents and grandparents in your nursery or child care program.

· Distribute immunization education-related materials to parents. 
· Make the Pulpit Announcement during services.

Your contribution to keeping California’s children healthy and disease-free is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please contact me at [insert telephone number] or [insert email]. I am happy to provide additional materials and information at your request.

Sincerely,

[insert name]

[insert title and organization]

Pulpit Announcement  

“Our Local Health Department has asked me to remind parents, grandparents and caregivers about the need for timely immunizations. By getting your children vaccinated and by receiving recommended immunizations yourself, you are protecting your children, your family and your community. Immunize to stay on track for a lifetime of good health.”
NIIW/TIM Website Announcement  

April 19-26, 2008 National Infant Immunization Week

Immunizations are the best way to prevent many serious and life-threatening diseases. National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) is an annual observance held during the last week of April to promote the benefits of immunizations and to focus on the importance of immunizing infants against vaccine-preventable diseases by age two.  NIIW provides an excellent opportunity for immunization advocates, healthcare providers, health departments, and community leaders across the country to highlight the positive impact of immunization on the lives of infants and communities they live in, and to call attention to immunization achievements.

For more information about National Infant Immunization Week activities in California, visit the California Immunization Coalition website at www.immunizeca.org. 

Proclamation Template
Each County has their own process and possibly a template for submitting requests for Board Proclamations – contact the clerk’s office of your County/City Board of Supervisors to learn more about the process in your community)  We recommend you start the proclamation submission process as early as possible!  
April 19-26, 2008, as “National Infant Immunization Week”

Proclamation by the [insert Board of Supervisors of City/County Name]
Only fifty years ago, childhood diseases such as polio, measles, and chickenpox were fairly common in the United States. Today, thanks to vaccines, these diseases are rarely seen in this country and infections that once devastated families are no longer common threats. But other serious diseases, such as whooping cough and influenza, continue to affect the health of our families and communities like whooping cough and influenza. International travel also makes many vaccine-preventable diseases only a plane ride away.

As parents or guardians, we need to do everything we can to protect our children’s health, including ensuring they receive all their shots on time. Timely immunizations are the best defense our children have against vaccine-preventable diseases. Getting infants and toddlers immunized on time helps protect the community at large and plays a pivotal role in keeping all Californians healthy.

Because efforts are needed to continue awareness about childhood vaccines that will protect California children again serious diseases;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [insert City/County official], do hereby proclaim the week of April 19-26, 2008 as National Infant Immunization Week and the month of May 2007 as Toddler Immunization Month.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF [I have here unto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of City/County to be affixed this __the day of (month) 2008].




[insert signature line for Chairman/Mayor]





[insert Chairman/Mayor’s name]





[insert name of City/County Board of Supervisors]

Letter from Health Officer to Health Care Providers Template

[insert date]

Dear Health Care Provider:

The work you do to protect California’s children against vaccine-preventable diseases is truly appreciated. I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your efforts in providing timely immunizations to the children of our community.

National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) is April 19-26, and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM) is May 2008. This year, California is highlighting the importance of immunizations with the theme of “Immunizations: Stay on Track for a Lifetime of Good Health”. A complete immunization series helps provide infants and toddlers with the foundation for a lifetime of good health. I would like to encourage you to use this opportunity to also remind parents, babysitters, older siblings, and grandparents to receive their recommended immunizations to protect themselves, their families and community from dangerous diseases.

We encourage your office to launch special efforts to help your staff and patients focus on completing the immunization series. We urge you to use the immunization registry, reminder phone calls or postcards, and first birthday cards to keep your patients on track with immunizations. 

You play a vital role in protecting the health of the children of [insert jurisdiction]. I am grateful for your continued efforts.

Sincerely,

[insert signature line for Local Health Officer]

[insert name of Local Health Officer]

Thank You Letter to Hospitals with Maternity Services Template

[insert date]

Dear [insert contact person’s name]:

On behalf of the [insert local health department or coalition] I want to thank you and your staff for the continuous efforts of your hospital to protect our children from vaccine-preventable diseases.

