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INTRODUCTION

California state law requires all hospitals, clinics, and birthing centers to provide and discuss information on child passenger restraints before they release children younger than six years old or weighing less than sixty pounds.  Additionally, the law requires, as a condition of licensing, that facilities have a written policy relating to the dissemination of child passenger safety information.

The purpose of these guidelines is to assist health care facilities in developing policy and procedures that will comply with Senate Bill 503 (Chapter 512, Statutes of 1995) requirements.  The information and the suggestions in this guide are based on the experiences of facilities within California with well-established child passenger safety programs and advice from experts in child passenger safety.  The guidelines will cover the following information:


(
Recommendations for policy and procedure development.


(
Discussion of liability issues and suggestions for reducing risk.


(
Listing of community resources and organizations that provide free and low-cost educational materials, child safety seats, and training.


(
Educational opportunities.

How to Use This Guide
This guide provides step-by-step recommendations for developing policy and procedures for a child passenger safety program.  Each step is presented in worksheet format.  The worksheets ask questions that, when answered, will provide the information you need to write a policy and procedures for your particular facility.  The development of policies and procedures and their implementation are a common practice in health care facilities.  Those facilities which have a formal written policy on child passenger safety in place may still find that the general information provided in this guide will help ensure that their existing policies comply with current child passenger restraint laws.

This guide is not intended as legal advice.  Hospitals, clinics, and birthing centers should consult with their legal counsel regarding their individual rights, responsibilities, and potential for liability under the law.

WHAT EVERY HEALTH CARE FACILITY IS

REQUIRED BY CALIFORNIA LAW TO DO
As of January 1996, as a condition of licensure, every public and private hospital, clinic, or birthing center, must have a written policy on the dissemination of child passenger restraint systems information to parents or persons to whom a child is released.  The following shall be discussed with the parents or legal guardians of a child LESS THAN SIX YEARS OLD OR LESS THAN SIXTY POUNDS.


1.
A summary of current state laws requiring child passenger restraint systems to be used when transporting children in motor vehicles.


2.
A listing of child passenger restraint systems programs located within the county (prepared by local health departments in conjunction with the Office of Traffic Safety as required by Vehicle Code Sections 27360 and 27362).


3.
Information describing the risks of death or serious injury associated with failure to use a child passenger restraint system.



A hospital may satisfy the above requirements of this paragraph by reproducing for distribution materials describing the risks of injury or death as a result of the failure to utilize passenger restraints for infants and children, as provided, without charge, by the Department of the California Highway Patrol.  A hospital that does not have these materials but demonstrates that it has made a written request of the California Highway Patrol is in compliance with the law.

Per California Vehicle Code, Section 27363.5 (b):

“A public or private hospital, clinic, or birthing center shall not be responsible for the failure of the parent or person to whom the child is released to use a child passenger restraint system.”

LIABILITY ISSUES
A common concern of facilities dealing with child passenger safety is liability.  The following is a summary of practices which may put hospitals, clinics, or birthing centers at risk for liability and suggestions for minimizing liability risks.

A hospital, clinic, or birthing center may be considered negligent if it:

(
provides the parent, guardian, or designated agent with erroneous information;


(
improperly instructs the parent, guardian, or designated agent on the use of a child safety seat;


(
distributes child safety seats that do not meet federal standards, are damaged, or have been involved in a collision; or


(
fails to provide the required child passenger safety information.

Suggestions to Minimize Risk

(
Develop a hospital policy. 


(
Determine if current liability insurance covers the child passenger safety program, and make every effort to obtain adequate insurance.


(
Ensure that all personnel disseminating information are well-trained by an agency with technical expertise in child passenger safety (contact your local health department for assistance).  The field of child passenger safety is constantly evolving, and new issues are constantly emerging, so staff should receive training at least annually.  Keep careful documentation of staff trained, who provided the training, and copies of training materials.


(
Keep files of all materials disseminated to parents and any checklists used in the training of parents, and have the parents sign an agreement that they will use the child safety seat according to the manufacturer’s instructions.  Keep the agreement on file.


(
Document on the patient’s chart what health education materials were provided and the content of discussions on child passenger safety.


(
Examine all child safety seats before they are loaned or given to a parent, legal guardian, or designated agent.  Document the examination and photograph the child safety seat.  Damaged or defective seats should never be distributed.


(
Provide a copy of the manufacturer’s manual when distributing a child safety seat to parents, legal guardians, or a designated agent.  This procedure should be carefully documented and kept on file.


(
Provide accurate information and document the guidelines used for recommendations and the resources from which the guidelines were adapted when distributing child safety seats for infants and children with special needs.

PRE-ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET:  BEFORE YOU START

DEVELOPING YOUR POLICY AND PROCEDURES

The dissemination of child passenger safety information by hospitals, clinics, and birthing centers has been required by law for many years.  Most hospitals and clinics already have some level of child passenger safety activity.  Taking the time to investigate the child passenger safety activities in your facility and in your community can greatly simplify the process of policy development and implementation.  A good resource to assist you in the development and implementation of your child passenger safety policy and procedure is your local health department child passenger safety coordinator (see Resource section).

Before you begin the development of your policy and procedures, consider the following questions:

Does your facility have a written discharge policy regarding child safety seats and related education?


(  Yes     (  No

Does the policy comply with the current law by including:


1.
A summary of current state laws requiring child passenger restraint systems to be used when transporting children in motor vehicles.


2.
A listing of child passenger restraint systems programs located within the county (prepared by local health departments in conjunction with the Office of Traffic Safety as required by Vehicle Code Sections 27360 and 27362).


