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“Up To Date? Celebrate!”
National Infant Immunization Week &

Toddler Immunization Month 2007
Statewide Immunization Campaign

Campaign Summary & Media Coverage
Overview

In an effort to increase awareness about the importance of infant immunizations, the California Coalition for Childhood Immunization (C3I), the California Department of Health Services (CDHS) Immunization Branch and the California Distance Learning Health Network (CDLHN) staged a series of statewide educational events involving thousands of children and adults during National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 21-April 28, 2007, and Toddler Immunization Month (TIM), May 2007.  The theme of this year’s campaign was “Up To Date? Celebrate!” and we encouraged coordinators across the state to target under-served populations, such as the African American and Latino communities.
To promote childhood immunizations, counties and local immunization coalitions educate parents and childcare providers about the seriousness of vaccine-preventable diseases and the need to get our children immunized. The 2007 NIIW/TIM campaign has raised awareness about the importance of getting children immunized on time, every time, and to celebrate those children who are up-to-date.  As immunization rates have climbed, reductions in vaccine-preventable diseases have been seen across the state.  Organizations throughout California have put together a variety of events, such as health fairs and appreciation lunches to celebrate the work being done to get children up-to-date with their immunizations.  These are just some of the Up To Date? Celebrate! events held at various settings across the state. 

Forty-five counties/organizations throughout California participated in the 2007 Up To Date? Celebrate! campaign, which highlighted the importance of infant immunizations.
Many organizations partnered in these efforts including:
[image: image17.wmf]California Coalition for Childhood Immunizations (C3I) is a non-profit organization comprised of leaders from various public and private statewide organizations that work together to promote improved levels of childhood immunization.
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California Department of Health Services (CDHS) Immunization Branch, provides leadership and support to public and private sector efforts to protect the population against vaccine-preventable diseases.
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California Distance Learning Health Network (CDLHN) links healthcare providers to the latest information on public health and safety issues, as well as provides access to continuing education opportunities.

Other strategic partners included California immunization coalitions and county health departments.
CAMPAIGN PLANNING & RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
The NIIW/TIM core committee began planning for the 2007 events in August, 2006.  To support the local planning efforts, the core committee hosted six (6) All-Participant conference calls beginning with a C3I Education Hour in December, 2006 to officially kick-off the 2007 NIIW/TIM campaign.  During the initial call, participants were introduced to the Up To Date? Celebrate! theme and encouraged to get involved in the 2007 campaign.  C3I, CDLHN and the CDHS Immunization Branch coordinated and facilitated monthly conference calls leading up to the campaign, aiming to get participants excited about planning their activities, familiarizing them with campaign resources, and encouraging networking and brainstorming across counties and coalitions.  Each call focused on issues surrounding event planning and covered strategies for maximizing media coverage.
The NIIW/TIM 2007 campaign featured four (4) main resources: a Campaign Kit, a Media Tool Kit, a Press Packet, and Toys.  The Campaign Kit contained a variety of materials to assist participants in planning, developing, and promoting their community event.  The Media Tool Kit included materials to assist participants in targeting and contacting the local media, including a comprehensive list of media outlets (radio, television, and print) for their specific area.  The Press Packets included important campaign information and were designed for distribution directly to the media.  Toys that emphasized the campaign message, including streamers, bubbles and hats, were made available for event activities involving children.
Summary of Events & Outreach
C3I, CDLHN and the CDHS Immunization Branch partnered with immunization coalitions and county health departments throughout California to coordinate statewide kickoff events for NIIW/TIM.  This year’s campaign was truly a collaborative effort.  Forty-five (45) California health jurisdictions and coalitions participated in the 2007 Up To Date? Celebrate! campaign and there were 56 events held across the state to raise awareness about vaccine-preventable diseases.  Events were held at schools, parks, churches and other local venues.  Highly visual events attracted media attention by featuring IZZY the Bear and children participating in activities that included:
· Singing immunization songs

· A parade float
· Playing games
· Distributing stickers, brochures, and videos regarding immunizations 
· Coloring in immunization coloring books

· Gathering materials to take home to parents

· Sampling goody bags

· Open house presentation 

· Health Fairs

· Free immunizations
Some counties performed alternate methods of outreach either in combination with an event or as a separate entity.  Alternate methods of participation included:
· Articles in local newspapers
· Posters on public buses  

· Newsletter articles

· Local radio and TV station interviews 

· English/Spanish posters displayed on buses and at area community centers
· Website promotion 
· Certificates of appreciation for providers, staff, the faith community and coalitions

· Distributing goody bags to families

· Proclamations through city officials
· Physician forums and webcasts
· Provider and staff luncheons

· Employee appreciation activities
The following counties/organizations participated in the Up To Date? Celebrate! campaign:

