
Questions and Answers RECEIVED FROM NETWORK CONTRACTORS 

regarding MORATORIUM Neri items 
(As of April, 2010)

NOTES:  
These questions and answers only address NERI products that are distributed to the public as reinforcement items. Items that are used by teachers/staff for nutrition education purposes such as food demonstrations are not covered under the moratorium guidelines, and can be purchased with Network funds for those purposes.  
Since there is not a clear distinction between ink and paint, non-paper products that are imprinted with ink or paint fall under the moratorium.  
1Q:
Are the plastic bags okay to pass out?  

1A:
Yes. 

2Q:
Is there a list online of Network NERI items that are okay to pass out and which are not?
2A: 
The Online ordering site list s materials produced by the Network that are approved for purchase and distribution.
3Q:
Are water bottles ok to pass out?

3A:
No.

4Q:
Can glass measuring cups and wooden cutting boards be purchased for teachers to use in the classroom?

4A:
Yes. As noted above, items that are used by teachers/staff for demonstration purposes can be purchased with Network funds.
5Q:
Can erasers, pencils and rulers be purchased and distributed to students in the classroom?
5A:
No

6Q:
Can pens and pencils be purchased through Produce for Better Health or other vendors? 
6A:
No

7Q:
Are pens with contractor logos allowable as promotional items?
7A:
No

8Q:
Can contractors provide lead analysis from a company regarding safety of items they want to purchase?
8A:
No. A   standardized testing and sampling procedure that ensures the public safety does not currently exist. 
9Q:
Can contractors purchase plain cotton/poly aprons with no logo that have printing or embroidery on them? 
9A:
Items with embroidery are ok. Items with paint or ink are not ok.

10Q:
Can contractors purchase sweatshirts with embroidery?

10A
Items with embroidery are ok.

11Q:
Can contractors give out t-shirts, caps from outside vendors?
11A:
Yes, however Network funds cannot be used to purchase any items that do not meet the moratorium guidelines and those that have ink or paint on them. Additionally, the source and funding of these materials must be clearly identified.  Distribution of these items is the responsibility of the vendor and contractor. Any potential problems with the distribution and safety of these products rest solely with the sponsors of the item.
12Q:
Is it ok to purchase products that have ink on them (e.g. t-shirts)? 
12A:
No

13Q:
Can contractors purchase non-Network cloth items (e.g. t shirts, aprons, hats, pot holders) with ink?
13A:
a) No

14Q:
CAFB would like to be able to use the green mesh bags with nutrition education messages on them at food banks’ 
produce distributions. Is that ok?  
14A:
No.  Because the mesh bags contain ink, there is no way to ensure the safety of items with ink at this time. 
15Q:
Are the Network’s jump ropes available to purchase on-line?

15A:
No.  

16Q:
Are T-shirts with the Champions for Change logo ok to distribute? 
16A:
No.  Because the t shirts are silk screen and therefore contain ink, there is no way to ensure the safety of these items at this time.
17Q:
Can contractors purchase pedometers that are not from the Network?
17A:
Only if they meet the guidelines set forth in January 2008 regarding moratorium items and there is no ink on them.  In addition they need to follow the USDA guidelines that require NERI to contain a nutrition message and be under $4.00. 
18Q
Are the following items allowable under the moratorium rules: “MyPyramid.gov” bracelets, MyPyramid magnets, 
Fruit and Veggies Pocket Pal, MyPyramid Pocket Pal, Mini kickball, collapsible “koozie” bottle cooler, breakaway 
lanyard(personalized, and More Matters large Guide Holder?
18A:
Since we do not know what these products are made of Network funds cannot be used to purchase these items at this time. 
19Q:
Can contractors recycle the Network water bottles locally?

19A:
No. These items will be picked up by the Network.  Please refer to Program Letter # 09-04.
20Q:
Can contractors purchase lanyards (no paints/coatings/metal/plastic components)?
20A:
Only if they meet the guidelines set forth in January 2008 regarding moratorium items   and there is no ink on them In addition they need to follow the USDA guidelines that require NERI to contain a nutrition message and be under $4.00.         
21Q:
Can contractors purchase printed paper products from Produce for Better Health?

21A:
Yes

22Q:
Has standardized testing to ensure safety with respect to lead levels been established?
22A:
No.
23Q:
What are the guidelines/provisions for disposal items contractors are unable to distribute due to lead moratorium 
and/or items that bear the 5 a day or Nutrition Network logo?

23A:
Program Letter No. 09-04 sets out these guidelines.

24Q:
Can contractors purchase NERI items with their Network state share budget?

24A:
Since State Share and Federal Share budgets combined are considered the Network Program, any NERI purchases made with state share budgets must meet the Guidelines set forth in the January 2008 regarding moratorium items.  In addition, non paper products with ink cannot be purchased with Network funds, state or federal.
25Q:
Are postcards that are made into magnets ok to distribute?

25A:
No

26Q:
Can contractors buy stickers to give out to kids (older than 6)?

26A:
Stickers that meet the moratorium criteria would be ok.
27Q:
Can balloons be purchased as NERI?
27A:
No. 

PAGE  
2