3.
Information describing the risks of death or serious injury associated with failure to use a child passenger restraint system.

(  Yes     (  No

(  Yes     (  No

(  Yes     (  No

List the departments or programs at your facility which provide services to children 0-6 years old and list current child passenger safety activities (e.g., classes, brochures, videos, child safety seat distribution, documentation of discharge, counseling at well baby checks).


Department
Description of Child
Contact and Phone Number



Passenger Safety Activities


_____________________
_____________________________
_______________________


_____________________
_____________________________
_______________________


_____________________
_____________________________
_______________________



Which departments in your facility serve children with special needs (e.g., NICU, neuro, rehab, etc.)?

List:









Do you serve non-English speaking populations?  (If yes, which languages do the patients speak?)

List:








(  Yes     (  No

List the departments that require their own procedures.

List:









What is the policy approval process in your facility?


(
By department


(
By central policy committee

(
Other:  



Who is responsible for developing the policies and procedures in your facility?




Who are the committee members?  (Great opportunity to involve physicians.)

List:










Is the committee or individual developing the child passenger safety policy and procedures familiar with the policy approval process in your facility?


(  Yes     (  No

Are there any limitations that policy approval or implementation process may need to be included?

List:




(  Yes     (  No

Could your clients benefit from a low cost child safety seat purchase program?


(  Yes     (  No

What child passenger safety programs within the community can assist you?



Organization


Contact





Organization


Contact





Organization


Contact





POLICY AND PROCEDURES DEVELOPMENT WORKSHEET

Writing a policy statement and the accompanying procedures can be a very simple or a complicated process depending on the size of the facility and the types of medical services offered.  In general, policy statements and procedures include the following sections (see samples starting on page 10):

1.  Purpose:  Usually a simple statement describing the reason for the policy.

Example:

“In order to reduce the incidence of death and injury to infants and young children, the parents, legal guardian, or designated agent shall be made aware of child passenger safety.”

Pitfalls in the Development Process
Ways to Avoid the Pitfalls
Debate over the purpose 
Include key personnel in its development

Statements that don’t apply in all departments 
Develop individual procedures for each department

Implementation not possible 
Pre-assess resources and current activities

Write a draft statement:

2.  Policy Statement:  Clearly defines what activities are being implemented and lists limitations.

Example:

“Every parent, legal guardian, or designated agent of an infant or child LESS THAN 6 YEARS OLD OR LESS THAN 60 POUNDS being discharged from (name of your facility) as an inpatient/outpatient or from the emergency department will receive the following information:



1.
A summary of current state laws requiring child passenger restraint systems to be used when transporting children in motor vehicles.



2.
A listing of child passenger restraint systems programs located within the county (prepared by local health departments in conjunction with the Office of Traffic Safety as required by Vehicle Code Sections 27360 and 27362).

3.
Information describing the risks of death or serious injury associated with failure to use a child passenger restraint system.

Refer to the Child Passenger Safety Resources section (page 16) of this document to identify resources which meet this criteria.
Example Limitation:

“(Name of your facility) is not responsible for failure of the parent, legal guardian, or designated agent to use child passenger restraint systems.”

Pitfalls in the Development Process
Ways to Avoid the Pitfalls
Some staff unwilling to comply with the policy 
Include key personnel in the development

Debate over the extent of activities or limitations 
Customize for individual departments (if needed)

Write a draft statement:

3.  Procedures:  Most facilities have one policy but may need more than one procedure in order to implement the policy.  The actual number of procedures will depend upon the policy, the size of the facility, and the complexity of its child passenger safety program.  The procedures answer important questions such as:


(
When will the intervention occur?


California law (Vehicle Code Section 27363.5) states that the responsible adult (e.g., parent or legal guardian) must receive information on the law requiring child passenger restraint systems before discharge, which means that each facility has the option of choosing when during a visit the information will be disseminated.  For example, since not all patients are formally discharged, some facilities have found it easier to discuss the information upon admittance or check-in so all patients are reached with this important information.


(
When would be the most advantageous time in your department to educate parents or guardians in your facility on child passenger safety?

(
Who will be responsible/available to disseminate the information?

(
How will you document compliance? 


(
Who will document compliance? 


(
What will you document to demonstrate compliance? 

SAMPLE POLICY

Date:
January 2002


Name of Facility:



Department:



Subject:
Child Passenger Safety Education

Standard Practice
In accordance with California law, the parent or legal guardian of infants and young children will be made aware of the law and provided with information regarding local child safety seat programs and risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child safety seat.

The AAP recommends that each “child” be discharged in a child safety seat appropriate to his/her maturity and medical condition.  Ideally, procedures will include instruction and education for proper use of the child safety seat in the automobile.  This education should include “hands-on” training.

Policy

(Insert your hospital, clinic, or birthing center here)
 shall disseminate child passenger restraint system information to parents and legal guardians.  The following shall be discussed before the discharge of a child less than 6 years old or less than sixty pounds.


1.
Current state laws on child passenger restraint systems;


2.
A listing of child safety seat programs within the county; and


3.
Information describing the risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child safety seat.


(Insert your hospital, clinic, or birthing center here)
 shall not be responsible for the failure of the parent or legal guardian to use a child safety seat.

