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Overview
Selected Topics for DCDC & LHDs

Introductions
Budget Reductions
Community-associated severe Staph aureus
Tattoo Standards
Disease Outbreaks  

Raw milk (Campylobacter), Influenza, Syphilis 
Collaboration with CDCR – outbreaks
Infectious TB and international flights 
Personal Belief Exemptions (PBEs)
Integration: TB, STDs, HIV & Hepatitis



Branches: DCDC

Immunization Branch:
Infant Botulism Treatment:
Infectious Diseases Branch:
STD Control Branch: 
TB Control Branch: 
Microbial Diseases Laboratory:
Viral & Rickettsial Disease Lab:

Howard Backer
Stephen Arnon
Duc Vugia
Gail Bolan
James Watt
J. Michael Janda
Carol Glaser



Introduction: DL Hatch
Medical school (NY), Internship (HI)
Indian Health Service (AZ, 1978-81)
International (refugee) Health

Thailand – 1980 (Laos), Sudan – 1985 (Ethiopia)
Pediatrics, ID Fellowship (LA County/USC)
Private practice (CA Medical License--1985)
CDC-Atlanta (1987-2007):

EIS: Lesotho, Swaziland, Sudan, Malawi (Prev. Medicine)
Environmental Health (CDHS), UC-Berkeley (MPH)

Field Epidemiology Training Programs
Modeled after EIS: outbreak response, disease surveillance
Incountry capacity:  >25 countries (China, Brazil, Egypt, etc.)



Challenges: Planned Budget Reductions

DCDC:
10% across-the-board cut (General Funds)
Proposed budget cuts >$6 million
Loss of 22 positions

Lab concerns (VRDL, MDL):
Retention of qualified microbiologists (PHMs)
Maintain core reference lab capacity
Specialized tests (TB beacon technology)

Epidemiology impact:
Foodborne epidemiologist



Current Topics of Interest:
Tattoo Standards:

In 2007 Office of Legal Services determined:
CDPH was not authorized to issue tattoo regulations
Standards developed, reviewed by:

CCLHO Environmental Health Committee
CA Conference of Directors of Environmental Health

Severe Staphylococcus aureus infection:
Community-associated (CA) infection:

Added to reportable disease list in Feb. 2008
Counties beginning to review data, report to IDB 

MRSA educational materials (CDPH website): 
Students, parents athletes, MSM community
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CDPH Collaborates to Issue Alerts on MRSA in 
MSM Population



CDPH Collaborates to Issue Provider & 
Consumer Alerts on MRSA in MSM

Available through:

http://www.stdcheckup.org

Collaboration among:
• DCDC

•STD Control Branch
•Immunization Branch
•Infectious Disease Branch

• Office of AIDS
• Center for Infectious Disease

Distribution to:
• California medical providers & 

consumers
• Media
• MSM community organizations

March 2008 Available through:

http://www.stdcheckup.org

http://www.stdcheckup.org/
http://www.stdcheckup.org/


Topics of Interest
Early Reporting of Disease Outbreaks:

IDB collaborating with LHDs  
Draft protocol and form disseminated for comments

Collaboration with CDCR during outbreaks:
DCDC support if requested
Recent flu outbreak in Chuckawalla (Riverside):

Influenza A & B
>800 inmates ill, several deaths
CDCR, DCDC (IDB, IZB, VRDL), Riverside HD involved



Topics of Interest
Risk of raw milk consumption:

Historical data: raw milk important cause of infection
Infants/children, elderly, immunocompromised at 
highest risk
Recent IDB investigations, MDL support:

Campylobacter, E.coli O157 (2007)
Examples of historical investigations:

Salmonella dublin, other
IDB & MDL involved with LHDs and FDB:
Litigation involving CDFA



Topics of Interest
Hospital Associated Infections (HAIs):

Since fall of 2007, IDB has coordinated the HAI 
Advisory Committee to address Healthcare-
Associated Infections (HAIs):

Education of infection control professionals
Enrollment of many of CA’s 450 hospitals into the CDC’s 
National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN)
Mandatory reporting of certain processes and diseases will 
begin July 1, 2008
Hospitals to report influenza vaccination rates for employees 
(2007-08 season)
HAI Advisory Committee recommendation to CDPH for 
reporting MRSA bloodstream infections. 



Topics of Interest
STD Branch:

STDs most commonly reported communicable 
diseases in CA
Increased syphilis rates in CA Project Area:

Cause unknown, factors may include:
High rates in MSM community
Methamphetamine use
Internet use to meet partners

STD Branch collaboration:
STD/HIV Prevention Training Center

>5,000 healthcare providers trained
STD prevention, diagnosis and treatment



Topics of Interest
Infectious Tuberculosis:

Multiple cases – international flights
May include MDR-TB
Accuracy of health status determinations (for U.S. visa)
No board / no fly lists not 100% effective
Complex investigations:

Flights >8 hours
DQGM responsibility
LHD resources:

Hospitalization and treatment expensive
Federal Detainment possible
Interviews and followup of exposed persons



Topics
Vaccine Preventable Diseases:

Measles outbreak in San Diego (2008) and 
Personal Belief Exemptions (PBEs)
Exposure to measles during child’s travel to Europe
Transmission risk:

International & domestic flights
Intra-family transmission
Charter school, PBEs common
Febrile rash illness visits to ERs, physician offices, labs

Recent Pertussis outbreak
Private School, PBE issue



PCSI: Program Coordination and Service 
Integration

DCDC & Office of AIDS collaboration
HIV, TB, STD and hepatitis activities

Prevention, detection, treatment

Tiers and interventions based on venue
HIV screening in TB and STD programs
STD, TB and hepatitis screening, treatment and 
hepatitis vaccination in HIV care settings
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