Public Health Advisory Committee
Member Bios

Dolores Apodaca has been a nursing coordinator for the Los Angeles Unified
School District (LAUSD) since 2000. From 1985 to 2000, she held various
positions at LAUSD including resource nurse for preschool programs from 1995
to 2000, special education nurse from 1992 to 1995 and school nurse from 1985
to 1992. Prior to that, Ms. Apodaca was a nursing services coordinator for
Calexico Unified School District from 1977 to 1984 and a service director for the
hemodialysis unit at Pioneer Memorial Hospital from 1977 to 1978. Additionally,
from 1966 to 1976, she was assistant director of nurses for Calexico Hospital.

Rodney Borger, MD has been the Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine at
the Arrowhead Regional Medical Center and staff physician in the emergency
department of San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital since 2002. From 1999 to 2002,
he was emergency department director at Redlands Community Hospital and
from 1999 to 2001, he was a staff physician in the emergency department at the
Riverside County Regional Medical Center. From 1998 to 2001, Dr. Borger held
numerous positions at the Corona Regional Medical Center including Assistant
Medical Director, Director of Reimbursement and Director of Continuous Quality
Improvement (CQI). From 1998 to 2002, he was the CQI director and staff
physician for the Inland Valley Regional Medical Center and, from 1997 to 2000,
was staff physician at the Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center. Prior to that,
Dr. Borger was CQI director and staff physician at the Moreno Valley Community
Hospital from 1996 to 1998, staff physician for San Bernardino Community
Hospital from 1996 to 1998 and per diem staff physician at Kaiser Permanente in
Fontana from 1995 to 1997.

Robin Cox has held numerous positions at the Solano County Health and Social
Services Department since 1990, including Public Information Officer since 1996,
Health Education Manager since 1994, Supervising Health Education Specialist
from 1992 to 1994 and Health Education Specialist | from 1990 to 1992. Prior to
that, she was Director of Freedom from Smoking programs for the American
Lung Association, Redwood Empire from 1989 to 1990 and a health center intern
for the St. Helena Hospital and Center for Health in 1989. In 1988, Ms. Cox was
a health consultant for the Loma Linda Academy and, in 1987, was a health
education intern at the March of Dimes Northern California Branch.

Jeannette Dong is currently the Director of Development for Peralta Community
Colleges in Oakland. She previously held various positions including consulting
work from 2000-2008; Policy Director, Team Up for Youth from 2004-2007;
Project Director, Asian Health Services from 1998-1999; Director of Interagency
Children’s Policy Council of Alameda County from 1997-1998; Governmental
Affairs Manager, Port of Oakland from 1993-1997; Assistant to the Mayor for
Intergovernmental Affairs from 1991-1993; and Legislative Assistant/Committee
Consultant to Assemblyman Elihu Harris from 1988-1990.



Jonathan E. Fielding, MD has served over 30 years working in various
capacities in the areas of public health. Most recently he has served for ten
years as the Director of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.
Prior to 1998 he served as a Senior Policy Advisor to the Director with the LA
County Department of Public Health. Since 1979 Dr. Fielding has served as a
professor at the Schools of Public Health and Medicine at the University of
California, Los Angeles and the Drew University School of Medicine. From 1979
through 1984 he was the Co-Director for the Center for Health Enhancement,
Education and Research and continues to serve as the Co-Director, Center for
Healthier Children, Families and Communities both at UCLA.

Cynthia Gomez has served as Director of the Health Equity Initiative at San
Francisco State University since 2006. Prior to that, she held numerous
positions at the University of California, San Francisco, including Associate
Professor of Medicine from 2003 to 2006, Co-director of the Center for AIDS
Prevention Studies from 2002 to 2006, Assistant Professor of Medicine from
1997 to 2003, Epidemiology Specialist from 1993 to 1997 and Associate
Epidemiology Specialist from 1991 to 1993. Prior to that, Dr. Gomez was
Director of children’s mental health services for the Southern Jamaica Plain
Health Center at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital from 1987 to 1991 and was
a staff psychologist from 1986 to 1987. Previously, she was a research
associate for Boston University from 1984 to 1986, bilingual psychotherapist for
AtlantiCare from 1982 to 1984 and community health outreach worker for
Uphams Corner Health Center from 1979 to 1981.

Susan Harrington has held numerous positions at the Riverside County
Department of Public Health since 1986, including Director of Public Health since
2003, Deputy Director of Public Health from 1999 to 2003, Chief of Nutrition
Services from 1994 to 1999 and Supervising Nutritionist and Nutritionist from
1986 to 1994.

Anthony Iton, MD is the Director of Alameda County Public Health Department
and serves as the Alameda County Public Health Officer. Dr. Iton oversees an
agency with a focus on preventing communicable disease outbreaks, reducing
the burden of chronic disease and obesity and managing the county’s
preparedness for biological terrorism. Prior to that, Dr. Iton worked as an HIV
disability rights attorney at the Berkeley Community Law Center, a health care
policy analyst with Consumers Union West Coast Regional Office and as a
physician advocate for the homeless at the San Francisco Public Health
Department. Dr. Iton’s primary interest is the health of disadvantaged
populations and the contributions of race, class, wealth, education, geography
and employment to health status.

