Questions for Stakeholder Meeting — Acute Psychiatric Hospital Regulations

The Center for Health Care Quality (CHCQ) within the California Department of Public
Health (Department) is developing final regulations governing staffing in acute
psychiatric hospitals under Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR). CHCQ
is seeking input from interested stakeholders to make any necessary adjustments to the
emergency regulations adopted on June 1, 2026.

Questions for Discussion

1. Some stakeholders have requested a different night nurse-to-patient ratio. What
data or studies support this staffing model while ensuring patient and staff
safety?

2. What classifications of staff do you generally have providing patient care during
the night shift? For example, are psychiatrists, psychologists, and social workers
working during the night shift?

3. Traditionally what has been the role of unlicensed mental health workers in
providing patient care? What type of training do unlicensed mental health
workers typically receive?

4. Do you have any data or trends for the time of day when new patients are
generally admitted into the acute psychiatric hospital? If so, please share.

5. Please describe your usual process for admitting a new patient.

6. Does your acute psychiatric hospital have dedicated pediatric units and what are
the age ranges served by that unit?

7. What classifications of health professionals should be involved in developing the
hospital’s policies and procedures?

8. What additional measures should the Department consider to ensure patient and
staff safety?