SAMPLE PROCEDURE

Date:
January 2002


Name of Facility:



Division Approved By:



Subject:
Child Passenger Restraint Law Compliance
A.
All parents and legal guardians of children less than six years old or less than sixty pounds will be provided with child passenger restraint information/education that encompasses the following:


1.
Types and proper use of child safety seats.




Brochures:
Insert name and date of most current brochure here.*

2.
California state laws on child passenger safety.**




Handouts:
Insert name and date of most current handout here.*


3.
Listing of resources to obtain low-cost child safety seat and education classes available.**




Handouts:
Insert name and date of most current handout here.*


4.
Description of risks of death and injury associated with nonuse and misuse of child safety seats.**




Handout:
Insert name and date of most current handout here.*

B.
Parent/legal guardian should view the video Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life (version 6 or most current version) for additional child passenger safety information.*

C.
Parent/legal guardian will be referred to the local health department child passenger safety coordinator or technician/specialist (state name) for specific questions regarding child safety seats or further information.  (Provide phone numbers.)

D.
Staff may give verbal instructions, guidance, and a “hands-on” demonstration on proper infant/child placement in the child safety seat and correct installation in the automobile.

E.
Parent/legal guardian will place infant/child in child safety seat and install the child safety seat in the automobile upon discharge.

F.
Nurse will document mode and time of discharge, instructions, and educational materials given or viewed on the appropriate nursing forms.

G.
At discharge, the “Child Safety Seat Release Form” will be completed and signed by all parties after parents/legal guardians are advised of the child restraint safety information as required by Vehicle Code Section 27363.5.

· Form is filed in the chart.

*
Refer to Child Passenger Safety Resource section (pages 16-17) for recommended, most updated versions of materials.

**
Mandatory (must be provided to patient).

SAMPLE CHILD SAFETY SEAT RELEASE FORM/DOCUMENTATION FORM

Date:
January 2002


Name of Medical Facility:


Release of a Minor Less Than Six or Less Than Sixty Pounds

Patient’s Name:


The following child safety seat information was provided:

(
Types and proper use of child safety seats.




Brochures:
Insert name and date of most current brochure here.*
(
California state laws on child passenger safety.**




Handouts:
Insert name and date of most current handout here.*

(
Listing of resources to obtain low-cost child safety seat and education classes to attend.**




Handouts:
Insert name and date of most current handout here.*

(
Description of risks of death and injury associated with nonuse and misuse of child safety seats.**




Handout:
Insert name and date of most current handout here.*

The following education and information was provided:

(
Referred to local child passenger safety program (provide phone number).

(
Viewed video on child passenger safety.



Insert name and date of video here.*  (example:  Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life)

Information given to:




              (Name of Parent/Legal Guardian)

Information given via interpreter:




                     (Name of Interpreter)

Date/time:


I certify by my signature that I have been provided information regarding child safety seats.


Signature of parent/legal guardian:


In the event the parent or legal guardian chooses to transport the child without a child safety seat:
I understand it is illegal to transport a child LESS THAN SIX YEARS OLD OR LESS THAN SIXTY POUNDS without a child safety seat, and I am aware of the risks but choose to transport my child without a child safety seat.


Child’s name:



Signature of parent/legal guardian:



*
Refer to Child Passenger Safety Resource section (pages 16-17) for recommended, most updated versions of materials.

**
Mandatory (must be provided to patient).
IMPLEMENTATION:  MAKING THE POLICY AND PROCEDURES HAPPEN

Hospitals and other health care facilities have many policies and procedures to follow.  The implementation process is the key to achieving compliance.

Before beginning the implementation process, contact your local health department child passenger safety coordinator for assistance with the following components:

Educational Materials

· Who will be responsible for coordinating the review, collection, dissemination, and updating of the educational materials?

· Who will be responsible for ensuring that the child passenger safety materials are accurate and up-to-date?  (Contact your local health department’s child passenger safety coordinator for assistance.)

· What is the process for ensuring that materials stay up-to-date?

· Educational materials should be reviewed regularly to ensure that they are current.  All materials should include date of publication.

Staff Training

· Who will be responsible for coordinating staff training?

· Who is your local trained child passenger safety technician?  (Refer to Resource section.)

· How will the child passenger safety technician assist in your training?

· How will staff be trained (e.g., length of training, mandatory, CEUs)?

· What will your child passenger safety training include?  (Refer to the Sample Training Outline, page 13.)

· What methods will be used to ensure that staff remain current in their knowledge of child passenger safety (e.g., annual updates)?

· How will you document child passenger safety staff education competency?  (See Sample Staff Competency Checklist, page 14.)

Quality Assurance  (Monitoring compliance with the child passenger restraint law)

· Who will be responsible for developing the Quality Assurance plan?

· How often, the size of the sample, who will check compliance of documents throughout facility?  (see Quality Assurance Child Passenger Safety Form, page 12)

· Who will ensure quality assurance results get back to appropriate departments?

· What action will be taken to ensure compliance?

· How will staff be updated in child passenger safety education?

· How will new employees be trained in child passenger safety education (e.g., build child passenger safety into new employee orientation or residency programs)?

QUALITY ASSURANCE CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY FORM

Monitoring Compliance of the Child Passenger Restraint Law

In accordance with California law (Vehicle Code Section 27363.5) effective January 1, 1996, the parents or legal guardian of infants and young children will be made aware of the law.  In accordance with the Health and Safety Codes, the health care facilities must have a written policy regarding local car seat programs and risks of death/injury associated with nonuse or misuse of a child safety seat.

