CDPH Drinking Water Program


Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act

Pursuant to the requirements of CEQA Guidelines, Title 14 California Code of Regulations Section 15022(a)(1)(c), the following list of categorically exempt activities has been established by the California Department of Public Health (formerly the California Department of Health Services). This list is subject to the limitations on categorical exemptions set forth in the provisions of the state CEQA Guidelines. This list does not preclude categorical exemptions for other activities pursuant to CEQA or the CEQA Guidelines.


Specific Activities within Categorical Exempt Classes.
The following specific activities are determined by the Department to fall within the classes of categorical exemptions set forth in Sections 15300 et seq. of Title 14 of the California Administrative Code:  

(a) Class 1: Existing Facilities.  The types of existing facilities itemized below are not intended to be all inclusive of investor, private and publicly-owned drinking water supply systems.  The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of  use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency’s determination  

(1) Continued operation and permitting of an existing drinking water supply including constructed water wells and surface water sources.

(2) Continued operation and permitting of existing booster pump stations, generators, distribution pipelines, storage tanks and existing water treatment units including filters, pumps and chlorinators.

(3) Interior and exterior alterations to the above listed appurtenances which involve the addition deletion or modification of mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, monitoring, surveillance, security, remote sensing and SCADA controls.

(4) Additions to existing building structures and treatment plants provided that the addition is within the existing confines of the property and will not result in an increase of more than:

(a) 50 percent of the floor area of the structures before the addition, or 2,500 square feet, whichever is less or 

(b) 10,000 square feet 

(5) Restoration or rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged buildings or equipment unless it is determined that the damage was substantial and resulted from an environmental hazard such as earthquake, landslide or flood.  

(6) Construction of perimeter fencing and security gates for water supply sources, treatment plants, pump stations and other utility structures, provided that the total area disturbed does not exceed one acre.

(b) Class 2: Replacement or Reconstruction.  This exemption consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing buildings and water supply facilities where the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure to be replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced.  

(1) Repair or replacement of water service connections, meters, and valves for backflow prevention, air release, pressure regulating, shut-off and blow-off or flushing. 

(2) Replacement or reconstruction of existing water supply distribution lines, storage tanks and reservoirs of substantially the same size.  

(3) Replacement or reconstruction of water wells, pump stations and related appurtenances of the same size and capacity.  The well to be replaced must be properly destroyed or otherwise secured to prevent tampering, entry of foreign material or vertical migration of any contaminants. 
(c) Class 3: New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures.  This section describes the class of small projects involving new construction or conversion of existing small structures provided they are not located in an environmentally sensitive area.  

(1) Construction, operation or permitting of any water supply and distribution lines of less than sixteen inches in diameter and no greater than one mile in length, and related appurtenances. 

(2) Construction, operation or permitting of any water storage tanks and reservoirs of no greater than 100,000 gallon capacity.  

(3) Construction, operation or permitting of new water wells for existing water systems which do not exceed 125 gallons per minute provided that the well is not located in areas with any of the following

Hard-rock formations

Critically depleted groundwater basins

Groundwater basins subject to seawater intrusion

Groundwater under the direct influence of streams or lakes

Polluted or contaminated aquifers

(4) Construction of perimeter fencing around treatment plants and other buildings to deter unauthorized access.   Disturbed area cannot exceed 1 acre.

(5) Installation, operation or permitting of hypochlorination units to inactivate bacterial contamination

(d) Class 4: Minor Alterations to Land.  

(1) Minor alterations to land, water, or vegetation on any officially existing designated wildlife management areas or fish production facilities for the purpose of reducing the environmental potential for nuisances or vector production.  

(2) Any minor alterations to highway crossings for water supply and distribution lines. 

(3)  Minor trenching and backfilling where the surface is restored.

(e) Class 6:  Information Collection

Basic data collection, research, experimental management and resource evaluation activities which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.  These may be strictly for information gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading to an action which the California Department of Public Health has not yet approved, adopted or funded.

NOTE

Authority cited: Section 208, Health and Safety Code; Section 21082, Public Resources Code; and Sections 15022(a) and 15300.4, Title 14, Division 6, California Administrative Code. Reference: Sections 15301, 15302, 15303, 15304 and 15308, Public Resources Code. 
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