Ruth Mulnard currently holds several positions with the University of California,
Irvine (UCI), including Associate Professor of Nursing Science since 2007,



Associate Program Director of General Clinical Research since 2002 and
Associate Director for Administration and Director of Clinical Trials at the Institute
for Brain Aging and Dementia since 1991. Additionally, from 2003 to 2007, she
was Associate Clinical Professor in the Department of Neurology at UCI. Prior to
that, Ms. Mulnard was a lecturer in the Division of Nursing at California State
University, Dominguez Hills from 1989 to 2002, Adjunct Professor in the
Department of Nursing at California State University, Long Beach (CSULB) from
1990 to 1999 and Assistant Professor at CSULB from 1990 to 1992. From 1993
to 1999, she was associate faculty in the Division of Human Services at
Saddleback College and from 1989 to 1999 was Assistant Clinical Professor of
Nursing at the University of California, Los Angeles. Previously, Ms. Mulnard
was assistant clinical professor in the Department of Surgery at UCI from 1989 to
1992, Associate Professor of Clinical Nursing at the University of Southern
California (USC) from 1987 to 1999 and assistant professor at USC from 1985 to
1987.

Franklin Pratt, MD is the Medical Director of the Los Angeles County Fire
Department. He was appointed by the Board of Supervisors upon
recommendation of the Fire Chief. Since 1988, Dr. Pratt has served as the
Department’s Medical Director. Formerly, he worked as a Reserve Physician
flying on the Air Squads. Dr. Pratt is responsible for advising the Fire Chief and
other Department personnel on issues with medical content, implications and
consequences.

Phoebe Seaton is the Directing Attorney for the California Rural Legal
Assistance Incorporation in Delano, California, where she represents low-income
clients in issues related to employment, housing and civil rights in administrative
hearings and litigation; and conducts legal education and outreach to client
communities on laws surrounding civil rights, employment, housing, city planning,
zoning, and public participation. Previously, Ms. Seaton was a Law Clerk for The
National Economic Development and Law Center in Oakland; a Clinic Co-Chair
for the Share The Wealth Housing Clinic; and a Legal Advisor for Centro de
Accion Legal en Derechos Humanos in Guatemala, where she assisted victims
of human rights abuses.

Stephen Shortell has served as a Blue Cross distinguished professor of health
policy and management and Professor of Organizational Behavior at the
University of California, Berkeley, since 1998. Additionally, since 2002, he has
been the Dean of UC Berkeley’s School of Public Health. From 1982 to 1998,
Dr. Shortell was an A.C. Buehler distinguished professor of health services
management at Northwestern University and, from 1974 to 1982, was a
professor at the University of Washington School of Public Health and
Community Medicine.

Harold Sterker has served as the Health Education Consultant for the Los
Angeles County Department of Health Services since 1995. Prior to 1995,



Mr. Sterker was a Senior Health Educator/Program Manger for the Los Angeles
County Department of Health Services and was responsible for evaluating
community health education programs within 29 cities of the San Gabriel and
Pomona Valleys.

Ellen Wu has been the Executive Director of the California Pan-Ethnic Health
Network since 2001. From 2004 to 2006, she was an adjunct faculty member at
San Francisco State University and, from 2000 to 2001, was a consultant at the
Community Health Center Network. Prior to that, in 2000, Ms. Wu was a project
manager at CareScience and, from 1999 to 2000, was a program officer for the
Tides Foundation. From 1995 to 1999, she was Director of Health Education and
Cultural and Linguistic Services at the Alameda Alliance for Health, from 1993 to
1995, was training coordinator for Education Programs Associates and, from
1992 to 1993, was a health educator at Valley Community Clinic.

Antronette Yancey, MD has been a faculty member at the University of
California, Los Angeles School of Public Health since 1990. From 1999 to 2001,
Dr. Yancey served as Director of the Chronic Disease Prevention and Health
Promotion branch for the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services
and, from 1996 to 1998, was Director of Public Health for Richmond, VA. Prior to
that, Dr. Yancey was a clinical associate professor in the Department of
Preventive Medicine and Community Health at Virginia Commonwealth
University from 1996 to 1998 and an Associate Professor in the College of Allied
Health at Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science from 1994 to
1997. From 1985 to 1992, she was Director of Adolescent Medicine at
Sheltering Arms Children’s Service and, from 1986 to 1990, and was Adolescent
Medicine Director for the Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services. Dr.
Yancey was a general practitioner at Manhattan Medical Care from 1985 to
1989, general practitioner at William F. Ryan Community Health Center in New
York from 1985 to 1987 and emergency room physician and general practitioner
at Coastal Emergency Services from 1984 to 1986.



