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Violence in the United States

• Violence causes approximately 50,000 
deaths each year and results in over 2.5 
million injuries. 

• Homicide and suicide are the second and 
third leading causes of death, respectively, 
among Americans aged 15-34. 

• Hospital emergency departments treat an 
average 55 people for injuries every 
minute. 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/CostOfViolence.htm



Costs of Violence in the U.S.

• The total costs associated with nonfatal injuries 
and deaths due to violence in 2000 were more 
than $70 billion. Most of this cost ($64.8 billion or 
92%) was due to lost productivity. However, an 
estimated $5.6 billion was spent on medical care 
for the more than 2.5 million injuries due to 
interpersonal and self-directed violence. The 
estimates reported here provide evidence of the 
large health and economic burden of violence in 
the United States. 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/CostOfViolence.htm



Violence in California
• Homicides and suicides account for 

approximately 6,000 lives annually
• Violence, either directed at self or others, results 

in ~34,000 hospitalizations annually
• Violence results in ~146,000 ED visits annually
• Serious violence (resulting in at least 

hospitalization) costs approximately $8.2 billion 
annually in medical costs ($561 million) and lost 
productivity

• Underlying issues contribute significantly to 
economic burden



Violence Prevention in CA

• Governor established Office of Gang and 
Youth Violence Policy

• Governor commanded a suicide 
prevention strategic plan and office  in 
DMH to implement this plan

• How do we prevent violence?
– By understanding the causes (data)
– Participation in NVDRS



National Violent Death Reporting 
System (NVDRS)

• 17 states funded by CDC to collect 
information on violent deaths from
– Death Certificates
– Coroner Records
– Police Reports
– Crime Lab Records



NVDRS

• Strengths
– Timeliness
– Detail
– Standardized
– Incident-based

• Weaknesses
– Expensive
– Labor-intensive



CalVDRS

• Began data collection in 2005 in 3 sites:
– City of Oakland
– City and County of San Francisco
– Santa Clara County

• Expanded data collection in 2006 and 2007:
– Los Angeles County
– Riverside County
– Alameda County
– Shasta County



CalEVDRS

• Opportunity to capitalize on EDRS
• Violent Death Supplement
• Much more timely, inexpensive, and less 

labor-intensive than NVDRS methodology
• Data quality to be assessed
• Supported by a grant from The California 

Wellness Foundation (TCWF)



CalEVDRS

• Five counties began 
submitting data in 2007:
– Kern
– Monterey
– Sacramento 
– San Mateo
– Santa Clara*

• Five more trained 
in 2008:
– Contra Costa
– San Joaquin
– Solano
– Stanislaus
– Yolo



Violent death supplement



Enter incident information



Create a supplement for this incident



General information

Toxicology

Manner of death









CalVDRS/CalEVDRS Data*

Year CalVDRS CalEVDRS Total

2005 563 N/A 563

2006 3,329 N/A 3,329

2007 2,797 644 3,441

2008 0 403 403

All Years 6,689 1,047 7,736

* As of 9/29/2008



Example of data utility

• Sacramento suicide data requested from 
Sacramento County Health Department

– Age – Mean = 47 years, Range = 14-90 years

– Gender – 87.6% male, 12.4% female

– Race/Ethnicity – 74.6% Non-Hispanic White, 12.8% 
Asian, 9.1% Hispanic White, 3.6% black

– Veteran – 29.2% yes, 70.8% no



Example (cont.)
• Mental Illness – 22.1% had a mental health diagnosis, 51.3% were 

noted to seem depressed before the incident, 8% were known to 
have current or past MH treatment, 10.6% were noted to have an 
alcohol problem and 6.2% were noted to have another substance 
abuse problem, 31.9% left a suicide note, 0.9% had a suicide of 
friend or family member in past 5 years, and 8.9% had a non-suicide 
death of friend or family member in past 5 years.

• Drug/ETOH Abuse – Blood alcohol positive for 26.9% of victims 
tested (n=25), 57.7% of victims tested for methamphetamines 
positive (n=20), 80% of victims tested for antidepressants were 
positive (n=10), 75% of victims tested for Cocaine were positive
(n=20), 76.2% of victims tested for opiates were positive (n=21), and 
81.8% of victims tested for marijuana were positive (n=11).

• Major Physical Illness – 15% had a physical health problem that was 
known to contribute to the suicide.



Example (cont.)
• Family History of Suicide – Other than the information on whether a 

friend or family member’s suicide had contributed to their own 
suicide, we do not collect this information. Adding to module.

• Job or Financial Loss – 16.8% of victims had a financial problem 
that contributed to the suicide and 12.4% had a job problem that
contributed.

• Relationship or Social Loss – 23.9% of victims had an intimate 
partner problem and 5.3% had another relationship problem that 
contributed to the suicide.

• Previous/Current Prison Inmate – We do not currently collect this 
information for suicides. Adding to module.

• Rural Areas – I’ll let you do that assessment (table of city below)
• Homeless – 3.5% of victims were homeless.
• LGBTQ – Added to module.



Future of CalVDRS

• Currently in our last year of CDC funding
• Need to evaluate both data systems
• Several counties lined up to report in 2009
• Develop electronic data import in EDRS
• Publish reports and data on the web
• Return data to counties so they can 

conduct their own analyses



What can you do?  Expose us!

• Encourage your coroner or Medical 
Examiner to participate in CalVDRS, if 
they are not currently doing so

• Obtain, analyze, and publish data from 
your county

• The more exposure we can get showing 
the statewide and local utility of these 
data, the more likely we’ll be to get more 
permanent statewide funding!



Questions?

Jason.VanCourt@cdph.ca.gov
(916) 552-9849

mailto:Jason.VanCourt@cdph.ca.gov
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