
CDPH HAI Program 

Use of ICD-CM Diagnosis Codes to “Flag” Post-operative Patients for Further Evaluation of Possible SSI 

Below is a list of “flag” codes that when used as an adjunct to an already robust SSI surveillance program, has demonstrated as much as a 50% 

improvement in SSI case finding. Remember when using these codes, they flag cases that may indicate infection.  

Using ICD-CM9 or ICD-CM 10 codes is not meant as a substitute for your SSI surveillance program. Many cases go undetected if a culture was not 

done or there was no return to surgery or readmission. It is an excellent adjunct to improve your case finding and focus for improvement where 

needed. 

INSTRUCTIONS for using post-operative ICD-CM9 or ICD-CM10 codes:   

 Ask you billing or medical records department for a report of each of the NHSN procedures that your hospital performs from the list of 

NHSN procedures below. 

 From this list have your billing or medical records department screen these NHSN procedures using the additional ICD-CM 9 or ICD-10 

procedure codes corresponding to the appropriate procedure in the table below. 

 Be sure to query the billing or medical record data to include the index surgical admission and any admission up to  

o 40 days after surgery for those procedures requiring 30 day surveillance, per NHSN protocol 

o 100 days after surgery for those procedures requiring 100 day surveillance, per NHSN protocol 

 Be sure to produce a separate list for each specific surgery type. ( one list for colon, one for abdominal hysterectomy…etc) 

 To assist you in chart review, the list should include:  

o  Patient name 

o The ICD-CM9 or ICD-CM10 code flagging the record 

o Original procedure date 

o Discharge date 

o Date of admission 

 Generate an NHSN list of all SSI events reported during this surveillance time frame 

 Compare the SSI you discovered using the ICD-CM9 or ICD-CM10 codes to what was reported to NHSN and adjust accordingly. 

 



CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

AAA 
 

996.6 

996.62 
998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA  

T82.7XXA 

T85.79XA 

  

APPY 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

569.5 
569.81 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K63.0 

K63.2  

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  
  

BILI 567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
568.38 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  
  

CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

CARD 513.1 
682.2 

730.08 
996.61 
996.62 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

J85.3  

L03.319 
M86.18 

M86.28 

T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T82.6XXA 

T82.7XXA 

CBGB 
& 
CBGC 

513.1 
682.2 

730.08 
996.61 
996.62 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

J85.3  

L03.319 
M86.18 

M86.28 

T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T82.6XXA 

T82.7XXA 

CHOL 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  
  

CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

COLO 567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

569.5 
569.61 
569.81 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K63.0 

K63.2  

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

K94.02 

K94.12 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  

CSEC 567.21 
567.22 
567.29 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

K65.0 

K65.1 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

  
  

FUSN 996.6 
996.69 
998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

T85.79XA 
  
  

CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

FX 
 

996.6 
996.66 
996.67 
996.69 
998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

T84.50XA  

T84.60XA 

T84.7XXA 

T85.79XA 
  

GAST 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  
  

HPRO 996.6 
996.66 
996.67 
996.69 
998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

T84.50XA  

T84.60XA 

T84.7XXA 

T85.79XA 
  

HTP 998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

  



CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

HYST 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

K65.0 

K65.1 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

  
  

KPRO 
 

996.6 
996.66 
996.67 
996.69 
998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

T84.50XA  

T84.60XA 

T84.7XXA 

T85.79XA 
  

KTP 998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

  

LAM 
 

998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

  

LTP 
 

998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

  

NEPH 998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

  

CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

OVRY 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

K65.0 

K65.1 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

  
  

PACE 
 

682.2 
996.61 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T82.6XXA 

T82.7XXA 

REC 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

569.5 
569.61 
569.81 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K63.0 

K63.2 

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

K94.02 

K94.12 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  

CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

RFUSN 996.6 
996.69 
998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

T85.79XA 
  
  

SB 567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

569.5 
569.61 
569.81 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K63.0 

K63.2  

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

K94.02 

K94.12 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  

SPLE 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  
  

THOR 
 

998.51 
998.59 

T81.4XXA 

  

CDC 
Proc 
Code 

ICD-9 
Code 

ICD-10     
Code 

VHYS 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

K65.0 

K65.1 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

  
  

XLAP 
 

567.21 
567.22 
567.29 
567.38 

682.2 
998.31 
998.32 
998.51 
998.59 

998.6 

K65.0 

K65.1 

K68.19 

L03.319 
T81.31XA 

T81.32XA  

T81.4XXA 

T81.83XA 

  
  

 


