Responsibilities for Walk Route Safety
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Actor
Role

The Driver
Perhaps the greatest responsibility for school pedestrian safety lies with the individual driver. Pedestrians (including children) have the right-of-way in a crosswalk, marked or not. Even when the pedestrian does not have the right-of-way the motorist must exercise due care to avoid a collision.



The Student
Students’ personal responsibility for their own safety as pedestrians cannot be over-emphasized. Children must understand and follow safe pedestrian practices.



The Parent
The parents of school children have the best opportunity to see and correct poor pedestrian behaviors of their children. A child’s attitude toward obeying school cross, pedestrian d bicycle safety rules will be greatly influenced by the parents’ attitude toward traffic laws. Parents should be certain that their children are following designated routes to school.



The School
School districts are responsible for establishing and enforcing school route plans. The schools should play an active part in the training and utilization of crossing guards and school safety patrols. Teachers and administrators also have an opportunity and responsibility to observe the students’ walking behavior directly and work to improve any problems they observe.



The School District
School districts are responsible for siting and developing school facilities which foster a good walking environment. These responsibilities include choosing school locations which balance vehicle access with pedestrian safety needs, constructing adequate pedestrian facilities along the perimeter of the school site and working with the local public works agency to fund an install adequate crossing protection at key points. School districts are responsible for distributing walk route maps to parents and students.



Government agencies
Local public works agencies and the state DOT (Caltrans) have responsibilities for design, installation and maintenance of traffic control devices and pedestrian facilities (such as sidewalks, shoulders and pathways) in accord with local, state and national standards. In addition to enforcing vehicle speeds and drop-off behaviors in school zones, local police officers may be available to talk about school traffic safety before student assemblies or lead school safety programs. Local jurisdictions also administrate zoning and building permits, and in some places, collect school impact fees from private developers.