This year, in collaboration with the California Department of Public Health Immunization Branch and the California Immunization Coalition, we observe National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) by acknowledging our special partners who are instrumental in promoting childhood immunizations. Please join us in celebrating NIIW Hospital Day on [insert date] by extending our thanks and appreciation to your staff. Hospitals play an important role in communicating to new parents the importance of timely immunizations. It is crucial to start babies’ immunizations on time, and your efforts are invaluable. We hope you have found the Hallmark new baby greeting card (sample enclosed), signed by Governor Schwarzenegger and First Lady Maria Shriver, helpful in your efforts. The congratulatory, personal message has become a keepsake for new parent and a lasting reminder about immunizations.

We commend your continuous participation in keeping our community healthy and disease-free.

Sincerely,

NIIW/TIM Logo and Clip Art

Copy and paste the images below into your own flyers, announcements, and website.
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National Infant Immunization Week—A national campaign to get babies immunized on time.
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A California campaign to remind families to complete
their babies' routine immunizations by 18 months of age.

California Department of PublicHealth * Immunization Branch ¢ 850 Marina Bay Parkway, Building P ® Richmond, CA 94804
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Media Timeline
Use this checklist to help you organize your PSA placements, radio announcements, and other media related activities.

Four weeks before the event 

Customize the necessary media-related items in this kit and begin preparing Press Kits. A press kit typically contains:

· Your contact and event information/Agenda 

· Press Release 

· Key Messages 

· Media Advisory

· Copy of Recommended Childhood Immunization Schedule for 2008

· Brochures, posters, or attention-grabbing materials from your organization

Research contact names for producers of broadcast morning or weekend news programs.

Three weeks before the event 

Customize the email template with your information and send to morning news program producers to pitch and schedule on-air interviews. Always ask to speak to a specific reporter or producer who normally covers health information or news.

Use the Phone Script Template and make initial calls to producers/editors. 

Two weeks before the event 

Distribute the press kits, in person, if possible.

Make follow up calls to editors and reporters.

Based on the nature of your event, contact television producers to discuss the best times for shooting. 

Submit Op-Ed piece to print media outlets editorial section editor.

One week before the event 

Send Press Release to local television stations, newspapers, and/or website via e-mail or fax.

Day before the event 

Send Media Advisory to follow up with reporters.

Phone reporters who expressed interest and schedule onsite interviews.

Follow up with television stations to assess camera crew availability.
Day of the event

Bring extra copies of the Press Kit, Media Checklist and Media Contact List.

Have members of the media sign in with their contact information for tracking and follow up purposes.

Introduce yourself to all media who attend the event. Provide them with your contact information and introduce them to your local public health experts, health officers or patients or providers attending the event.
Following the event 

Follow up with members of the media who attended your event to make sure they received all of the information they need to complete their story.

Monitor the media outlets that attended your event for media coverage.
Tips for Placing Public Service Announcements

Compile Media List 
Compile a list of stations that are likely to have audiences with the target market you desire. Remember to also ask for contact information for the PSA director or producer, the person responsible for determining which PSAs the station airs. 

Get to Know Station’s Background Information

Before pitching your PSA to a local radio or TV stations, learn more about the station programming (country, news, etc.), and its audience. Check out the station’s website. The more informed you are about how immunization may relate to their audience, the more effective you will be. 

Make Introductory Calls

Make an introductory pitch call before sending your PSAs to the radio station. Use this initial call to double-check your contact information and build rapport with the staff. Ask for information about PSA submission requirements, such as format and length. 

Deliver the PSA to the Station

Consider personally delivering your PSA to the stations so you can strengthen your relationship with the stations and their staff. 

Make Follow Up Calls

If needed, place follow up calls to find out when your announcement will run. Once you begin pitching your PSA, some radio stations may request more information about immunizations, so have information handy.

Measure Success

Ask your contacts at the stations to provide you with specific information detailing when and how many times they will run your PSA. Compile the findings to share in your summary of events for NIIW/TIM.

Phone Scripts for Communicating with Media

· Introduce yourself

· Ask to speak with the assignment editor or reporter that covers health events [health issues]. 

· Pitch the event/activity

· Give information –when, where, who

· Get e-mail address to be able to send additional information

· Ask if they plan to cover this event

Initial Pitch:

Hello.  I am calling to speak with the person responsible for covering or assigning coverage of a public health event. 

I am [insert your name] with [insert your organization]. On [insert date of event], we, along with [insert additional even partners, sponsors, etc.], will be holding a statewide “kick-off” event staged for National Infant Immunization Week, April 19 – April 26. The event will be at [insert event site name and address] from [insert event times].

