ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST REGISTRATION COMMITTEE

MINUTES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010
9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

Russian Room, building 174, 2nd floor
East End Complex
1616 Capitol Avenue

Sacramento, CA 95899
Members Present:

Mr. Larry Dwoskin, REHS, CCDEH 
Dr. Antonio Machado, Chairman, PhD, REHS, University representative, 

     via telephone
Dr. Dean Kelaita, MD, Health Officer, Calaveras County

Ms. Alicia Enriquez, REHS, Secretary, Public Sector 
Ms. Marcy Barnett, REHS, CEHA - arrived at 10:15 a.m.
Mr. Glenn Takeoka, REHS, Chief Environmental Health Services Section, Executive Officer

QUORUM ESTABLISHED

Environmental Health Specialist Registration Program Staff Present:

Ms. Deann Kanenaga, Continuing Education Coordinator

Ms. Gina Rambeau, Office Technician

Guest
Reuben Sendejas, REHS, Military Department
Opening Remarks     Antonio Machado, Chairman
At 10:15 AM chairman Machado began the meeting by asking the members to come to order and introduce themselves.   A quorum was established.
Chairman Machado asked the members to review the minutes from the April 14, 2009 meeting.  The minutes were approved without corrections.  (Dwoskin/Kelaita)
Due to a lack of response from the minimum number of people needed to establish a quorum, Mr. Takeoka canceled the hearing scheduled for this meeting.  It is planned for our next meeting.  
Environmental Management Branch Update     Glenn Takeoka, Executive Officer

Mr. Takeoka provided the committee with information on the State’s current economic crisis and how that relates to CDPH.  There will be reductions to the general fund.  The amount to be cut still needs to be determined by the legislature. There are currently a series of negotiations.  
A handout on the Governor’s Budget 2010-11 was provided.  The Department is working on elements of the Strategic Plan.  The handout Perspectives on Public Health:  Highlights from the CDPH (January 2009) was also discussed.  
CDPH staff news:  Kevin Reilly was appointed as Chief Deputy Director, Policy and Programs.  Rufus Howell, Director for the Center of Environmental Health retired and is temporarily filling that position as a retired annuitant until a new person is named.  Duncan Wilson, Senior Environmental Scientist, retired in December.  Robin Belle Hook is the new Chief of the Environmental Health Services Section.  

We are currently searching for beach grant funding.  When Proposition 13 funding runs out, there will be problems down the road.  We need a source of revenue to keep the program going.  The Department is working with the Directors of Environmental Health for alternatives.  
January is radon action month.  The Virginia Graham-Baker Pool and Safety Act is in effect.  It prescribes drain covers and other devices to prevent entrapment in swimming pools.  This does not include private pools.  
Continuing Education Regulations Deann Kanenaga, Continuing Education Coordinator


The REHS continuing education regulations was adopted on 11/24/09 and has been approved by the Office of Administrative Law and the Secretary of State.  A list of current Accreditation Agencies (AA) was handed out.  NEHA and UCR Extension are close to being approved.  Dr. Machado will talk to Dr. Hatfield regarding CSUN becoming a recognized provider.  Alicia recommended that we make websites as user friendly as possible for REHSs and have webinars.  AAs need to provide better advertising.  There also needs to be more local government outreach.  Sacramento County plans to submit an AA application.  The REHS Program plans to send out an e-mail blast to all REHSs soon regarding the continuing education requirement.  

On February 18 CSUN is planning a 6-hour event, the Annual Technical Symposium.  This is open to anyone.  The course needs approval to count for REHS continuing education hours.  
Mr. Sendejas stated that the last six months of their renewal cycle many REHSs will be rushing to get their CE hours completed.  Mr. Takeoka stated there is not a lot of room to make changes to the regulations.  
Education Subcommittee     Larry Dwoskin, Subcommittee Chair

Mr. Takeoka stated that they have talked to Dr. Jackson regarding UCLA’s status.  They are developing a response to the UCLA program.  There is positive outreach collaboration with CSUN.  Dr. Hatfield (CSUN) was asked to help participate in the UCLA program.  
Dr. Machado will send a description for Public Health Administration for course content.  The description from the catalog is inadequate.  He will follow up with an instructor for a good description and will find something adequate.  

Ms. Blood has discussed the infectious disease epidemiology course with Dr. Kim at California State University, Fullerton.  Health Science 421 is not a replacement for “Fundamentals of Epidemiology” but can be an elective to satisfy the unit requirement per syllabus from Dr. Kim.  The course does not adequately cover the content required for EHS registration.  It is adequate as an elective for the REHS science requirement.  
REHS Reciprocity
Ben Gale, Environmental Health Director, Santa Clara County
In Ben’s absence, Mr. Takeoka stated that Ben is establishing an ad hoc committee for reciprocity.  One meeting has taken place.  A scope of practice needs to be developed.  Ms. Blood is reviewing all state requirements that exist for registration.  Ms. Enriquez suggested that we look at NEHA requirements.  NEHA may already have a matrix in place.  Dr. Kelaita added that we need a clear scope of practice that is defined.  Participants in the first meeting of the ad hoc committee were Mr. Gale, Mr. Dwoskin, Mr. Takeoka and Ms. Blood.  
REHS Program     Margaret Blood, Program Administrator

There were issues with the November REHS exam.  Some participants claimed that people were cheating.  The REHS Program contracts with Cooperative Personnel Human Resource Services to give the REHS exam at two sites – CSUN and Sacramento.  Examinees from the CSUN site suspected of cheating are under investigation.  
Regarding the scope of practice for REHSs, we need to be careful when it involves the law.  There are some controversial areas.  Hawaii didn’t have a defined scope of practice.  Mr. Dwoskin added that Health and Safety Code 106615 is not an exclusive scope of practice.  He is looking to develop a scope of practice.  Dr. Machado asked if the ad hoc committee is proceeding informally right now and thinks it should be formalized a bit.  This should be an agenda item for the next EHSRC meeting.  Mr. Dwoskin stated that the committee should meet more frequently and design the work of the committee before it falls under the restrictions of Bagley-Keene.  Dr. Machado suggested that they move forward with the committee.  
Next meeting The next meeting will take place at the CEHA AES Conference in Riverside on Tuesday, April 6, 2010.  This will include a closed session.  
ADJOURN 11:30 AM






