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California Health eQuality yesterday released a map of health information organizations across the state. It shows a marked
increase from last year's tally of counties that have some kind of health information exchange network.

"It shows progress," said Rayna Caplan, senior program officer at the UC-Davis Institute for Population and Health
Improvement, which oversees the CHeQ program. "Communities of providers around the state have been working tirelessly

for years on this, and [this map] shows they're succeeding."

The map highlights 35 counties which either have operational or emerging community HIO initiatives. That's well over half of
California's 58 counties, and it's a big difference from last year's progress, Caplan said.

"Three went live, another is live in the pilot stage, and four new community initiatives were also established [in the past
year]," Caplan said. "Looking back, we've seen tremendous growth and progress in the past year or so."

One focus of attention for CHeQ has been rural and underserved areas, Caplan said. "The newer initiatives are in rural and
underserved areas and in the Central Valley, where people need it most," Caplan said. "The problems of scarcity and
distance that providers face in rural areas, that's where access to information can make a huge difference.”

Of course, the big white areas of the map also reveal where more work is needed, she said.

"It's a living document that's constantly evolving," Caplan said. "It's a journey and we're still on it. Progress happens every
day. There's still a lot of work to be done."

CHeQ hopes to eventually release an interactive map, Caplan said. "But for now," she said, "this is a good portrayal of
where we are and what kind of difference we've made. We feel like we may have gotten to some kind of tipping point now."

© 1998 - 2014. All Rights Reserved. California Healthline is published daily
for the California HealthCare Foundation by The Advisory Board Company.

http://www.californiahealthline.org/capitol-desk/2013/1 1/new-map-shows-health-technolog... 2/3/2014



Community Health Information
Organizations (HIOs) in California
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DEFINITIONS Ty
COMMUNITY HI0s: HIOs that organize
and govern HIE for a specific set of
unaffiliated health care delivery 0o

organization participants, often within a
geographic medical service area, to enable
interoperability and secure electronic
sharing of patient health information.

OPERATIONAL:" These HIOs are
transmitting data between participating
health care delivery organizations.

EMERGING:" Not yet transmitting data.
HIOs may be getting organized, defining
shared visions, goals, and objectives,
identifying funding sources and technology
vendors, and setting up legal and
governance structures.

*Definitions adapted from the eHealth Initiative (eHl) health
information exchange (HIE) maturity schemna.
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NOTES

Q@A iwns represent HIOs providing or

planning services in that county. HIOs
may include many health care delivery
organizations in the county oronly a
select group. Placement of icon does not
indicate the exact geographic location
of the HIO.

Shading indicates a presence but not
necessarily full coverage in a county.

A Enterprise HIE services provided to
health care delivery organization(s)
within indicated county.
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