Bike Safety Funding in California

Office of Traffic Safety

The California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) generally announces traffic safety grant opportunities for federal fiscal years.  Grant funding is awarded on a competitive basis to political subdivisions of the state. Both local and state governmental agencies are invited to participate in the grant award process. Applicant agencies are encouraged to work with community-based organizations and incorporate a multi-disciplinary approach to address traffic safety problems.

OTS grants goals encourage a broad range of participation and minimize the amount of staff time required completing the application process by using a streamlined process. Rather than requiring a detailed proposal, OTS grant funding decisions are based on a simple concept paper. The OTS grant process is relatively straightforward and uncomplicated.

The grant funding cycle begins with a solicitation that is usually announced in November. Your response to OTS must be postmarked by the following January 31. OTS works to make grant funding available to successful applicants at the start of the next federal fiscal year beginning October 1.  Detailed instructions for completing and submitting grant concept papers and blueprints for bicycle safety programs are available on the OTS web site at www.ots.ca.gov. 

OTS strives to direct funding assistance to agencies with the greatest need. Therefore, a comprehensive evaluation is part of the concept review process. Evaluation criteria include: 

· potential traffic safety impact,

· collision statistics and rankings,

· seriousness of identified problem(s),

· inclusion of community-based organization participation, and

· performance on previous OTS grants.


If your question is not answered with the information on the web site, contact OTS at (916) 262-0990.   OTS actively encourages local agencies and organizations to take advantage of the funding opportunity to make California roadways a safer environment.

Bike Safety Funding

California Kids' Plates Program

Child health and safety advocates joined forces to promote special legislation.  This collaboration resulted in the 1992 law that created the Child Health and Safety Fund which houses the fees collected for the special license plates.  

Of these funds, 25% are designated for the prevention of childhood unintentional injuries, disabilities and death.  The California Department of Health Services administers these funds, providing grants to local agencies and organizations.

Bicycle safety projects have been funded during every grant cycle to date. 

To be added to the mailing list announcing the next cycle for grant applications, contact:

Shanna Holland, MSW, MPH

California Center for Childhood Injury Prevention

6505 Alvarado Road, Suite 208

San Diego, CA   92120-5011

(619) 594-3691

(619) 594-1995 fax

sholland@projects.sdsu.edu

Local Health Departments

As injury prevention resources expand in California, many local health departments are obtaining funding for bicycle safety and also using violator's funds to provide mini-grants and/or stock helmet banks in their communities.  Contact them to partner for grant applications, pledge in-kind matches (helmets, technical assistance, staff time, etc.) and craft community collaborations.  