Alameda County Public Health

Amador County Public Health

City of Berkeley Public Health

Colusa County Health and Human Services

Contra Costa Public Health Department Immunization Branch

County of Santa Clara Immunization Program

Del Norte Health Department

Department of Health Services Immunization Branch, Fresno

First 5, Amador County

Fresno County Department of Community Health

Humboldt County Public Health

Immunize LA Kids

Imperial County Health Department

Imperial County Immunization Coalition

Inyo County Health and Human Services
Kern County Public Health

Los Angeles County Immunization Program

Marin County Health and Human Services

Merced County Public Health

Modoc County Public Health

Monterey County Health Department

Napa County Public Health

Pasadena Public Health Department Immunization Program

Polk County Public Health

Riverside County Public Health

Sacramento County IAP Program

Sacramento Native American Health Center

San Benito County Public Health

San Bernardino County Department of Public Health

San Diego Health and Human Services

San Francisco Department of Public Health

San Joaquin County Public Health

San Luis Obispo County Health Department

San Mateo County Immunization Program

San Jose Immunization Program

Santa Barbara County Public Health

SHEILDS for Families, Black Immunization Project

Stanislaus County Health Department

Stanislaus Immunization Coalition

Tehama County Public Health

Trinity County Health Department

Tulare County Health Department

Tule River Indian Health Center

Ventura County Department of Public Health

Yolo County Health Department

Summary of Media Coverage

Overall, Up To Date? Celebrate! media coverage was comprehensive with featured print stories, television news coverage, and radio interviews.  Campaign events generated numerous stories in the local media across the state, including running radio PSA’s and participating in interviews with the Spanish media.  The Northeast Valley Health Corporation distributed immunization posters targeting low-income areas throughout San Fernando.  The Fresno County Department of Community Health sponsored a float which participated in the 93rd Annual Clovis Rodeo Parade. 
Regional Events

Listed below are summaries of regional events, outreach, and media coverage for the 2007 Up To Date? Celebrate! campaign.  Each of these events required dedication and copious hours of preparation and implementation by the event coordinators and staff working in combination with the statewide campaign team.  This incredible teamwork and collaboration produced the tremendous results described for some of the events below.
Fresno County Department of Community Health/Immunization Coalition of Fresno/Madera Counties 
The Fresno County Department of Communization Health Immunization Program staff partnered with other coalition staff to sponsor a float which participated in the 93rd Annual Clovis Rodeo Parade.  The float was decorated with western gear, and eight (8) children accompanied by their parents on bales of hay waving streamers and blowing bubbles celebrating the Up To Date? Celebrate! theme.  A colorful banner was created to outline the vaccines currently being offered to protect young children from vaccine-preventable diseases.  Six (6) staff members ran along the side of the float and passed out bubbles, crayons, and immunization stickers to crowds lined up to watch the parade.  A staff person on horseback, dressed in a tuxedo with cabbage patch babies stuffed in her saddlebags, rode behind the float to add to the atmosphere of celebration.  Frizzy the Fresno County IZ Bear and a student nurse, dressed in scrubs, kept the children company as well.  Parade announcers situated at various locations throughout the parade read a portion of the script included in the press packet emphasizing the importance of immunizations and celebrating being up to date with recommended vaccines.  The message was presented approximately 15 times.

Immunize LA Kids
Immunize LA Kids held a health fair to provide free immunizations and to raise awareness about the importance of receiving timely immunizations.  They also provided other free health services including dental, vision and hearing screenings, blood pressure checks, blood glucose tests, and confidential HIV tests.  Information, referrals and resources on a variety of local health-related services were available.  In addition, they ran a local media campaign during NIIW on KJLH radio.  The media campaign consisted of our “Grandma” PSA, an interview with a local pediatrician, some sponsor mentions, distribution of Coalition materials at events in their service area, and the IZ LA Kids logo was featured on the KJLH website.

Kern County Department of Public Health

Kern County Public Health hosted a press conference to celebrate NIIW/TIM and the 10 year anniversary of Kern’s participation in the California Immunization Registry.  At the press event children were given bubbles to blow, crayons and pages to color, and Sammy the Squirrel (preparedness mascot) made an appearance.  The setting was inside a play area with healthy children freely mingling in the background and foreground.  Media coverage included Family Magazine, KUZZ radio, Ch 29 TV, and El Popular Newspaper.  The Department of Public Health shared an agenda, Immunization facts, and key messages with each media representative in attendance.  There was front page coverage in El Popular Newspaper, a prominent Spanish Language Weekly.  Kern County also invited the general public to a May 30, 2007 demonstration of the CAIR registry software.  The CAIR Demo event targeted families with a ½ page full-color ad in a family magazine.  In addition, they sent flyers to 30+ school districts, and to 40 family advocates with a potential outreach to 2000 families.   
Los Angeles County Immunization Program

