
Tick name Brown Dog Tick Pacific Coast 
Tick

Western American 
Dog Tick

Western 
Blacklegged Tick

Soft Tick

Location

Throughout CA Coast & Foothills Throughout CA Coast & Foothills
High elevation 

(above 3,000 ft.)

Anaplasmosis No No No Yes No

Hard Tick 
Relapsing Fever

No No No Yes No

Lyme Disease No No No Yes No

Pacific Coast 
Tick Fever

No Yes No No No

Rocky Mountain 
& Other 
Spotted Fevers

Yes Yes Yes No No

Soft Tick 
Relapsing Fever

No No No No Yes

Tularemia
No Yes Yes No No

Guide to Common Ticks in California and Diseases They Transmit

Prevent tick-borne 
diseases: 

More about ticks 
in CA:

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Anaplasmosis.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/relapsing-fever/about/about-htrf.html
https://www.cdc.gov/relapsing-fever/about/about-htrf.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/LymeDisease.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SpottedFeverGroupRickettsia-RMSFandPCTF.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SpottedFeverGroupRickettsia-RMSFandPCTF.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SpottedFeverGroupRickettsia-RMSFandPCTF.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SpottedFeverGroupRickettsia-RMSFandPCTF.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SpottedFeverGroupRickettsia-RMSFandPCTF.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SoftTickRelapsingFever.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/SoftTickRelapsingFever.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Tularemia.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Tick-Borne-Diseases.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/TickBorneDiseasePrevention.aspx
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