
A Better Way: Product Stewardship



To shift California’s product waste 
management system from one focused 
on government funded and ratepayer 
financed waste diversion to one that 
relies on producer responsibility in order 
to reduce public costs and drive 
improvements in product design that 
promote environmental sustainability.
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Changing Waste



Disposable and toxic 

Products are disposable

by design



Landfill
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Growth in CA Total Waste



AB 939  (1989)
Waste Management Hierarchy

1. Source Reduction

2. Recycling and Composting

3. Transformation and Landfill Disposal
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Now:  Waste is a Local Responsibility

Producers
Taxpayers & 
Ratepayers





Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

Producers

Customer 
Service



Solving the Drug Disposal 
Problem: Product Stewardship





Summary of the Problem

• Lots of unused drugs in people’s homes
• Poisoning and abuse concerns
• Low compliance = high accumulations
• Left-overs are routinely flushed
• Drugs are showing up in the environment
• AP Story, concern about drinking water
• No convenient, safe, legal, environmentally-

acceptable options exist





British Columbia Program



British Columbia Program





B.C. Medication Cost Increases?

• None: absorbed as cost of doing business

“The Medications Return Program does not 
pass on or show separately the cost of the 
program to the consumer.”
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Sharps – The next unfunded mandate!



Mercury Thermostats

• Contain 3 grams ea.
• DTSC estimates we 

are collecting less 
than 5%

• Single largest pool 
of Hg in public’s 
hands

• Support AB 2347!
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Amador City 
Chula Vista 
Cupertino 
Diamond Bar 
Dixon 
El Cerrito 
Elk Grove 
Fresno 
Indian Wells 
Isleton
La Verne 
Lemon Grove 
Los Altos Hills 
Morgan Hill 

Vernon 

CPSC Participants – 27 Cities (9/1/08)

Oakland 
Palo Alto 
Pasadena 
Rio Vista 
San Dimas 
San Joaquin 
San Jose 
Santa Cruz 
Santa Monica 
Sierra Madre 
Union City 
Vacaville 
Vernon



Alameda County 
Amador County ISWM
Butte County
Central Contra Costa County 

SWM
Del Norte SWMA
Humboldt SWMA
Los Angeles County IWM

Task Force

CPSC Participants – 23 Counties (9/1/08)

Alpine
Amador
Butte
Calaveras
Colusa
Del Norte County
El Dorado

Glenn
Imperial
Inyo
Lassen
Madera
Mariposa
Modoc
Mono

Rural Counties’ Environmental Services Joint Powers Authority (ESJPA)

Marin County JPA 
Mariposa County
Mendocino County SWMA
Napa County 
Sacramento County 
San Bernardino County 
San Francisco County
San Joaquin County 

San Mateo County
Santa Barbara County
Santa Clara County 
Santa Cruz County 
Solano County 
Sonoma County WMA
Tehama County 
Yolo County 

Nevada
Plumas
Sierra
Siskiyou
Tehama
Trinity
Tuolumne



CPSC Participants – 14 Associations (9/1/08)

• Association of Bay Area Governments, Bay Area Hazardous Waste Management 
Facility Allocation Committee 

• Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) 
• Bay Area Clean Water Agencies 
• Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association 
• California Council of Directors of Environmental Health (CCDEH)
• California Stormwater Quality Association 
• East Bay Municipal Utility District 
• Los Angeles County Sanitation District 
• Mojave Desert and Mountain Recycling Authority 
• Rural Counties’ Environmental Services Joint Powers Authority (ESJPA) 

(Counties of Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Del Norte, El Dorado,
Glenn, Imperial, Inyo, Lassen, Madera, Mariposa, Modoc, Mono, Nevada, 
Plumas, Sierra, Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity, Tuolumne) 

• Sacramento Business Environmental Resource Center 
• Sacramento County Regional Sanitation District
• Santa Clara Valley, CLEAN South Bay 
• West Valley Clean Water (Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Serena, Saratoga)



AB 939  (1989)

1. Source Reduction

2. Recycling and Composting

3. Transformation and Landfill Disposal
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Strategic Directive 5 
February 2007

CIWMB will …
“Seek statutory authority to foster 

cradle-to-cradle producer responsibility.”

“Develop relationships with stakeholders 
that result in producer-financed and 
producer-managed systems”



Framework EPR Policy



Contact CPSC:
Heidi Sanborn
Executive Director 
heidi@caproductstewardship.org
916-485-7753 

www.caproductstewardship.org

Funded by a Grant from the California Integrated Waste Management Board. Zero Waste — You Make It Happen.

© 2008 by the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB). All rights reserved.
This publication, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced without permission from CIWMB.

Developed with support from the                       Product Policy Institute  
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