Policy:  Approved

(add year)



(Insert your hospital, clinic, or birthing center here)
 shall disseminate child passenger restraint system information to parents/legal guardians.  The following shall be discussed before the discharge of a child LESS THAN SIX YEARS OR LESS THAN SIXTY POUNDS


A.
Current state laws on child passenger restraint systems


B.
Listing of child passenger safety programs within the county


C.
Information describing risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child safety seat.

SITE:  



( Hospital    ( Clinic    ( Birthing Center    ( Other

MEDICAL

RECORD #
AGE OF

CHILD
FORM

CHECK
DOCUMENT

MET CRITERIA
REVIEWED

VIDEO
HOSPITAL

REFERRAL

TO CAR

SEAT PROGRAM
SENT HOME

WITHOUT

CAR SEAT
VISIT

# ________






















































































































CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY—MEETING THE “STATE REQUIREMENTS” SAMPLE TRAINING FOR HEALTH CARE FACILITIES
Goal

To increase awareness of health care professionals about child passenger safety (CPS) and how to comply with California law (Health and Safety Code Sections 1204.3, 1212, 1268, and Vehicle Code Section 27363.5).

Learning Objectives
By the end of this training, the participant will be able to:

(
Demonstrate knowledge of the current requirements of the child passenger restraint laws as a condition of licensure for hospitals/clinics.

(
Identify the incidence of death in childhood from vehicle crashes and the effectiveness rate of restraints used correctly.

(
Demonstrate an understanding of child safety seat types and correct use.  

(
Identify resources for child safety seats including restraints for special needs.

(
Describe the current child passenger restraint law in California.

(
Demonstrate knowledge of   (your hospital’s)   policy and procedures on child passenger safety.

Course Agenda




TOPIC
INSTRUCTOR

I.
Introducing your community’s child passenger safety
Health care facility staff/health dept. CPS coordinator


program

II.
The state requirement in child passenger safety
Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or technician


A.
Its impact on hospitals/clinics


B.
Liability issues

III.
California Child Passenger Restraint Laws
Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or technician

IV.
Motor Vehicle Crashes

Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or technician


A.
Local newspaper article


B.
Statistics


C.
Crash dynamics

V.
Child Restraint Safety Devices
Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or technician


A.
Film – Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life (version 6



or most current version)


B.
Misuse


C.
Recycled car seats


D.
Recalled car seats


E.
Child passenger safety assessment


F.
Demonstration of correct use

VI.
Special Needs Resources

Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or technician


A.
Premature and small infants


B.
Transporting children with special needs

VII.
Policy/Procedure

Health care facility staff

VIII.
Post Test/Evaluation

Health care facility staff

Classes should be at least 1 to 2 hours in length.  (Please refer to APPENDIX at the end of this document for a sample training materials packet.)

Developed by Anne Stokman, R.N., C.D.E., Director, Keep Baby Safe Network
SAMPLE STAFF COMPETENCY CHECKLIST

Date:
January 2002


Name of Medical Facility:


Child Passenger Safety Education

Date:




Name of Participant:



Department:



Met
Not Met

(
(
1.
Attended class “Child Passenger Safety—Meeting the ‘State Requirements’.”


(
(
2.
Viewed video Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life (version 6 or most recent version).


(
(
3.
Demonstrates knowledge of current laws, resources available, and correct use of child safety seats by post test.


(
(
4.
Post-test score is:  __________.


Verification of competency by:




                (Educator’s Signature)

Date:


Place this form in staff file for documentation for Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospital Organizations.

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES
There are many places within a hospital/clinical or birthing center setting that can be utilized for dissemination of child passenger safety information.  The following suggestions were compiled from nurses and child passenger safety professionals actively involved in the field or in a hospital setting.

Educational Opportunities
· Include child passenger safety as a component of the prenatal and parenting classes.

· Use the facility’s closed circuit TV system to show videos in postpartum, pediatrics, or trauma department.

· Join your local child passenger safety programs in offering child safety seat inspections and classes as a community service.  Child safety seat checkers and instructors need annual training by an agency with technical expertise in child passenger safety.

· Give parents referrals to community programs offering in-depth training or classes.

· Use volunteers for providing personal instruction (careful training should be provided to volunteers providing the service).

Other Issues to Consider in Program Development
· Create a child passenger safety subcommittee within your facility.

· Find out if your hospital has existing resources or access to low cost child safety seats.

· Include parenting information that will help parents keep their children in child safety seats/belts.

· Ensure that adoptive parents receive the information.

· Explain the importance of keeping all passengers in safety restraints when appropriate.

· Include physicians, occupational therapists, social workers, administrators, and volunteers when educating staff.

· The AAP recommends providing child passenger safety education prior to delivery for expectant mothers.

· Participate in your community’s traffic safety coalitions.

Final Words
Injury prevention programs in general, and child passenger safety programs in particular, are among the most cost-effective means of avoiding serious injury and reducing the need for hospitalization and utilization of medical services.  Some hospitals and medical clinics have created much goodwill in their communities by proactively implementing child passenger safety programs, thus demonstrating a commitment to saving lives and decreasing injury and suffering among the families they serve.

 CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY RESOURCES
All of the brochures and flyers listed below fulfill one or more of the content components specified in the Child Passenger Restraint Policy.  The requirement may be met with a single, comprehensive piece or a combination of pieces.

Required Information

1.
A summary of current state child passenger restraint system laws (see table below).

2.
A listing of child passenger restraint system programs located within the county, prepared by county health departments as required by Vehicle Code Sections 27360 and 27362.

3.
Information describing the risks of death or serious injury associated with failure to use a child passenger restraint system (see table below).

