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Vector-Borne Disease Section 
 

Prevention, surveillance 
and control of: 

• Mosquito-borne diseases 
• Tick-borne diseases 
• Plague 
• Hantavirus 
• Public health pests 



Offices of CDPH 
Vector-Borne Disease Section 

Sacramento Headquarters 

Elk Grove 

Ontario 

Richmond 

Redding 

Northern Region 
Coastal Region 
Southern Region 

VBDS Geographic 
Regions 



Local, State, and Federal Partners  
• Local Vector Control Agencies 
• Local Health and Environmental Health 

Departments 
• Agricultural Commissioners 
• CA Department of Pesticide Regulation 
• United States Forest Service 
• National Park Service 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 



Partnership with Local Vector Control Agencies 
CDPH primary functions 

1. Provide consultation, training, and education 
2. Coordinate regional preparedness activities 

for detection and response to introduced 
vectors and diseases 

3. Coordinate statewide arbovirus surveillance 
program 

4. Oversee vector control activities through a 
cooperative agreement 

5. Oversee the Vector Control Technician 
Certification and Continuing Education 
programs 
 



Vector Control Agencies 
• 77 agencies or 

programs that are 
signatory to a 
Cooperative Agreement 
with CDPH in 2016 

• Serve 90% of CA 
population 

• Funded primarily by 
local property taxes or 
assessment fees 
 



Certified Technicians and Agencies 2015 
• 1249  Vector Control Technicians 
 Hold 2981  certificates  

• Employed at 114 agencies, including: 
 53 special districts 
 45 county agencies 
 15 city agencies  
 1 state agency 

 

CDPH approved 142 continuing education 
events in 2015 



United States Forest Service  
Cost Share Agreement 

• Established in 1992 
• Cooperative surveillance & control of 

vector-borne diseases in national forests 
• Activities:   

– disease monitoring  
– risk assessment  
– risk reduction  
– education 

 
 



National Park Service Agreement 
• 5-yr Cooperative Agreement to 

provide vector surveillance and 
control services to individual 
NPS units via Task Agreements 
 
 

• Yosemite and Lassen Volcanic 
National Parks, Mojave Preserve 

– Staff education 
– Facility evaluations and rodent 

surveillance 
– Plague / hantavirus surveillance 
– Vector-borne disease case 

investigations 
 
 



2015 Highlights 
• Plague outbreak in Yosemite 
 2 human cases; extensive follow-up and response 
 Epizootics South Lake Tahoe; eastern Sierra 

• Another big year for West Nile virus 
 737 cases; 2015 fatal cases (45) > 2014 (31) 
 Record 75% of cases WNND 
 Regions with elevated activity different than 2014  

• Mosquitoes on the move! 
 Invasive Aedes now in 12 counties 



2016:  Zika Virus 

Surveillance and response guidance document 
drafted jointly by CCLHO, MVCAC, and CDPH  



Effective response requires close 
interagency communication 

Timely identification and response to 
mosquito-borne disease outbreaks like 
Zika, dengue, and chikungunya require 
constant communication between 
healthcare providers, local and state 
public health departments, and vector 
control specialists 

  



Contact Information and Resources 

Vicki Kramer 
vicki.kramer@cdph.ca.gov 
916-552-9748 
 

VBDS webpage: 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/vbds/Pages/default.aspx  

Zika webpage: 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Zika.aspx  

West Nile virus: http://westnile.ca.gov  
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