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Overview
· Recent statewide data shows that California continues to make progress in the prevalence of tobacco use, exposure to secondhand smoke and the health impacts of tobacco.  
Prevalence
· Californians are smoking at the lowest rate ever, 13.1 percent in 2009, which represents a 42 percent decline since the California Tobacco Control Program (CTCP) was established in 1990.  This trend puts California on track to become one of only two states to reach the Healthy People 2020 goal of a prevalence rate of 12 percent.

· Men still smoke at higher rates than women.  In 2009, 15.6 percent of men in California smoked compared to only 10.7 percent of women.

· Educational level continues to be correlated with smoking prevalence, with lower education levels being associated with higher smoking rates.  In 2008, the prevalence for college graduates was 5.9 percent, compared to 12-15 percent among those with less than a college education.

· Lower income levels are also correlated with high smoking prevalence.  In 2008, households with an income of $150,000 or more had a smoking prevalence of 7.8 percent compared to 19.8 percent for households with an income lower than $20,000.

Consumption
· Per capita consumption continues to decrease in California.  The average number of cigarettes consumed each day, per daily smoker, was 14 in 2008, compared to 19 in 1992.  California’s per person rate of cigarette consumption is 48 percent lower than the rest of the nation.

· Consumption patterns have shifted from daily smoking to non-daily smoking.  The percentage of non-daily smokers among current smokers increased from 14.8 percent in 1992 to 28.1 percent in 2008.

Cessation
· Smokers in California continue to be motivated to quit.  In 2009, 60 percent of smokers made a recent quit attempt.  Even more encouraging is the fact that during the same period 76 percent of young adults (ages 18-24) made a quit attempt.
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