What is CalFERT?

CalFERT refers lo the Califomia Food Emergency Response Team. The team is
a group of state and federal investigators and scientists that are specially trained
in conducting foodboma illness outbreak investigations.

The concept of CalFERT was firsl developed in 1999. In 2004, members were
selected for the Emergency Response Team that was later renamed CalFERT.

CalFERT Consumer Salety Officers from the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) are associated with the Los AnqNas and Sin Frnnm!l:n Dlslnd Oﬂ'l:ls
and have the authority 1o conduet ir and i of
faclories, warehouses, establishments, and vehicles, and all pertinent equipment,
finished and unfinished materials, containers, and |abeling therein where food is
manufactured or held, and to conduct sample collections of food as defined under
the Food, Drug & Cosmetic (FDAC) Act and related regulations.

CalFERT investigators from the Food and Drug Branch (FDB) of the Califomia
Department of Public Heallh (CDPH) are peace officers and have the autharity to
enter and inspect any area where food is prepared, processed or held, collect
records and samples, and embargo food producis that may be contaminated.

Scientists on the team include microbiclogists associated with FDA labs, chemists
and microbiologists associated with the Food and Diug Laboratory Branch of
CDPH, and research scientisls associated with the FDB Emergency Response
Unit.

How does CalFERT’s work
protect the public health?

©One of the most significant impacts is the rapid and streamlined pace at
which this joinl team is able lo conducl foodoome illness investigations.
Prompt response and the developed expertise of team members has led 1o
mare rapid delection of the oulbreak’s cause and the iniliation of correcive
action.

CalFERT also applies the knowledge and experience gained from past
investigations of foodborne oulbreaks, and utiizes such information ta refine
investigative protocols and looks, and futher lrain team members,
Empowerment of team members via lessons leamed coupled with
continuous training and relationship building (which includes open
communicalion) among members, elevales the level of skills and renders the
team more equipped to tackle fulure outbreak scenarios. As such, more
effective and expeditious service is provided lo safeguard the public.
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Protection authority
during a recent letiuce and E. coli 0157:H7 outbreak investigation.

How are local health
jurisdictions involved?

Minesses are reported by local public health programs to the CDPH's Division of
Communicable Disease Control (DCDC).

+ DCDC provides information to FDB aboul clusters of ilinesses where food may
be the vahicla.
® If a food vehicle is implicated by epidemiclogical investigation
{statistically signficant association), FDB begins an environmental
investigation and informs FDA.
® CaFERT s activated by a foint decision of FDB and FDA

management.
+ Local health department will be asked to supply information about the Point of
Senvice (POS) lor selecled case-patients
® Those with clear recall of where/when they ate the implicated food
4 It it is necessary to visit the retail POS, local environmental health will be
invited 1o participate.
 Enviranmental health may be asked to collect documentation from the retailer,
such as invoices.

Related websites

FDA Website: www.fda,q0u
Almonds Final Rule: files/Rule,pdt
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For additional infor ion, please H

Benson Yee, Chiel . Davina M, Martinez

Emergency Response Unit Supervisory Investigator

Food and Drug Branch U.8. Food and Drug Administration
Califomia Depariment of Public Health San Francisco District

E-mail: BYee2@cdph.ca.gov E-mail: Davina Martinez@fda hns.gov




