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CX3 Tier 2 – NF8 Mobile Vending 

Survey Instructions
Alternative sources of high quality, healthy, affordable food are available and accessible in low income neighborhoods (e.g., food-buying cooperatives, mobile grocer, and farmers’ market, community garden, Community Supported Agriculture, food stands, flea markets).

 Planning

Surveys of mobile vending are limited to 500 feet (one block) of schools.  Refer to the Tier 1 GIS mapping of fast food outlets where a 1,000 foot buffer was drawn around schools and modify the buffer to 500 feet.  This will be the area or radius to survey using the Mobile Vending Survey. Since both the Outdoor Advertising survey and this survey of mobile vending are looking at the area around schools, surveying efforts can be coordinated to collect data for both at the same time.  

Mapping 

If an additional map or refreshed list is needed from the GIS, locate each school for the survey and draw a 500 foot buffer around the school.  Don't forget to click on the "Select" button on the left side of the screen and then click on the school.  The "i" next to the school layer will need to be clicked on so that it is yellow and not blue.  Once you've clicked on the school to select it for the buffer, you will see a blue box around the school.  Then go to the advanced tab and buffer selection on the right side of the screen to display the 500 ft buffer.  Print out a copy of each school area after applying the 1,000 foot radius buffer. Follow the instructions from Tier 1 to print the maps.  A map of the survey area is needed for each of the schools to survey in the neighborhood(s).  In general, 500 ft is approximately a one block distance, but mobile vendors may cluster nearby entrances/exits to the schools.  Mapping where the entrances/exits to the school are is important to prepare for data collection. 
Data Collection

The CX3 Mobile Vending Survey documents the vendor type, the main product sold by each vendor, specific marketing practices, if they have a valid permit (if permitting exists in your jurisdiction), and how much of the food products sold are healthy.  Fill out one survey for each school (500’ radius).  Since vendors may cluster nearby entrances/exits, surveyors should be positioned strategically to collect data about vendors and should compare descriptions of vendors to avoid recording the same vendor twice among surveyors.  Surveyors should be prepared to collect data as soon as the exit bell rings signaling the closing of the school day.  It may be helpful for surveyors to mark on a printed map the location of each of the vendors recorded in the survey with a brief note about them as another method to avoid duplicates.
Remember to take a camera so pictures can be taken of the types vendors, but it is respectful to ask permission even though not required since you are simply capturing conditions in the environment.  Every vendor recorded on the survey does not need to be photographed.  If a photo is taken, it is suggested that a system is developed to somehow record which vendors were photographed.  This will enable the matching of photos with the locations documented on the survey. 
The mobile vending survey is limited to vendors selling food or beverages.  A short listing of how to classify the main product sold is included on the survey. A space for “other” is provided for surveyors to record products that surveyors may be unsure of how to classify or want to make special note.  

Organizing the Survey, Surveyors, Training, Preparing for Survey Day

Please refer to the data collection guidelines for additional guidance on preparing for surveying.  Examples of the different types of vendors need to be provided with the surveys before going into the field to collect data. Please refer to the protocol to assist with recognition of vendor types.  

Finalizing the Surveys

Review the surveys for accuracy and completeness.  Resolve any outstanding issues found from review with the surveyors as much as possible at the school site or immediately after data collection.  Make copies of completed surveys prior to preparing for data entry and analysis.  If you are using the CX3 tracking form, enter the dates completed and sent for the neighborhoods. 
For CalFresh information, call 1-877-847-3663. Funded by USDA SNAP, an equal opportunity provider and employer. Visit www.cachampionsforchange.net for healthy tips. •California Department of Public Health
Key Program Planning Questions


Does mobile vending or impermanent food stands in the neighborhood and especially surrounding schools provide healthy foods or beverages? Do vendors exhibit healthy or unhealthy marketing practices?  If so, to what extent are healthy foods and beverages promoted?
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