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Grant Seeking from Foundations

Background

Foundations are charitable organizations that give out grants for work aligned with their mission. They can
be private foundations, public charities, and community foundations. Seeking grants from foundations can
help your coalition diversify its funding streams. This resource guides you through the key steps of finding
grant opportunities and writing effective grant proposals.

Searching for funding opportunities

Searching for funding opportunities is the first step. At this stage, it is important to assess whether potential
opportunities align with your work and provide the type of funding you need. This will ensure you focus on
pursuing funding you are likely to receive. To do this:

= m Know where to look. Develop a list of key words or phrases to use when searching. Search

'I| foundation directories (such as Candid.org) or grants databases (like GrantsWatch). Sign up to
receive emails with information about funding opportunities. Check foundation websites and social
media accounts for funding announcements or

updated guidance. [ Key resources: California h
[ Understand each foundation’s priorities. Read ﬂ resources
?I:I about the foundation’s mission, vision, priority ) ,
— . . Check out The Grantsmanship Center’s
populations, and geographic focus areas. i i o )
Network to learn about the foundation and bage on grants in California, including:
identify key contacts. Review past grants to e Top Giving Foundations in California
understand the kinds of projects it typically e Community Foundations in
supports and award range. California
E Assess whether the foundation provides the * Corporate Giving Programs in
type of funding you need. Review foundation California
materials or talk with foundation staff to Review regional groups of philanthropies
determine whether it offers restricted or like Northern California Grantmakers,
unrestricted funding, grants or loans, or in-kind SoCal Grantmakers, and Catalyst of San
support. Check whether it funds programs, Diego & Imperial Counties.
capacity building, or research projects. \_ )

®-¢ Understand the foundation’s processes. Learn

-(_é whether the foundation posts open applications or invites organizations to apply. Some request a
letter of inquiry (LOI) before accepting a full proposal or have restrictions on the type of
organizations they fund. Many fund 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations, but some may fund other
types of organizations if the funds will be used for a charitable purpose.
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w Building relationships with funders

Building relationships is an important step when seeking funding from foundations. Strong relationships help
you deepen your understanding of how your coalition’s work aligns with the foundation priorities, how its
funding process works, and how to write your proposal for the greatest chance of success. They also give you
trusted contacts who can answer questions and share information about future opportunities.

e How do I find foundation contacts? Ask whether your team, board, or partners have relationships with
foundation staff. If not, search grant databases or foundation websites for the names of program
officers or other key staff connected to past grant programs relevant to your coalition’s work. You
should also sign up for the foundation’s newsletter email distribution list, and attend any public events
the foundation sponsors to learn about its work and meet key contacts.

e How can I build a relationship? If someone in your network knows a foundation contact, ask for an
introduction. If not, reach out directly by email to request a brief call or meeting. Use the call to learn
about the foundation’s priorities, interests, and alignment with your funding needs. After the meeting,
thank them for their time and follow up with any requested information. Maintain the relationship by
staying in touch about new developments, sharing updates from your coalition, inviting them to
events, or providing materials such as a case for support.

Key consideration: Develop a case-for-support document

A case for support explains why someone should invest in your cause. It can include:
e A clear summary of the problem your coalition is addressing and the strategies
you are using to solve it
e Stories and data that demonstrate your coalition’s impact
. e Photos or compelling visuals
e A call to action, such as an invitation to donate, partner, or collaborate

It can be an internal document that your coalition updates as your work evolves and uses
to inform proposals and fundraising. You can also tailor the document and share it with
different external audiences, such as potential funders or partners. See a case for support
template from Candid.

w Writing effective proposals

Writing the proposal is an important step to seeking foundation funding. To give your proposal the best
chance of success, make sure you:

e Understand and prepare for common proposal elements you need to include. Every foundation will
have different proposal requirements, but many proposals have similar components: a cover letter,
organization description, statement of need or problem statement, program description, staffing plan,
evaluation plan, sustainability plan, budget, and letters of support. It can be helpful to create a
reference document summarizing the key points you will include in each section. You can then tailor
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these points to fit the specific foundation or funding opportunity. It can also be a good idea to keep an
updated list of partners or supporters whom you can turn to quickly when you need a letter of support.

e Make the connection to the foundation’s Ve N
priorities. A foundation’s priority area might Key resources: Proposal writing
connect to what your coalition does but be called ﬂ and management tools
something different (for example, kindergarten
readiness). Show the connection between nutrition e Tips for writing your problem
and physical activity and the foundation’s priority. statement from The Grantsmanship

Center
e Template to track details and status of
proposal sections from The Lunch Box
e Sample cover letters, letters of inquiry,

e Share your successes. Include case studies, quotes,
photos, videos and data to demonstrate your
coalition’s impact.

e Review and refine your proposal. Ensure your proposal budgets, full proposals and
response is clear, well written, and free of spelling other documents from Candid.org
or grammatical errors. Follow the instructions e Free Grant Seeking Essentials
carefully. Ask someone who is not familiar with Certificate on grant seeking, including
your coalition to review the proposal to see proposal writing tips from
whether it is compelling and easy to understand. Nonprofitready.org.?
Your response may be reviewed by multiple people 1You must create a free account and enroll in free
both within and outside the foundation, so you course to access this resource.
want to make sure it is clear and fully responsive to \_ )

the instructions.