The Immunization Program produced radio spots, emphasizing the importance of timely immunization and the benefits of being up-to-date.  Radio spots ran from April 23 – June 30, 2007.  Immunization Program provided technical support for local immunization coalition events.  They also provided technical support to the African American Immunization Collaborative in hosting a mini-health fair for Toddler Immunization Month (TIM).
Northeast Valley Health Corporation

On Monday, April 23, 2007, from 9:00am-12:00pm, Northeast Valley Health Corporation, Women, Infant and Children Program, Health Net and L.A. Care held a statewide “kick-off” event staged for National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW) and the Cover the Uninsured, April 21 – April 28.  With the goal of raising awareness about the importance of timely immunizations at birth, 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, and 12, 15 and 18 months, the California Coalition for Childhood Immunization collaborated with Los Angels County, various California Immunization Coalitions and Health Departments to coordinate this event.  A number of activities were planned, including:

· Free immunizations

· Fun activities for the children

· Light refreshments

· Goody bags

· Health insurance information

· Health plans available

Sacramento County Department of Health and Human Services

Sacramento County conducted a 5 week multilingual radio campaign with 9 local radio stations.  A :60 radio spot was translated in Spanish, Russian and Hmong.  The spot focused on the awareness of timely immunizations and referred listeners to the local IAP program.  An ad ran in a local Russian paper, an article was placed in the County newsletter, a website link was put on 2 radio stations, 4 radio interviews were conducted, and a letter was sent to Pediatrician MDs, Family Practice MDs, and General Practice MDs.
San Diego County Immunization Branch

The San Diego County Immunization Branch conducted the following activities for NIIW 2007:
· The Board of Supervisors presented a NIIW proclamation to the San Diego County Immunization Initiative (I-3) co-chairs.

· The I-3 Coalition meeting focused on NIIW and 2 provider of the year awards were presented by Dr. Wilma Wooten, the interim chief with the San Diego County Health and Human Services Agency.
· Letters and certificates were mailed to all school and childcare centers that achieved 100% immunization rates for all kids enrolled based on the school annual reports.

· SDIB, in collaboration with the WIC program in City Heights, hosted a media event and children’s health fair for WIC families that are up to date with immunizations and local Head Start program for 4 year olds.  Two media organizations attended – Fox 6 and a Spanish TV station.

· Several community-based health fairs occurred during this week and the SDIB provided IZ materials and NIIW color sheets for distribution.

San Francisco Immunization Coalition

The San Francisco Immunization Coalition awarded certificates of honor signed by Mayor Gavin Newsom to 12 Medical Providers who are enrolled in the San Francisco Immunization Registry.  Volunteers visited their clinics to acknowledge them, present them with certificates of honor, and to distribute mugs and Starbucks gift cards to those who have entered into the registry.  In addition, the volunteers delivered crayons, bubbles, stickers, coloring papers, and streamers.

For Medical Providers who don’t use the Registry, the Immunization Coalition mailed out information packets outlining the benefits of joining the Bay Area Regional Immunization Registry.  To raise awareness in the community, the San Francisco Immunization Coalition partnered with Mission Neighborhood Health Center and Univision (channel 14), the Spanish – speaking community’s source of news. On Saturday, April 21st, Univision aired an interview with Dr. Jaime Ruiz and Cecilia Sandoval in “Encuentro en la Bahia.” This was an opportunity for Dr. Ruiz to talk about the importance of immunizations, and for Cecilia to talk about the Immunization Registry and the work of the Coalition.
Santa Barbara County Public Health Department

Santa Barbara’s Health Department held a number of events during the 2007 NIIW/TIM campaign.  The events held throughout the county are detailed below:
· Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors – NIIW/TIM Proclamation

· Doctor Letter with Immunization Supply Order form

· CMS Newsletter Announcement
· Preschool/Childcare Memo with coloring sheet for students

· Public Health Staff Appreciation Day

· PSAs

· NIIW/TIM message on Santa Barbara County and Immunization Program Website.

· Scrolling PSA on Government Access TV

· Coloring sheets, crayons and bubbles distributed by Public Health CHDP/Immunization clinics

· Immunization brochures and posters posted at WIC sites

· Provided Tdap to school nurses during the Annual School Nurses Day
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Up To Date? Celebrate!
National Infant Immunization Week &

Toddler Immunization Month 2007
Statewide Campaign

Event Photos 
The following is a collection of photos from this year’s campaign activities, which were submitted by several event coordinators:
Fresno County Department of Community Health

The Fresno County Department of Community Health and the Immunization Coalition of Fresno/Madera Counties partnered to sponsor a float in a local parade during NIIW/TIM.
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Immunize LA Kids

During the health fair, families were provided with free health services and a variety of information along with free immunizations.
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Kern County Department of Public Health
Toddler Immunization Month photos taken at the Sterling Child Development press conference.  
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Northeast Valley Health Corporation
Pictures from the NVHC’s kick-off press conference and media event during NIIW.
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