
 

In California it is not a crime to 
report an overdose, both you and 

the overdose victim will not be 
arrested for drug or paraphernalia 

possession. You can save life.  

 

Call 9-1-1 

If someone has overdosed please don’t be afraid to  
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California’s 911 Good Samaritan Law protects you from arrest, charge and      

prosecution when you call 911 at the scene of a suspected drug overdose. Nobody at 

the scene should be charged for personal amounts of drugs or paraphernalia.  

This law does not protect you if, 

 You are on parole/probation; it is likely still a violation 

 You have more drugs than “possession for personal use”; it is still illegal to have any 

amount that would suggest trafficking or sales 

 You “obstruct medical or law enforcement personnel”; it is still important to not 

intervene with the activities of police or emergency personnel  
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