Key considerations: Tips for navigating the proposal process

e Be prepared to answer questions or make revisions as your proposal is being

reviewed.
e Recognize the grant proposal and award process often takes months.
. e You won’t win them all. Ask for feedback to improve your next proposal and keep

looking for opportunities. Stay in touch with foundations even if they don’t fund you
the first time; they might in the future.

e When you do win, keep building the relationship. Foundations can be key partners
in your work, even after the funding ends.

Sources
The content in this document was informed by the following resources:

e Candid. “Introduction to Finding Grants.” 2026.

e Lee, K. “The Ultimate Guide to a Strong Case for Support.” 2025.

e Nonprofitready.org. “Grant Seeking Essential Certificate.” 2018.

e The Grantsmanship Center. “Get Foundation Grants & Funding for Nonprofits.” 2026.

e Wilferd, M. “Government vs Foundation Grants: Key Differences in Writing for Federal vs Private Funders.” 2025.
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		41		3		Tags->0->18->1->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "The Ultimate Guide to a Strong Case for Support" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		42		3		Tags->0->18->1->1->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "The Ultimate Guide to a Strong Case for Support" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		43		3		Tags->0->18->2->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Grant Seeking Essential Certificate" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		44		3		Tags->0->18->2->1->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "Grant Seeking Essential Certificate" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		45		3		Tags->0->18->3->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Get Foundation Grants & Funding for Nonprofits" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		46		3		Tags->0->18->3->1->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "Get Foundation Grants & Funding for Nonprofits" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		47		3		Tags->0->18->4->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Government vs Foundation Grants: Key Differences in Writing for Federal vs Private Funders" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		48		3		Tags->0->18->4->1->1->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "Government vs Foundation Grants: Key Differences in Writing for Federal vs Private Funders" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		49						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		No nested Headings		Passed		Heading tags are not nested inside one another.		

		50						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Lbl - Valid Parent		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		51						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		LBody - Valid Parent		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		52						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Link Annotations		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link tags.		

		53						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Links		Passed		All Link tags contain at least one Link annotation.		

		54						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List Item		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		55						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		56						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tagged Document		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		57						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Heading Levels		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		
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		59						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Orientation		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered in any orientation.		

		60						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		61						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Passed		No Untagged annotations were detected, and no elements have been untagged in this session.		

		62				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Format, layout and color		Passed		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		Verification result set by user.

		63				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Minimum Contrast		Passed		Please ensure that the visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1, except for large text and images of large-scale text where it should have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1.  Incidental content or logos are exempt.		Verification result set by user.

		64		3		Tags->0->19->0,Tags->0->20->0		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Non-Text Contrast		Passed		Please verify that all graphical elements have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1 against adjacent colors.		Verification result set by user.

		65						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Reflow		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered in any device size.		

		66						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Text Spacing		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered by user agents supporting tagged PDFs in any text spacing.		

		67						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		68						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		69				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed		Please verify that a document title of Grant Seeking from Foundations is appropriate for this document.		Verification result set by user.

		70						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		
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		72				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (en) is appropriate for the document.		Verification result set by user.

		73				Doc->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed		An action of type Go To Destination is attached to the Open Action event of the document. Please ensure that this action does not initiate a change of context.		0 XYZ -2147483648 -2147483648 -2147483648

		74						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		All pages define page headers and footers appropriately		

		75						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		76						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		77						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		78						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		79						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		80						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		81						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		82						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		83						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		84						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		85						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		86						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		87						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		88						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		89						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		90						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Identify Input Purpose		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		91						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		92						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		93						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		94						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Content on Hover or Focus		Not Applicable		No actions found on hover or focus events.		

		95						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		96						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Character Key Shortcuts		Not Applicable		No character key shortcuts detected in this document.		

		97						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		98						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		99						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Focus Not Obscured (Minimum)		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		100						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Dragging Movements		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		101						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Label in Name		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		102						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Motion Actuation		Not Applicable		No elements requiring device or user motion detected in this document.		

		103						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Cancellation		Not Applicable		No mouse down events detected in this document.		

		104						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Gestures		Not Applicable		No RichMedia or FileAtachments have been detected in this document.		

		105						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Consistent Help		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		106						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Accessible Authentication (Minimum)		Not Applicable		This criterion is not applicable to pdf files.		

		107						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Redundant Entry		Not Applicable		No form elements requiring redundant information detected in this document.		

		108						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		109						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		110						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		
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