
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda with Presentation Summaries 
 
Presentation Locations 
 
Richmond:   Building C, Room C-136 
Sacramento:  Building 173, Diablo Room 73.425 
Webcast:   https://cdph-ooa.webex.com/cdph-ooa/j.php?ED=159233027&UID=1182408062&PW=NNGZlMzE0MTI3&RT=MiM0 
         Meeting Password: CDPHGIS 
Call-in:     1.877.915.0211,  Participant Passcode: 7437556 
Website:    http://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/gismaps/Pages/GISDay2010.aspx 
  
9 am Welcome; CDPH Resources and Plans  
    Anne Millington, HISP 
This talk will cover a welcome to 5th Annual CDPH/DHCS GIS Day, a brief discussion of agenda and participants, and 
an overview of GIS services in the Department, present and future. 
 
10 am  How to Go from Excel to a Map 
     Svetlana Smorodinsky, EHIB 
In this live demo, you will learn how to take an Excel spreadsheet with location information (addresses, for example) 
and take it through geocoding and into a GIS (ArcGIS or Google Earth).  We’ll also cover some important concepts 
and considerations when it comes to basic mapping (projections, datums, etc).  
 
11 am  GIS Use in Sexually Transmitted Disease Targeted Action 
     Michael Samuel, STD and Denise Gilson, STD 
Reducing racial/ethnic disparities in health is a key mandate of local and state health departments and the CDC. 
Disparities in rates are greater for STDs than for other infectious or chronic diseases and reduction of these 
differences requires committed aggressive action at all levels. However, the key disease control activities occur at the 
local level. Use of simple GIS mapping techniques can help target action, and provide tools for collaborative efforts of 
health departments and their community partners. 
 
12 noon Spatial Data in Maternal, Child, and Adolescent Health 
      Sandy Navarro, OFP and Tom Stopka, MCAH 
Researchers from UCSF and MCAH will help you learn how to “speak GIS” and talk about “spatial data” in the context 
of Public Health and Access to Services.  This presentation will cover some key GIS concepts using Family PACT and 
WIC data including “spatial data”, “geocoding”, “MSSA polygons”, “spatial selection” and “spatial statistics” such as 
“Hot Spot Analysis”.   
 
1 pm How to Tell a Story with a Map 
    Svetlana Smorodinsky, EHIB  
In this live demo, you will learn how to tell your story with a map.  When you want to map something (disease case 
distribution, grantee agencies and their funding, licensed facilities, emergency incidents, etc), what exactly are you 
trying to communicate to your audience?  Who is your audience?  How do you protect confidentiality of your cases? 
We’ll briefly cover some important concepts and considerations in making appropriate and compelling maps. 
 
2 pm ZIP Codes in GIS and Public Health 
    Svetlana Smorodinsky, EHIB 
Everybody knows their zip code; some define their communities by one (ever heard of 90210?).  But what do you 
really know about zip codes when it comes to mapping and statistical analysis?  We’ll talk about the use of zip codes in 
public health and challenges associated with them. 
 
3 pm  Interesting GIS Sites  
    Anne Millington, HISP 
In this presentation you will learn from the utilitarian to the absurd, some online examples of why we all like GIS. 
 
Questions?  Email svetlana.smorodinsky@cdph.ca.gov or anne.millington@cdph.ca.gov  
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