Options

1.
To meet the requirements of California law (#1 and #3 above), hospitals, clinics, and birthing centers may distribute documents from the table below accompanied by the listing of child passenger restraint system programs, compiled by county health departments (requirement #2 above).
MEETS

REQUIREMENT #
TITLE
COST
COMMENTS
CONTACT INFO.

3
4 Out of 5 Car Seats are Used Wrong

brochure
$15/ 100

+

shipping
Available in English and Spanish; posters with same messages also available.
National SAFE KIDS Campaign

1301 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20004‑1707

(202) 662-0600

(202) 393-2072

(800) 289-0117

1 and 3
Keep Your Child Safe

brochure
$0.12

each

+ shipping
Available in English, Spanish, and many other additional languages.
SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A.

P.O. Box 553

Altadena, CA 91003

(310) 222-6860

(800) 745-SAFE

ckim@carseat.org

3
The Perfect Gift: Your Child’s Safety

brochure
$0.15

each

+ shipping

or free

from AAA
Available in English and Spanish.
SafetyBeltSafe, U.S.A.

P.O. Box 553

Altadena, CA 91003

(310) 222-6860

(800) 745-SAFE

ckim@carseat.org

1

3
California Buckle-Up Laws for Parents

and

Dear Parent/Driver:  Do You Know If You Are Using Your Car Seat Safely? Flyer

and

Boosters Are For Big Kids
None
Two-sided, reproducible flyer available in English or Spanish.
SafetyBeltSafe, U.S.A.

P.O. Box 553

Altadena, CA 91003

(310) 222-6860

(800) 745-SAFE

ckim@carseat.org

2.
You may also want to develop a brochure about your local program.  If you develop your own brochure, it is recommended that you focus on promoting local resources instead of car seat specifics, since technical information about car seats is very complex and rapidly changing.  If you choose to include information about the law or how to select and use car seats, you are encouraged to send a draft of the piece to Kate Bernacki at the California Department of Health Services, EPIC, MS 7214, PO Box 942732, Sacramento, CA 94234-7320 for review by the California Child Passenger Safety Materials Review Committee.

Resources

1. Local health department child passenger safety coordinators listing.  

California Department Health Services Vehicle Occupant Safety Program 916-552-9800

http://www.dhs.ca.gov/epic/html/vosp.html

2. Local child passenger safety technicians listing.  

 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration www.nhtsa.gov

3. Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life (version 6 or most current version) video.  Many educational videos about car seats in use by health care facilities are dangerously out of date.  Free videos distributed by manufacturers of vehicles or car seats usually are limited to a single product brand, for obvious reasons, and show only current models.  The California Child Passenger Safety Materials Review Committee has found only one video, which is current and comprehensive.  Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life includes essential information on air bags and shows how to correctly restrain children of every age, starting with advice to expectant parents.  Shelness Productions also produces a Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life brochure.

4. California Occupant Protection Laws.  
SafetyBeltSafeUSA www.carseat.org, 800-745-SAFE

California Child Passenger Safety Resources        9/17/01

 
 
 

California Law

National Safe Kids Campaign
 
www.safekids.org

California Legislative Information
 
www.leginfo.ca.gov

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
 
www.hwysafety.org

California CPS Contacts 

Buckle Up Baby
 
www.buckleupbaby.org

SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A.  
 
www.carseat.org

Kids ‘N Cars

www.kidsncars.org

California Highway Patrol
 
1 800 TELL CHP

California SAFE KIDS Network                                                                                                         
 
www.california-safekids.com

California Office of Traffic Safety
 
www.ots.ca.gov

California Department of Health Services
 
www.dhs.ca.gov/epic

California Local Health Department CPS Coordinators 
 
www.dhs.ca.gov/epic

Public Education Materials

AAA Traffic Safety Department 
 
www.ottoclub.org

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people

Statistical Data & Research

California Highway Patrol
 
www.chp.ca.gov

California Department of Health Services
 
www.dhs.ca.gov/epic

Injury Control Resource Information Network   
 
www.injurycontrol.com/icrin/

The National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 
 
www.cdc.gov/ncipc/ncipchm.htm

Selecting, Installing & Purchasing

SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A.
 
www.carseat.org

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov 

International Center for Injury Prevention (Group & Individual Purchase)
 
www.cipsafe.org

Fitting Stations & Checkup Events

California Safe Kids Coalition
 
www.california-safekids.com

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov

Technical Information & Technician Training

Safe Ride News
 
www.saferidenews.org

SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A.
 
www.carseat.org

NHTSA Region 9 - California Technician Training Dates
 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov

National Child Passenger Safety Board – Training Information
 
www.cpsboard.org

NEW LOWER PRICES

Shelness Productions

P.O. Box 30456

Winston-Salem, NC  27130-0456

Phone:  336/774-0780       Fax:  336/774-0157

VIDEO:  “Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life VI”

Quantity Discounts March 2002
Single copy:
$68.00


Quantity
Discount


Unit Price*

  2
( 
4


10%

$61.20


  5
( 
9

15%

  57.89


10
( 
29

20%

  54.40


30
( 
49
25%
  51.00


50
( 
99
30%
  47.60


100
( 
199

40%

  40.80


200
( 
499

50%
   
  34.00


500
( 
999

60%

  27.20  

*Plus shipping and handling unless order is prepaid.

Order Form
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A CHECKLIST TO ENSURE ALL THE PIECES ARE IN PLACE

(
Contacted your local health department child passenger safety coordinator.

(
Developed your policy and procedures and gained approval.

(
Created child passenger safety documentation system and put it in place.