We want to raise awareness about the importance of timely immunizations at birth, 2, 4, 6, 12, 15 and 18 months. You and your audience may find of particular interest the number of activities planned, including [insert all activities the children will be participating in that are worthy of media attention].
We encourage coverage of the event as a public service to promote awareness of the importance of child immunizations.

Will you be able to cover the event?  

I would like to confirm your mailing address, so I can send you a media kit about the event.  I will also send you an email reminder a week before the event. What is your email address?  

Do you have any questions at this point? Thank you and we look forward to your attendance.

Follow up pitch:

Hi [insert reporter/editor’s first name]:

 

This is [insert your name] with [insert your organization] calling to remind you that tomorrow we will be holding a statewide “kick-off” event staged for National Infant Immunization Week at [insert event site name and address] from [insert event times].

Are you still planning on covering the event?

If yes,

Great. Your coverage of the event is important as a public service to promote awareness of child immunizations.

Thanks.  We look forward to seeing you tomorrow.  

If no,

Thanks for your time and we look forward to working with you in the future.
Email Template for Communicating with Media

Dear [Reporter/Editor’s First Name]:

As previously discussed, on [insert date], from [insert event times], the [insert event partners, sponsors, etc.] will be holding a “kick-off” event for National Infant Immunization Week, April 19 – April 26. The event will be held at [insert event site, name and address]. 

With the goal of raising awareness about the importance of timely immunizations at birth, 2, 4, 6, 12, 15 and 18 months, the California Immunization Coalition is collaborating with [insert name of your county or coalition], various California immunization coalitions and health departments to coordinate the annual event. You and your audience may find of particular interest the number of activities planned, including [insert all activities that the children will be doing that are worthy of media attention].

This event will draw attention to the vulnerability of under-immunized infants and young children when they are exposed to serious, yet vaccine-preventable illnesses. It protects the child, your family and the community.

We invite you to attend this event and encourage coverage of its activities as a public service to promote awareness of the importance of childhood immunizations.

Please contact me with any questions or for more information on the event.

Thank you and best regards, 

[insert your name and contact information]
Press Release Template

	For immediate release
	Contact: [insert contact’s name]

	[insert date]
	[insert contact’s phone number]


National Infant Immunization Week Urges Parents to Stay on Track with Immunizations

The U. S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), and the [insert organization sponsoring observance] will launch National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 19-26, 2008. Communities throughout California are expected to participate in NIIW by sponsoring activities emphasizing the importance of timely infant, childhood, and adult immunizations.

NIIW is an annual observance emphasizing the need to fully immunization children ages 2 and younger against vaccine-preventable diseases. This year, California is encouraging infant and toddler immunizations with their theme, “Immunizations: Stay on track for a lifetime of good health.” Children and their caregivers need timely immunizations to protect themselves and their community from vaccine-preventable diseases.

“We can now protect more children and adults in California from more diseases than ever before,” said [insert local health officer’s name], Local Health Officer. “Parents and caregivers can easily pass diseases to their children. Take the time to keep your children and yourself on track with immunizations to ensure a healthy family.”

Immunizations are among the most successful and cost-effective public health tools available for preventing disease and death. High immunization coverage levels in a community translate into a healthy community. A decision to vaccinate is a decision to protect not only an individual, but the entire community as well.

For more information about immunizations, call [insert sponsoring organization’s number] or visit [insert sponsoring organization’s website].

###

Media Advisory/Photo Opportunity Template 

NIIW/TIM Kicks Off at Local Health Department

National Infant Immunization Week and Toddler Immunization Month are annual observances to highlight the need for routine vaccinations and to promote access to health services for infants and toddlers. The [insert hosting organization] is having a [insert description of event] event to launch this year’s campaign.]
DATE: [insert date of media advisory/photo opportunity]
TIME: [insert best time for media to arrive]
PLACE: [insert address of the event location]
CONTACT: [insert contact name, address, phone number, fax number, or email address]
WHO WILL BE THERE: [insert the names of people or groups who will be in attendance.] In addition to many parents and infants, [insert name of local Health Officer or other key speaker], representatives from the local immunization coalition, the local Immunization Coordinator, and local community leaders will be present at the event.
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