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With CDC’s recent release of the Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW) 
funding opportunity announcement (FOA) through American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act funds, our nation is experiencing an unprecedented investment of 
stimulus dollars into community health and prevention. 
 
As counties, tribal governments and states are preparing their CPPW proposals, we want 
to make sure that you are aware of key resources in California to advance joint use--the 
shared use of public facilities (e.g., schools, parks, etc.)--to support and promote physical 
activity. California offers a wide array of natural resources and infrastructure for physical 
activity, but many families struggle to gain access to parks, pools and playgrounds.  Joint 
use represents an important example of a CDC MAPPS (Media, Access, Point of 
Promotion, Price, Social Support) strategy for increasing activity.  Joint Use is a policy 
and practice that local governments can influence, bring to scale and sustain. Joint use is 
a ‘shovel-ready’ strategy that can support health, promote collaboration and serve as an 
asset to the community. 
 
California’s Joint Use Statewide Taskforce (JUST) was established in May 2008 to 
bring attention to joint use of public facilities as a beneficial solution for communities 
working to enhance opportunities for activity and play. JUST includes organizations 
representing health, civil rights, community collaboratives, planners, local elected and 
appointed officials, park and recreation officials, school board administrators, academic 
researchers as well as a growing list of groups interested in ensuring that all children have 
a safe place to get active and play within easy reach. 
 
JUST has developed www.jointuse.org, a ‘one-stop-shop’ for the issue of joint use in 
partnership with Berkeley Media Studies Group. The site includes video successes, youth 
photovoice projects documenting local challenges, up-to-date research, policy resources, 
a discussion board for real-time interaction, and a joint-use locator of over 80 local joint 
use agreements in California.  JointUse.org is also a gateway to taskforce member 
organizations which are deeply involved in advancing joint use and many of whom offer 
technical support for local groups.  
 
JUST is working to build statewide momentum to maximize access to parks, pools and 
playgrounds.  We invite you to use jointuse.org as a resource. Please contact 
manal@preventioninstitute.org if you have any questions about JUST and consider 
linking to JUST and becoming part of this statewide effort. 
 
We wish you much success as you craft your proposal and look forward to opportunities 
to work with you to advance community health and prevention. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Manal J. Aboelata, MPH 
Program Director 
Prevention Institute (on behalf of the Joint Use Statewide Taskforce) 
 


