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CX3 Collection Method for Fruit and Vegetable Comparison Price Data: for Food Availability and Marketing Survey

Collect data from three supermarkets within the county boundaries.  Choose stores from geographically distinct areas of the county.  For CX3 Collection Method for Fruit and Vegetable Comparison Price Data, the store does not need to be in a qualifying census tract.  If possible, try to locate one from a more urban area, one from a suburban area and another from a rural/less urbanized area. 

Stores should be large grocery stores with more than 20 employees and at least one should be a large chain supermarket.  Visit each store to collect pricing data using protocol from the Food Availability and Marketing Survey.  Use the sheet on the following page to collect the pricing data at the selected stores.

Record the lowest price available for selected fresh fruits and vegetables.  Price per pound is preferred when it is available.  The price may be displayed on a box or a label next to the produce item.  Some smaller stores will provide a per piece price (i.e. 69¢ per apple).  It is fine to record price per piece if price per pound is not available.  If neither price per pound or per piece is available, for instance when an item is bagged or by the bunch, you can record the bagged or bunch price, but only if you can find a price on the package (usually on the bottom of the bag, i.e. baby carrots) or can weigh an average bunch.  It is helpful if you can include the variety of a produce item (red delicious, gala, etc.), but optional.
Once you have collected prices in all three stores be sure you are able to determine a price per pound.  Calculate the “reasonable” comparison price or “cut point” for use with CX3 data sheets.  Add the price per pound for each produce item collected and divide by three (the number of prices collected).  Multiply the average price calculated by 0.10 and add the product to the average price to provide a 10% margin for a “reasonable” price.  The numeric explanation and an example is provided below.   
(Price1 + Price2 + Price3) / 3 = Average price 

Average price (0.10) + Average price = Reasonable price
Price 1 Apples from Food Maxx = 1.29/pound

Price 2 Apples from Food for Less = 1.19/pound

Price 3 Apples from Safeway= 1.59/pound

(1.29 + 1.19 + 1.59) / 3 = 1.36
(1.36)(0.10) + 1.36 = 1.49

Enter the “reasonable” price or “cut point” into the yellow highlighted cells in the pricing datasheets for each of the produce items.  The pricing scores should automatically calculate based on if the prices from the store sample in study neighborhoods is above or below the “reasonable” price or “cut point” entered from the calculation.  If you have any questions, contact Lynn Fuhrman at 916-552-9862 or lynn.fuhrman@cdph.ca.gov. 
For CalFresh information, call 1-877-847-3663. Funded by USDA SNAP, an equal opportunity provider and employer. Visit www.cachampionsforchange.net for healthy tips. •California Department of Public Health

CX3 Tier 2 - Food Availability & Marketing – Reasonable Price Collection
Record if the fresh fruit or vegetable is available and the price if possible. If more than one variety of a fruit (e.g. gala or red delicious apples) or vegetable is available, please record the lowest price option. Record the pricing if available (per pound is preferred). If the fruit or vegetable is available by the bag or bunch, record the price only if you can record a weight for the bag (marked on the bottom) or bunch. If a weight is not on the bag or bunch, weigh the item if a scale is present. 
	Neighborhood Name:  

	Name of Store: 
	Address: 
	Coder: 

	Date of visit:  _________
	Available? (circle one)
	Price posted?

(circle one)
	Price per
	If package/bunch, record weight 
in pounds and/or ounces 

	
	
	
	Pound 
(preferred if available)
	Piece 
	Package/Bunch 
(only record if weight is available or can weigh)
	

	Fruits
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apples
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Bananas
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Oranges
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Vegetables
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carrots
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Tomatoes
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Broccoli
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Cabbage
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	


	Name of Store: 
	Address: 
	Coder: 

	Date of visit:  _________
	Available? (circle one)
	Price posted?

(circle one)
	Price per
	If package/bunch, record weight 

in pounds and/or ounces 

	
	
	
	Pound 
(preferred if available)
	Piece 
	Package/Bunch 

(only record if weight is available or can weigh)
	

	Fruits
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apples
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Bananas
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Oranges
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Vegetables
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carrots
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Tomatoes
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Broccoli
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Cabbage
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	


	Name of Store: 
	Address: 
	Coder: 

	Date of visit:  _________
	Available? (circle one)
	Price posted?

(circle one)
	Price per
	If package/bunch, record weight 

in pounds and/or ounces 

	
	
	
	Pound 
(preferred if available)
	Piece 
	Package/Bunch 

(only record if weight is available or can weigh)
	

	Fruits
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apples
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Bananas
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Oranges
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Vegetables
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carrots
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Tomatoes
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Broccoli
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
	

	Cabbage
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	1 - Yes   0 - No
	
	
	(
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