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LIQUID WASTE 
LAWS 

PORTER COLOGNE WATER QUALITY ACT 

Creates the State Water Resources Control Board 

Water Resource Control Board is divided into 9 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards. 

Each Regional Board has developed a Basin Protection 
Plan and implemented guidelines for on-site sewage. 

MOU grants county the authority to oversee on-site 
program.  Local ordinance and regulations are reviewed 
by RWQCB to ensure compliance with Basin Plan. 



 

 

  

   
   

LIQUID WASTE 
LAWS 

CALIF. HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 

Section 5411 - Prohibits improper discharge of waste. 

17920.3 - substandard housing code sections. 

UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE 

Adopted by local ordinances and CA state law. 

Governs prohibitions, construction, materials, 
and inspections. 



LIQUID WASTE 
LAWS 

LOCAL ORDINANCES 



    

     

   

FUNCTION OF A SEPTIC SYSTEM 

• TREAT SEWAGE SO THAT IT IS MADE 
HARMLESS. 

KILL DISEASE CAUSING BACTERIA, VIRUSES, 
AND PROTOZOANS. 

REDUCE HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL 
CONCENTRATIONS. 

REDUCE BIOLOGICAL OXYGEN DEMAND. 

• DISPOSE OF SEWAGE (MAKE IT GO AWAY). 
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LIQUID WASTE 
STEPS TO INSTALLING A SEPTIC SYSTEM 

SITE EVALUATION 
WITHOUT THOROUGH SITE EVALUATION 
TO DETERMINE THE BEST LOCATION AND 
DESIGN OF THE SEPTIC SYSTEM EVEN A WELL 
CONSTRUCTED AND PROPERLY USED SYSTEM 
MAY PREMATURELY FAIL. 

ON SITE REVIEW 
SOIL PROFILE EVALUATION 

HYDROMETER TEST 
PERCOLATION TEST 



















 
 

   
   

LIQUID WASTE 
STEPS TO INSTALLING A SEPTIC SYSTEM 

SITE EVALUATION 

PLAN REVIEW 

IF THE DESIGN DOES NOT ADDRESS 
CONDITIONS AT THE SITE, EVEN THE BEST 
CONSTRUCTED AND PROPERLY USED SEPTIC 
SYSTEM MAY FAIL PREMATURELY OR CAUSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION. 







   
  

 
  

LIQUID WASTE 
STEPS TO INSTALLING A SEPTIC SYSTEM 

SITE EVALUATION 

PLAN REVIEW 

CONSTRUCTION 
EVEN IF A SYSTEM IS SITED AND USED PROPERLY 
IT MAY HAVE A SHORTEND LIFESPAN IF FAULTY 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS ARE USED, OR PROPER 
MATERIALS ARE USED, BUT INSTALLED WRONG. 

































  

   
 

 

LIQUID WASTE 

AFTER INSTALLATION 

Operation and Maintenance 

EVEN WITH PROPER SITING, DESIGN, AND 
CONSTRUCTION, A SYSTEM WILL HAVE A 
SHORTENED LIFESPAN IF NOT PROPERLY 
OPERATED OR MAINTAINED. 
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