Indoor Air Quality Program
The State of California Department of Public Health contains the first State Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Program established in the nation.  Its mission is to conduct research studies related to the causes and control of indoor air pollution in California.  It coordinates activities on IAQ among key government agencies, academic institutions, and industry stakeholders through the California Interagency Working Group on IAQ.  It also provides technical guidance on behalf of the Department on proposed legislation, regulations, and professional standards, as well as to local health agencies and the public.  Its interdisciplinary staff currently includes five fulltime research scientists and chemists.  

History

The California IAQ Program was established in 1982 by AB 3200 (Tanner) to "...conduct and promote the coordination of research, investigations, experiments, demonstrations, surveys, and studies relating to the causes, effects, extent, prevention, and control of indoor pollution" (California Health and Safety Code (105400-105430).  As part of the Division of Laboratories from 1982 to 1993, the IAQ Program focused on indoor pollutant exposure assessment and concentration measurement.  Currently, IAQ is a section within the Environmental Health Laboratory Branch of the Division of Environmental and Occupational Disease Control.  
Past projects include: measurement of formaldehyde and nitrogen dioxide in mobile homes; identification of asbestos in public buildings; evaluation of radon concentrations in California residences and schools; survey of accidental deaths due to CO; feasibility and effectiveness of building "bake-outs"; effectiveness of ultraviolet radiation and ventilation to control the spread of airborne infections such as tuberculosis; evaluation of indoor exposure to Proposition 65 chemicals from consumer products; development of guidelines for building managers for preventing Legionnaire's disease; assessment of the effectiveness of engineering controls for designated smoking areas in public buildings.
Current Projects

The IAQ staff conducts policy-driven research on a variety of indoor air quality issues.  Areas of current emphasis include the following:
· Reduction of exposures to airborne chemicals in indoor environments, especially “volatile organic compounds” or VOCs emitted from building materials and consumer products (click here);

· Characterization of building ventilation system performance, review of building codes, and promotion of enhanced indoor air quality in buildings (click here);

· Assessment, clean-up, and prevention of indoor mold and other asthma triggers related to building moisture problems (click here);

· Studies on environmental conditions in schools as well as promotion of enhanced classroom IAQ (click here);
· Engineering and policy controls for indoor smoking exposures (click here);

· Prevention building-related illnesses, e.g., legionellosis and tuberculosis (click here).
Popular IAQ web pages and info sheets

Indoor Mold

· Mold in My Home: What Do I Do?  / PDF 

In Spanish:  Moho en mi casa: ¿qué hago? / PDF
· Mold in Workplace-HESIS InfoSheet   

· Mold in My School:  What Do I Do? 

Healthy Schools

· California Portable Classrooms Study
Air Cleaners

· Health Hazards of Ozone-generating Air Cleaning Devices  / (PDF)
Asbestos

· Asbestos in the Home and Workplace   
Chemical Exposures

· VOC Testing Methods, Guidelines and Specifications
For more information

Jed Waldman, Ph.D., Chief, Indoor Air Quality Section 

California Department of Public Health 

850 Marina Bay Pkwy, G-365/EHLB

Richmond, CA 94804 

Phone: 510-620-2802

Fax: 916-440-5855
Email:  staff@cal-iaq.org 
Visit http://www.cal-iaq.org/index.html
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