(
Ensured that child passenger safety educational materials (e.g., brochures and videos) are accurate, up-to-date, and ready for dissemination.

(
Developed staff training and put in place.

(
Developed your quality assurance plan and gained approval.

(
Created and implemented annual training and materials review process.

ATTACHMENT

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY—MEETING THE STATE REQUIREMENTS

SAMPLE TRAINING FOR HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY—MEETING THE STATE REQUIREMENTS

SAMPLE TRAINING FOR HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

Goal

To increase awareness of health care professionals about child passenger safety (CPS) and how to comply with California law (Vehicle Code Section 27360.5).


Learning Objectives
By the end of this training, the participant will be able to:

(
Demonstrate knowledge of the new requirements of the child passenger restraint laws as a condition of licensure for hospitals/clinics.

(
Identify the incidence of death in childhood from vehicle crashes and the effectiveness rate of restraints used correctly.

(
Demonstrate an understanding of child safety seat types and correct use.  

(
Identify resources for child safety seats including restraints for special needs.

(
Describe the current child passenger restraint law in California.

(
Demonstrate knowledge of   (your hospital’s)   policy and procedures on child passenger safety.

Course Agenda




TOPIC
INSTRUCTOR

I.
Introducing your community child passenger safety
Health care facility staff/health dept. CPS 


program

coordinator

II.
The state requirement in child passenger safety
Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or 


A.
Its impact on hospitals/clinics
technician/specialist


B.
Liability issues

III.
California Child Passenger Restraint Laws
Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or 





technician/specialist

IV.
Motor Vehicle Crashes

Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or 


A.
Local newspaper article
technician/specialist


B.
Statistics


C.
Crash dynamics


V.
Child Safety Seats

Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or 

A. 
Film – Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life
technician/specialist 


(version 5 or most current version)


B.
Misuse




C.
Recycled car seats


D.
Recalled car seats


E.
Child passenger safety assessment


F.
Demonstration of correct use


VI.
Special Needs Resources

Health dept. CPS coordinator and/or 


A.
Premature and small infants
technician/specialist


B.
Transporting children with special needs

VII.
Policy/Procedure

Health care facility staff

VIII.
Post Test/Evaluation

Health care facility staff
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Hospital sued in baby’s car-seat death


By Betty Herman


A Fleatwood couple has sued Reading Hospital, accusing it of showing them a videotape that improperly instructed them on how to place their baby in a car seat, leading to the July 18 traffic death of their 20-day-old daughter, Ruth Ann.


Daniel and Carolyn Loughery said the day their daughter was 
born, June 20, they watched a video in the hospital that instructed them on how to place their baby in a car seat, facing backward, in the front seat of a car, according to the suit.


Three weeks later, the infant was killed in a car crash in New Hanover Township, Montgomery County, after an air bag in the front passenger side of the car was activated.


The parents are the adminis-trators of the estate of Ruth Ann.


They are seeking more than $200,000 for negligence in the suit, which was filed in Montgomery County Court in Norristown.


James Bitler, a spokesman for the hospital, declined to comment.


“For the sake of the people involved in this tragedy we will not comment on this case as is our 

practice for any case involved litigation,” Bitler said.


However, Bitler confirmed that the car seat information on the videotape entitled “Getting It Right,” has since been revised.


Shanlo Specter, a Philadelphia lawyer who filed the suit, said if the car seat had been in the car’s back seat the baby would not have died.


“This family relied on the information from Reading Hospital and the information was terribly wrong,” Specter said.


Specter said that the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-tration has since notified the hospital that the videotape had inaccurate information.


The videotape had told parents to place infants under 20 pounds facing toward the back of a car, next to an adult, according to the suit.


“Never put an infant in the back seat alone,” the video said, according to the suit.


The accident occurred at 2:20 p.m. July 18 as Carolyn Loughery was traveling east along Swamp Pike.  A westbound vehicle crossed into her lane and the two vehicles collided, officials said.  No charges were filed.


The infant died several hours later in Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, according to the suit.


Specter said that at one time there was a debate as to whether infant car seats should be placed in the front or back seats.


However, he said, that since air bags are now being used in the passenger side there is no longer a debate.


Loughery was treated for knee, wrist, hip, and spine fractures in Pollatown Medical Center.


Defendants also named were Shinn & Associates, Inc., Okemos, Mich., video manufacturers; David Bruce Shinu, owner of the video company; and Century Products Co., Macedonia, Ohio, car seat manufacturers.

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY AND PROCEDURE
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TITLE:

Child Car Seat Restraint Law
SUBMITTED BY:

Department:
Patient Care Services

APPROVED BY:

Chief Executive Officer
APPROVED BY:

Board of Governors

PURPOSE

To provide information regarding the Child Passenger Restraint Law to all parents/guardians of children treated at or discharged from Doctors Medical Center.  “Health & Safety Code Sections 1204.3, 1212, and 1268 require hospitals at the time of, or before the discharge of a child under the age of six years) or weighing less than 60 pounds to provide and discuss information on the law requiring child passenger restraint systems to the parent or to the person to whom the child is released.”

The parents or legal guardian of infants and young children will be made aware of the law and provided with information regarding local car seat programs and risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child passenger safety seat.

POLICY

I.
Each nursing unit and/or outpatient service which provides care for children shall disseminate to and discuss child passenger restraint system information with parents/legal guardian(s).  The following shall be discussed before the discharge of a child under four years of age (regardless of weight) or weighing less than 40 pounds (regardless of age).  This information shall include the following:


A.
California Car Seat Law (California Vehicle Code Section 27360).


B.
List of Resources to obtain low-cost car seat and education classes to attend.


C.
Description of risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of car seats.

II.
Hospital personnel will not place infant/child in car seat upon discharge.
III.
The hospital shall not be responsible for failure of the parent or legal guardian to use a child passenger restraint system.

