
Investing in the health of  

California’s San Joaquin Valley 
 

 
The San Joaquin Valley Health Fund aims to make the San Joaquin Valley a 
healthier place to live, work and prosper by strengthening the capacity of  
communities and organizations to advance program, policy and  
systems change efforts to promote community health. 
 
In consultation with funding partners and San Joaquin Valley leaders, the  
Fund addresses health disparities and factors that impact health, such as  
food security, air quality, clean drinking water, housing, health care, education, 
employment, immigrant rights, open space, neighborhood safety and other 
drivers of health outcomes, through capacity building, systems change and 
community engagement.  
 
Sierra Health Foundation and The California Endowment initially committed a 
combined $1.1 million to seed the San Joaquin Valley Health Fund to support 
grants for nonprofit organizations and public agencies in the San Joaquin Valley 
to improve health and well-being in their communities. Rosenberg Foundation, 
The California Wellness Foundation, W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Wallace H.  
Coulter Foundation and Blue Shield of California Foundation joined the Fund  
as partners and funders. 
 
Since the Fund launched in fall 2014, grant making totals $1,630,000 with 
awards to 58 organizations serving San Joaquin Valley residents in Fresno, 
Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus and  
Tulare counties.   

 

The Challenge: Poor Health in California’s San Joaquin Valley 
 

A powerful and growing body of evidence in the public health field suggests 
that individual and community health status is heavily influenced by the social 
and environmental conditions in which people live, learn, work and play.  
 
Unfortunately, the environment in many San Joaquin Valley towns and cities is 
not as healthy as it ought to be. For example: 
 
▪ San Joaquin Valley counties have per capita incomes below the per capita   
   income of Mississippi, which at $32,000 is the lowest among the 50 states. 

▪ In the American Lung Association’s 2014 rankings, three of the five cities with   
   the worst air pollution in the United States are in the San Joaquin Valley. 

▪ Almost all of the census tracts with the highest environmental hazards and  
   greatest vulnerability to those hazards in California are found in the  
   San Joaquin Valley.  

▪ Three of the 10 Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the U.S. with the lowest  
   average years of schooling are in the San Joaquin Valley. Overall, 30% of the    
   adult population in the Valley does not have a high school diploma. 
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▪ The San Joaquin Valley includes the two counties in California with the highest rates of linguistically isolated house-   
   holds, in which no person 14 years or older speaks English fluently – 14% in Merced County and 13% in Tulare County. 

▪ More than 30% of the population lives in unincorporated areas with little infrastructure to support clean drinking  
   water and other public services. 

▪ The residents of some small San Joaquin Valley towns and unincorporated communities do not have safe drinking  
   water and go to the local gas station to fill up containers with filtered water. In many areas, families spend 10% or  
   more of their income on safe drinking water. 

▪ Children in the San Joaquin Valley often lack safe places to play because of a lack of sidewalks, packs of stray dogs  
   and other dangers.  

▪ Food insecurity is widespread in the San Joaquin Valley. More than 20% of the populations in seven of the eight  
   counties cannot afford enough food or high enough quality food to maintain a healthy life. In Mariposa County,  
   15% of the population is food insecure. 
 

As a consequence of these conditions, health disparities experienced by Valley residents can be dangerous, or even 
fatal. Illness and poor health caused from unsafe drinking water, lack of access to healthy foods, and poor air quality 
are exacerbated by unhealthy conditions, such as high rates of traffic accidents due to poorly maintained roads, poor 
sanitation service, few or no recreation facilities for youth and dilapidated schools. In addition, the high number of 
unincorporated areas and vast swathes of agricultural land separating communities makes the development of    
social capital to address these issues a huge challenge. 

 

Creating Positive, Lasting Change Together 
 
It’s easy to get lost in the various problems and issues facing the population of the San Joaquin Valley. When looked  
at as a whole, it can seem overwhelming. However, good news does exist. There is a groundswell of energy emerging  
in the region, which is being propelled by leaders with great vision and commitment. These individuals are poised to 
harness the Valley’s longstanding ingenuity and resilience to bring about new opportunities and positive change, both 
social and economic.  
 
With positive momentum building in the San Joaquin Valley, the Center for Health Program Management and its  
growing list of partners believe that it is of critical importance to invest in the Valley, which is why we launched the   
San Joaquin Valley Health Fund. This co-investment vehicle deploys capital into the region to strengthen and  
connect leaders in education, public services, community development and business. While focusing on equity and  
community engagement, it builds on the Valley’s assets and is being developed in partnership with residents, while 
drawing on cross-sectoral resources and national, state and local talent.  
 
Public and private institutions interested in making investments in the San Joaquin Valley are encouraged to join the 
Fund as partners to increase the resources and funding available in support of the San Joaquin Valley. By combining 
resources and working with local leaders and residents, together we can create positive, lasting change. 
 
 

 
The San Joaquin Valley Health Fund is a program managed by the Center for Health Program Management  

with funding from Sierra Health Foundation, The California Endowment, Rosenberg Foundation, 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, The California Wellness Foundation, Blue Shield of California Foundation   

and Wallace H. Coulter Foundation.  
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