Storefront advertising restrictions for alcohol retailers
Every business with an off-sale premises license to sell alcoholic beverages has restrictions on storefront advertising.  No more than one-third of the square footage of windows and glass doors of an alcohol retailer may have advertising signs of any sort.

WHAT are the penalties?

If you break the law, you may be fined up to $1,000 or may be sentenced to not more than six months imprisonment.

WHO enforces this law?

The Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control and local law enforcement agencies.

WHERE can I find a copy of the law?

www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html Business and Professions Code 

Sections 25612.5(c)(7) and 25617

Local advertising restrictions can be more strict.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or health department to find out about any local storefront advertising restrictions.

Note from Ellen:  I contacted the San Francisco are ABC office re:  enforcement.  “The purpose of the law is to maintain a clear view so if can’t see through the window or door to store interior because products are obstructing the view, then the store is in violation.  Many retailers simply board up their windows because they then are considered a wall so not subject to this rule.”

Conclusion:  calculate % of windows and doors that are obstructed by advertising or product (including product that is outside in front of the window).

See next page for Business and Professions Code Sections 25612.5(c)(7) and 25617

Business and Professions Code 
Sections 25612.5(c)(7) and 25617


(c) Other than as provided in subdivision (a), each retail licensee shall comply with all of the following:

(7) No more than 33 percent of the square footage of the windows and clear doors of an off-sale premises shall bear advertising or signs of any sort, and all advertising and signage shall be placed and maintained in a manner that ensures that law enforcement personnel have a clear and unobstructed view of the interior of the premises, including the area in which the cash registers are maintained, from the exterior public sidewalk or entrance to the premises.
However, this latter requirement shall not apply to premises where there are no windows, or where existing windows are located at height that precludes a view of the interior of the premises to a person standing outside the premises.

25617.  Every person convicted for a violation of any of the provisions of this division for which another penalty or punishment is not specifically provided for in this division is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