PROCEDURE

I.
When discharging an infant/child under age six or weighing less than 60 pounds, the parent or legal guardian is:


A.
To be provided with child passenger restraint information/education that encompasses the following:



1.
California State Law on child passenger safety seats.




Handout:  “California Car Seat Law”



2.
Listing of resources to obtain low-cost car seat and education classes to attend.




Handout:  “Is Your Child Riding Safely?” and “The Perfect Gift”



3.
Description of risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of car seats.




Handout:  “Is Your Child Riding Safely?” and “Air Bag Safety”


B.
Parent/guardian will be referred to Keep Baby Safe Program for specific questions regarding car seat safety or further information.  (558-5656 or 521‑BABY)

II.
The “Child Car Seat Informative Release Form” must be completed and signed by all parties after parents/guardian(s) are advised of the child restraint safety information as required by law.

III.
Health Care Providers DO NOT touch, carry, or place car seat in automobile.
IV.
Health Care Providers may demonstrate proper use of car seat restraints to parents in classroom and on nursing unit.  If possible, a return demonstration by parents/guardians before discharge is appropriate.

V.
Health care providers DO NOT place infant/child in car seat upon discharge; this is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility.
VI.
Documentation including mode and time of discharge will be placed on appropriate chart form.

SAMPLE

CHILD CAR SEAT INFORMATIVE RELEASE FORM

RELEASE OF A MINOR UNDER 6 YEARS OF AGE 

OR WEIGHING LESS THAN 60 POUNDS 

The following car seat information was provided:


(
1.
“California Car Seat Law” – (handout)


(
2.
“Is Your Child Riding Safely?” – (handout)


(
3.
“The Perfect Gift” – (handout)


(
4.
“Air Bag Safety” – (handout)

I certify by my signature below that I have been provided information regarding car seat safety.


Signature of parent/guardian/conservator

DATE

Information given via interpreter:
( Yes     ( No














NAME OF INTERPRETER


Signature of parent/guardian/conservator

DATE


Signature of STAFF MEMBER



DATE





CAR SEAT WAIVER
I understand it is illegal to transport a child under six years of age or weighing less than 60 pounds without a car seat, and I am aware of the risks but choose to transport without a car seat.


Signature of parent/guardian/conservator

DATE


Signature of STAFF MEMBER



DATE



SAMPLE

FORMA REMOVADA INFORMACÓN SOBRE SILLAS DE AUTO
DESPEDIDA DE UN MENOR QUE TIENE MENOS DE 6 AÑOS DE EDAD

O QUE PESA MENOS DE 60 LIBRAS

Nombre de Paciente:  












La siguiente información sobre la seguridad de sillas de auto fue proveida:


(
1.
“La Ley de California Para Sobre La Securidad Las Sillas”


(
2.
“¿Esta Viajando Seguro Su Niño?”


(
3.
“El Regalo Perfecto”


(
4.
“Campaña de Bolsas de Aire de Seguridad”

Yo certifico con mi firma que me han proveido información sobre la seguridad de sillas de auto.


FIRME DEL PADRE/GUARDIAN



FECHA

Información dado por interprete:
( Si     ( No















NOMBRE DEL INTERPRETE





Yo comprendo que es contra la ley transportar a un niño menor de 6 años de edad o a un niño que pesa menos de 60 libras sin una silla de auto, y estoy informado de los riesgos.


FIRMA DEL PADRE/GUARDIAN



FECHA


FIRMA DEL PERSONAL




FECHA




NAME:  







CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY

“Meeting the State Requirements”

Post Test

1.
It is important to educate parents on child passenger safety because:


2.
The 2002 California Car Seat Law states that:

3.
List four different types of car seats:


(1)



(2)



(3)



(4)


4. List at least five items to check when considering using a recycled car seat:

(1)__________________________________________

(2)__________________________________________

(3)__________________________________________

(4)_________________________________________

(5)__________________________________________

Answer True or False
1.
More than 18 million car seats have been recalled, but few have been repaired.
true
false
2.
Some seat belts need a special clip to keep the car seat secure in your car. 
true
false
3.
An infant may face the front of the car if he or she is six months old and can sit well unassisted. 
true
false
4.
For children in a car seat facing forward, the shoulder strap slots must be above their shoulders. 
true
false
5.
Most crashes occur far away from home and at high speeds. 
true
false
6.
A rear-facing infant may ride in the front, especially if there is a passenger-side air bag. 
true
false
7.
Violators are given one point on their driving record for being cited for no car seat. 
true
false
8.
Misuse of a car seat can be just as deadly as using no car seat. 
true
false
9.
Only parents can get cited for not using their car seat or using it inappropriately. 
true
false
10.
All seat belts will work with a car seat. 
true
false
11.
A car seat with a shield is a poor choice for a newborn. 
true
false
12.
For infants riding in a rear-facing car seat, the shoulder straps/slots should be below the shoulders. 
true
false
13.
In cold weather, be sure to wrap the baby warmly before placing in the car seat. 
true
false
14.
With premature or small babies, special care should be given to ensure a good fit.  No padding should be placed under the infant’s buttocks. 
true
false
15.
Children with special needs, spica cast, or ventilators do not have to ride in a child passenger restraint device. 
true
false
16.
For every child less than six years olds or under 60 pounds, the parent or legal guardian shall receive car seat safety information before they are discharged from the hospital, emergency room, or clinic. 
true
false
17.
In regards to child passenger safety, health professionals, hospitals, and public and private entities may be held liable for giving outdated and/or incorrect information. 
true
false

18. Booster seats can be used for children 20-80 pounds.
true
false

19. Booster seats must be used with a lap/shoulder seatbelt.
true
false
STANISLAUS COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES AGENCY

Divisions: Emergency Rooms & Clinics

Subject: Child Passenger Safety Education

Standard Practice:

In accordance with the car seat mandatory law, the parents or legal guardian of infants and young children will be made aware of the law and provided with information regarding local car seat programs and risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child passenger safety seat.

