
Notes for Upcoming 3.20.18 OHE Sub-Committee Meeting: 

A. Take-aways from the AC-OHE Meeting Notes 
 

a. Large Group Discussion 

• Deputy Director Miller: A challenge is that other departments can view the OHE as a 
CDPH program when it was envisioned as an eventual independent entity with a 
legislatively mandated responsibility to serve other departments, as well. Deputy Director 
Miller stated the need for an explicit institutional shift that requires the OHE to penetrate 
other departments in Health and Human Services to build a stronger network of health 
and mental health equity. 

• Dr. Smith said she will lean heavily on the OHE-AC in the process of finding a new 
director for the OHE to carry the work forward. 

• May CA budget revise will be important for OHE. (Is advocacy happening on this to 
ensure OHE’s value is clear?) 

• Dr. Smith stated the OHE is driven by the funding source at present. The OHE must 
have a conversation on the overarching priorities. Governmental public health tends to 
continue to do the same things even when they don’t work if they are in a budget. It is 
difficult to discuss leveraging funding in different ways. Those conversations are 
occurring in the Department at the leadership level so that leaders will have a rational 
understanding of what is necessary in a governmental public health infrastructure. 

• Deputy Director Miller stated the California Endowment and Kaiser Permanente support 
Health in All Policies (HiAP). Private funding eventually expires, however, so the goal is 
to catalyze change that can be hardwired into state government to enable the work to 
sustain itself. HiAP has been a great model of that.  

• DD Miller noted that the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is an untapped funding 
opportunity for the future. 

• Dr. Smith stated her desire to describe a basic infrastructure in public health for the state 
of California. 

• Lisa Folberg stated the work of the Sustainability Committee in narrowing some of the 
goals is important. Have to advocate for super-broad goals. Dr. Smith agreed that 
focused goals are essential to sustainability. 

• Ms. Parks said Public Health 3.0 from Healthy People 2020 might serve as a framework 
to help OHE narrow its focus and sharpen its vision. 
(https://www.healthypeople.gov/sites/default/files/Public-Health-3.0-White-Paper.pdf) 

• Ms. Galvez stated having more analysts would help to increase influence around social 
determinants of health. 

• Dr. Witte stated the OHE should continue to focus on climate change, mental health, 
housing, early childhood development, income inequality, and criminal justice in the 
coming years. 
 

b. Small Group Discussions 

• Pick areas of focus within the social determinants of health indicators to prioritize for a 
set period of time 

• Use Public Health 3.0 priority areas as an implementation guide 

https://www.healthypeople.gov/sites/default/files/Public-Health-3.0-White-Paper.pdf


• Increase alignment between priority areas and the guiding document - tie reported 
accomplishments to a specific section of the Portrait of Promise or other guiding 
documents 

• Focus on children: Children are a vulnerable group that need a voice and present an 
opportunity to tackle a variety of equity issues. 

o Helping children helps parents and communities 

o Prioritizing children aligns and motivates people 

o Helping children involves improving education, economics, and housing 

• The state and the OHE can play the role of a convener to figure out strategy going 
forward to build infrastructure 

• Better utilize the OHE-AC to provide advice and guidance into the work of the OHE and 
the CDPH 

• Put health equity at the center of the work 

o Create tools and guides and share best practices 

• Strategically communicate the work of the OHE across the state in a multi-sectoral way 

• Leverage partnerships and spheres of influence to help move the work forward 

• Leverage the OHE-AC’s external influence to encourage equity as a central theme and 
to fill gaps that the OHE cannot (legislation; legislative analysis from an equity 
perspective and advocacy) 

• Expand the role of Health in All Policies to improve the social determinants of health 


