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Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund

MBE/WBE Conformance

Recommended Sequence

In order to conform with MBE/WBE requirements, 

· The water system construction bid solicitation will include the six step MBE/WBE good faith effort (GFE) requirements as a matter of bid responsiveness.  

· Solicitation will direct bidders to submit the MBE/WBE Contractor Information Form with sealed bid.  

· The water system will reject as non-responsive, bids that do not include this Information Form.  

· When the water system has identified the apparent selected low bidder, the system will request the supporting documentation on the Good Faith Effort from that bidder.  

· The bidder will submit the documentation [typically a binder of printouts, phone and mail logs, etc) concerning each step of their Good Faith Effort conformance.

· Prior to bid award, the water system will review the GFE documentation for adequacy.  If there is insufficient effort/documentation, the bid will be rejected as non-responsive.

· The water system will forward a copy of the GFE documentation from the selected bidder to the DHS MBE/WBE coordinator.

· During construction, the water system will submit quarterly reports concerning actual utilization of MBE/WBE firms.

· If new procurement is necessary or if substitution of a previously identified MBE or WBE firm is necessary, the water system will consult with CDPH.

· Note: If water system directly procures services (e.g. environmental, legal, engineering, accounting, project management, geotechnical, data management) or equipment (e.g. filter units, generators, SCADA,) specifically for the SDWSRF funded project, the system should include outreach to MBE/WBE firms in their procurement process.

Background:  
SDWSRF funded projects subject to federal cross cutting requirements must meet MBE/WBE good faith effort (GFE) requirements in procurement.  In order to conform with Good Faith Effort requirements, MBE and WBE firms should be provided the opportunity to compete to participate in SDWSRF funded procurement.  Procurement includes purchase of construction, equipment, supplies and services.  The Good Faith Effort (GFE) is an affirmative six-step process as follows:

(1) include small, minority and women's businesses on solicitation lists; 

(2) assure that small, minority and women's businesses are solicited whenever they are potential sources; 

(3) divide total requirements, when economically feasible, into smaller tasks or quantities to permit maximum participation by small, minority and women's businesses; 

(4) establish delivery schedules, when the requirements of the work permits, which will encourage participation by small, minority and women's businesses; 

(5) use the services of the Small Business Administration and the Minority Business Development Agency of the U.S. Department of Commerce, as appropriate; and 

(6) require the contractor to take the affirmative steps in any subcontracts.

The USEPA has established the following MBE/WBE Fair Share Goals for the California SDWSRF

	2007 MBE/WBE Goals -SDWSRF
	MBE
	WBE

	Construction
	14%
	6%

	Supplies
	22%
	14%

	Services
	31%
	32%

	Equipment
	13%
	19%
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