Policy:

1. Every public or private hospital, birthing center, and clinic shall disseminate child passenger restraint system information to parents/legal guardian.  The following shall be discussed before the discharge of a child under six years of age or weighing less than sixty pounds.

A. Current state laws on child passenger restraint systems

B. Listing of CPS seat programs within county

C. Information describing risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child passenger safety seat

2. The hospital, birthing center, and clinics shall not be responsible for failure of the parent or legal guardian to use a child passenger restraint system.

3. County or hospital personnel will not place infant/child in car seat.

Procedure:

1. When treating an infant/child under age six or weighing less than sixty pounds, the parent or legal guardian is:

A. To be provided with child passenger restraint information/education that encompasses the following:

1. Types and proper use of car seats – brochure: “The Perfect Gift” and “Air Bag Warning”

2. California state law on child passenger safety seats 
Handout: “California Car Seat Law”

3. Listing of resources to obtain low-cost seat and education classes to attend
Handout: “Is Your Child Riding Safely”

4. Description of risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of car seats
Handout: “Is Your Child Riding Safely”

B. Parent/guardian shall receive this information/education at least on a yearly basis.

C. Parent/guardian may view the video “Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life VI” for additional child passenger information.

D. Parent/guardian will be referred to Keep Baby Safe Project for specific questions regarding car seat safety or further information.

2. The parent/guardian will sign the “Child Car Seat Informative Release Form” after being advised of the child restraint safety information as required by the Health & Safety Code Sections 1204.3, 1212 and 1268.

A. Form is filed in chart

3. The clinics shall be responsible for providing the parent or legal guardian with child passenger restraint information/education at least on a yearly basis and maintain documentation.

(916) 323-3611
Subject:
HOSPITAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY SEATS

(SB 503, CHAPTER 512, STATUTES OF 1995)

Dear Administrator:

This is to alert you to changes to the child passenger safety seat laws which affect hospital policies and practice.  (Amendments to Sections 1204.3, 1212, 1268, and 1596.95 of the Health and Safety Code).  Each hospital is now required to have a written policy as a condition of licensure, which outlines how the facility disseminates the following information to parents of infants and young children:
1. A summary of current state laws on child passenger safety seats;

2. A listing of child passenger safety seat programs located within the county; and

3.   Information describing the risks of death/injury associated with nonuse and misuse of a child passenger safety seat.

A one-page fact sheet on SB 503 is enclosed.  Please note that these amendments do not affect requirements previously set forth in SB 1073 (Chapter 1224, Statutes of 1991).

We realize that many facilities already offer exceptional programming in this area.  For those who may need additional assistance to comply with this law, the following resources can be helpful.

Local Health Department: Start with your local health department child safety seat coordinator who would be happy to provide you with additional assistance on community-based resources (e.g., educational activities and low-cost loaner or purchase programs).  A statewide roster of coordinators is enclosed for your convenience.

Local California Highway Patrol (CHP):  Your CHP office can provide educational brochures to comply with this law without charge.

Statewide hotline:  The SafetyBeltSafe U.S.A hotline is designed to assist professionals with more technical questions on child passenger restraint systems.  Call 1-800-745-7233.

I appreciate your interest and thank you in advance for your time and effort in helping to motivate young families to buckle up their children.  If you have questions related to the policy development, or have difficulty in reaching any of the above resources, please call Barb Alberson, M.P.H., Chief of our State and Local Injury Control (SLIC) Section at (916) 552-9800.

Sincerely,

Alexander Kelter, M.D., Chief

Epidemiology and Prevention for

  Injury Control Branch

Enclosures

( The parents claim they watched a videotape in the Reading Hospital that improperly instructed them on how to transport an infant in a car.





Mail or fax to:		


    Shelness Productions


737 Mitch Drive (  Winston-Salem, NC 27104


Phone: 336-774-0780      Fax:  336-774-0157





We understand that “Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life VI” is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law and that reproduction of the video program in whole or in part is prohibited.





Signed______________________________________Date________





Name__________________________________Title_____________


Please Print


Organization ____________________________Dept____________





Street Address___________________________________________





_______________________________________________________





City______________________________State______Zip_________





Phone (____)__________________Fax (____)_________________











Don’t Risk Your Child’s Life VI


½-inch VHS		$68.00*


Unencoded for CCTV	$85.00*





*Plus shipping & handling unless order is prepaid.





We wish to purchase the following:


English - Number of copies:_____


Spanish- Number of copies:_____


Russian- Number of copies:_____





See Price List from discounts on multiple copies.





Enclosed is our check $____________





Please charge to


VISA		(  MasterCard


Our credit card number is:


___________________________________


Expiration Date:_____/_____


	    	Mo.        Yr.


( Enclosed is our P.O. #_____________
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