2023 Pediatric Surge/ Chemical Burn 
Statewide Medical and Health Exercise 
Press Release 


[Jurisdiction/Organization/Facility Name] To Prepare For [Insert Scenario] As Part of the California Statewide Medical and Health Exercise On [Insert Date]

How To Use This Document: This press release is a written communication reporting specific, but brief, information about the 2023 Statewide Medical and Health Exercise (SWMHE). The purpose of this document is to advise the media of your participation in the SWMHE. This template should be customized to your specific jurisdiction/organization/facility. Bracketed text (e.g., [jurisdiction/organization/facility name]) is provided to aid with location-specific customization. 

[Jurisdiction/Organization/Facility Name]
www.[your website] | facebook.com/[address] | twitter.com/[address]

Date: [MM/DD/YYYY]

[City], CA- The [jurisdiction/organization/facility name] is participating in the [Insert year] California Statewide Medical and Health Exercise (SWMHE) on [insert date] at [location name], at [time]. This [functional, tabletop] exercise is based on [insert scenario] and will help our community and State to be better prepared for emergencies and incidents of all types and sizes. This is an exercise and not an actual event. 

[Insert quote from jurisdiction/organization/facility leadership regarding the exercise and how it will help the community.]

This exercise will include participants from [list all participating entities] and exercise their capabilities, resources, and teamwork in the face of a [insert scenario] in their community. [Insert quote from leadership of participating entity regarding the exercise and their participation.]

About the Exercise:
This exercise is part of the SWMHE that is developed annually by the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), the Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA), and a group of Public Health and Medical stakeholders. This exercise has been developed to encourage community emergency management stakeholders to exercise their response to and recovery from unusual incidents and events that may challenge their facilities and personnel, including natural disasters, pandemics, and acts of terrorism. 
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