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To: Manufacturers and Certifying Bodies for Residential Water Treatment Devices and
Other interested Parties.

Due to the state of the national and California economy, every government program,
revenue source and expenditure is being carefully evaluated to determine if the budget
is aligned with the needs of the citizenry. In an effort to ensure all programs are
efficiently administered by the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) on behalf
of the people of California, each special fund and associated revenue source were
examined to determine if greater efficiencies could be achieved. The goal is to create a
more efficient and effective department. To that end, CDPH reviewed cost saving
measures and process improvements throughout the department to identify special
funds that could be reduced or eliminated without having any adverse impact to public
health.

Accordingly, CDPH proposes to eliminate its Residential Water Treatment Device
certification program effective with the passage of the 2012-13 Budget Act. The
proposal would modify existing law to require “approval” rather than “certification” of
water treatment devices offered for sale in California that make health claims. That
approval must be provided by an independent testing organization that has been
accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) or by the federal
government.

The proposal will be considered with the 2012-13 Budget Act and is thus subject to
current uncertainties as to timing and final form of implementation. However, because
the proposal, if implemented, will have a significant impact on your business, CDPH is
advising you of the following key points of the proposal:

o CDPH will no longer certify such products, except for those for which the
application for certification is filed with CDPH on or before June 30, 2012.
o CDPH will process submitted applications by December 31, 2012.

o All existing certificates issued by CDPH will remain valid for their full five year
certification period (based upon the initial date of issuance).
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If the proposal is adopted in the Budget Act, CDPH will no longer carry out a Device
Certification program after December 31, 2012. We encourage manufacturers to work
with accredited independent testing organizations prior to the expiration of existing
certificates to ensure no disruption in your ability to sell your products in California.

The proposal will now go through legislative review. CDPH will provide updated
information via this website, when available. If you have any questions, please contact
our Water Treatment Devices program manager, Mark Bartson at
(mark.bartson@cdph.ca.gov).

Sincerely,
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Leah Godsey Walker, P.E., Chief
Division of Drinking Water
and Environmental Management



