FEDERAL REGISTER ACTION:  EXPEDITED APPROVAL OF ALTERNATIVE TEST PROCEDURES FOR THE ANALYSIS OF CONTAMINANTS UNDER THE SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT 

The USEPA has approved 99 alternative test procedures for contaminants listed in Federal drinking water regulations.  These methods are approved immediately to use for SDWA compliance testing.

These methods include:

· 80 methods published in the 21st edition of Standard Methods (SM)*

· 2 methods published in the 20th edition of SM*

· 9 methods published in SM on-line*

· 6 updated ASTM International methods

· 1 vendor approved method

· 1 EPA method

No currently approved methods have been removed for compliance testing as a result of this action. 

A summary of all new methods is listed in Appendix A to Subpart C of Part 141 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
You can view and/or download information concerning this Federal Register Action by accessing the following links:

· Federal Register Notice, June 3, 2008 

· Appendix A to Subpart C of Part 141
· Fact Sheet Expedited Method Approval
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If you require additional information, please contact the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 or Patricia Snyder Fair at the USEPA Technical Support Center (email: fair.pat@epa.gov).

*The 21st edition of SM can be purchased from the American Public Health Organization (APHA), 800 I Street, NW., Washington, DC 20001-3710 and SM on-line can be purchased http://www.standardmethods.org. 

LABORATORY PROCEDURES FOR THE ADDITION OF NEW TEST METHODS

1. For the addition of SM 21st  Edition or On-Line SM methods, laboratories that are currently approved for equivalent methods from the 18th, 19th, or 20th editions of SM may switch to the on-line or 21st edition methods without application, PTs or fees.

However, should your laboratory choose to adopt either 21st Edition or On-Line methods, SOP(s) and practices must be revised as needed to strictly comply with the method as described in the edition employed, and the edition used must be cited in final reports. 

If your laboratory is not currently approved for an equivalent SM test method, an amendment application and fees must be submitted.

2. Two SM 20th edition test methods, employed in series, 9222 D/ 9222 G (two step membrane filtration for E. coli) are now approved under this Federal Register Action for compliance testing under the Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule, (40 CFR 141.704 (b)).

An amendment application, PTs, and Fees will be required.

3. A new EPA method, EPA 200.5, revision 4.2 (axially viewed inductively coupled plasma atomic emission spectrometry) is now approved for SDWA trace inorganic contaminant testing. 

An amendment application, PTs, and fees must be submitted for certification.

4. A vendor developed method (Industrial Test Systems Method D 99-003) to monitor free chlorine residual testing in drinking water for compliance with 40 CFR 141.131 (c) 2 is approved. Certification is not required. 

However, should your laboratory wish to have this method listed on your certificate, an amendment application and fees must be submitted.

5. The updated ASTM International methods adopted in this final rule will not be listed on ELAP FOT/FOA worksheets. 

Should your laboratory wish to obtain formal certification for any of these methods, a written request, amendment application, fees, and PTs must be submitted.
Review this announcement and the useful links that have been provided very carefully.
Contact your current ELAP representative for any questions.
_1289722346.pdf


 
 


Federal Register Action:  Expedited Approval of Alternative Test 
Procedures for the Analysis of Contaminants Under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act; Analysis and Sampling Procedures 
 
EPA is approving 99 alternative test procedures for contaminants listed in the drinking 
water regulations.  These procedures are as effective as the methods already established 
in the regulations for the same contaminants.  EPA is using its streamlined approval 
authority to make these 99 alternative methods available for determining contaminant 
concentrations in samples collected under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).   
 
  
Background 
 
When EPA establishes a monitoring requirement for a drinking water contaminant, it also 
specifies at least one “reference” analytical method that can be used to determine the 
contaminant’s concentration in drinking water.  Public water systems must use a testing 
method approved by EPA when performing analyses of samples required by regulation. 
 
Reference methods that are incorporated into the regulation are approved through a 
rulemaking process.  In general, this means that EPA publishes a proposed rule, citing the 
method along with a discussion of how the method can be used to analyze compliance 
samples.  The method is proposed for approval in conjunction with monitoring requirements 
for one or more specific contaminants.  Public comment is solicited.  EPA then decides 
whether to approve the method.  If the method is deemed suitable, it is approved via a final 
rule.  Under that process, the method is not approved for analysis of samples until it is 
referenced in a final rule. 
 
After establishing monitoring requirements in the final rule, EPA continues to evaluate 
additional analytical methods as they become available.  When new or revised testing 
methods for drinking water contaminants are determined to be as effective as methods 
already established in the regulations, then EPA can use its streamlined approval authority 
to make the new methods available for determining contaminant concentrations in samples 
collected under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  Methods approved under the expedited 
approval process are referenced in Appendix A to Subpart C of Part 141 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations.  The listing is also available at:  
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/methods/expedited.html and through the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.   
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Summary of Action 
 
EPA has evaluated 99 testing methods for contaminants listed in the regulations and 
determined them to be as effective as methods already established in the regulations for 
those contaminants.  Eighty-five of the methods are identical to previously approved 
methods from earlier publications and 14 represent new or modified methods.  EPA is 
using its streamlined approval authority to make these 99 optional, alternative methods 
available for determining contaminant concentrations in samples collected under SDWA.  
The approval of all of these methods, including the 85 “identical” methods, previously 
required a notice-and-comment rulemaking action. 
 
These methods include: 


• 80 methods published in the 21st edition of Standard Methods for the Analysis of 
Water and Wastewater 


• 2 methods published in the 20th edition of Standard Methods for the Analysis of 
Water and Wastewater 


• 9 methods published in Standard Methods Online  
• 6 updated methods from ASTM, International 
• 1 vendor developed method 
• 1 EPA method 


 
 
Additional Information and Copies 
 
You can view or download the complete text of the Federal Register final action from the 
Internet at: http://www.epa.gov/safewater/methods/expedited.html.  A listing of the methods 
approved using the expedited approval process can also be downloaded from the same 
Web site or obtained from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 
 
You can learn more about the Expedited Method Approval Process for drinking water and 
the alternative testing methods approved under the program by contacting Patricia Snyder 
Fair, Technical Support Center (MC-140), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of 
Water, Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water, 26 West Martin Luther King Drive, 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45268; (e-mail: fair.pat@epa.gov). 
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