
Key characters for larval Aedes spp.  
identification in CA 

(1) Siphon acus - present or absent 
Acus  
absent 

(2) Comb scales – multiple rows or single row 

Multiple rows w/blunt or 
fringed points 

Single row w/pitch-fork 
shape 

Single row w/straight  
thorn-like shape 

References: 
Photos by E. Aquino 
J. Ogawa, CDPH 2013  
http://fmel.ifas.ufl.edu/key 
Rueda, Pictorial Keys for Identification of  
Mosquitoes Associated with Dengue Virus Transmission 

Strong black hooks on 
side of thorax 

Small or no hooks on 
side of thorax 

(3)  Thorax hooks – strong or weak 

Aedes sierrensis Aedes aegypti Aedes albopictus 

Aedes sierrensis Aedes aegypti Aedes albopictus 

Ae. aegypti Ae. albopictus 
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